
FAITH AND FINANCE CLASS: Learn 
to organize finances to better reflect 
your faith and values. APC joins with 
Nicole Rule of The Greatest Worth in 
a 6-week course in 2021 to help you 
better manage your finances as part 
of Christian faith. To meet the needs 
of participants, we'd love your 
feedback: What information would 
be most helpful to YOU on your 
current financial journey? What 
resources and tools would help you 
attain the financial freedom you long 
for? What scares or excites you 
about budgeting? Where are you 
confused about managing your 
assets? Pastor Jess Rigel would love 
to hear from you! Email 
jess@alamancechurch.com with your 
responses ASAP, so we can design a 
meaningful course that helps you get 
the answers you crave. 

FUNERALS DURING PANDEMIC: 
Face coverings required in public in 
any public place — indoor or 
outdoor. The mass gathering limit is 
10 people inside, 25 people outside. 

December 20, 2020 
Announcements  

Pennies for Hunger: Jan. 3, 2021 
December special mission offering:  

Benevolence Farm of Graham 

WELCOME TO LIVESTREAM 
WORSHIP! Today we rejoice in a 
virtual  Christmas pageant, acted by 
children of our congregation. Our 
Advent and Christmas Sunday 
worship services all include video 
portions, best broadcast from the 
sanctuary: no more Sunday in-
person worship in 2020. Worship 
services are live-streamed each 
Sunday. Instructions to set up and 
use a Livestream account are on 
(www.alamancechurch.org). 

POINSETTIAS IN THE 
SANCTUARY: See insert for 
dedications of flowers, and gifts to 
the church in honor and memory of 
our loved ones and friends. 

DECEMBER MISSIONS OFFERING 
is for Benevolence Farm of Graham. 
See insert for details. Special 
offering for January, 2021 is for 
Wycliffe Bible translators Jesse & 
Erin Padgett. 

KIDS R.O.C.K. and YOUTH 
GROUPS: today, Dec. 20, 5:30p:  
Zoom watch party for the 1966 
animation of “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas!” by Dr. Seuss. 

RED KETTLE DRIVE, the major 
fundraiser for The Salvation Army, is 
in full swing. Use this link to sign 
up for an interlude with the bell: 
https://signup.com/go/UpwuoCF 

CHRISTMAS EVE worship service is 
in-person, on the lawn, at 5:30p on 
Thurs., Dec. 24. Bring your own 
light source (non-flammable, 
please!) Service will be short but 
sweet. Y'all come now, y’hear? 

CHURCH OFFICES will be 
CLOSED December 24-25, 2020 
and January 1, 2021. A very few 
staff will be in the office, at odd 
hours, December 28-31. Please call 
for an appointment, if you need 
assistance that that week. 

Church Staff 
Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor 
Rev. Jess Rigel, Discipleship Pastor 
Andrew Long, Dir., Youth Ministries 
Joy Thomas, Dir., Children’s Ministries 
Katie Long, Director of Music 
Rebecca Oden, Accompanist 
Jeanine Rossi, Finance Manager 
Lynn Barnes, Administrative Assistant 
Mary Ellen Shores Director,  
             Child Development Center 
Jane Preston Asst. Dir., CDC 

CHURCH OFFICE 

(336)-697-0488  
info@alamancechurch.org 

Phase 3 of NC’s Safer at Home order is 
scheduled to end Jan. 8, 2021. 

Church offices are open. 
Buildings will remain closed 
 until Session rules that it is 
safe to re-open the church. 

Gathering  

Prelude                         Of the Father’s Love Begotten            - arr. Mark Hayes 

Lighting the Candle of Peace 

Opening Hymn              He Came Down                          See songsheet 

Fourth Sunday of Advent: 
Children’s Christmas Pageant

December 20, 2020   10 a.m.

Food Pantry 

Special collection for December: 
Soup 

Special collection for January: 
Canned beans 

We can always use clean, dry, plastic 
grocery bags — and clean, dry, 
empty egg cartons, to re-pack eggs 
from a weekly bulk  egg donation.     
VOLUNTEERS ESSENTIAL: Food 
Pantry Team needs you. Volunteer 
your service!  Go here to sign up: 
http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy   

ONLINE GIVING: See the Bulletins & 
Announcement page of website 
(www.alamancechurch.org) for details 
of how to use. 
You will need to sign up with this 
service to access online giving. 
To give by Text: text the word “give” 

to 336-396-6133. Then follow 
the simple prompts to set up your 
account and make donations. 

Book Club’s Next Chapter 
The APC Book Club next focuses 
on Everything Happens for a Reason 
and Other Lies I've Loved by Kate 
Bowler. We invite you to join weekly 
discussions beginning Tues., Jan. 5 
from 7-8 p.m.  
     To participate, please:  
1) Email Pastor Jess at 
jess@alamancechurch.org to get the 
Zoom link 
2) Get yourself a copy of the book  
3) Read the Preface in preparation for 
our first discussion on January 5!   

NC Safer at Home  
pandemic protocols:  

Phase 3 are now scheduled to end 
Friday, January 8, 2021.  

Session will decide the safest 
course of action for our 
congregation, based on trending 
data relating to COVID-19 — 
particularly hospitalizations and 
ICU census numbers.  
Data considered will be from 
reliable sources such as county 
and state departments of health, 
the Center for Disease Control, 
and the Cone Health System.  
After a steady two week’s 
downward trend in numbers, 
Session will consider re-opening 
buildings for public worship. 
All groups that meet here MUST 
apply to Session for permission to 
meet. 
Face masks are required at all 
public events. 

We welcome all to the community of Jesus:  
to connect, to learn, to worship, to serve.

Congratulations to  
Dr. Stephen & Mrs. Jemma Philip Vance, 
who were wed on December 12, 2020. 

Congratulations to  
Jesse & Erin Atkinson, at the birth  
of a son, Samuel Lee Atkinson,  

on December 14, 2020.  

Christian sympathy is expressed 
at the death of Noel Wooten,  

on November 30. 

Christian sympathy is expressed 
to Geneva Boswell and family,  

at the death of her sister,  
Johnise Koonce, on December 5. 

Christian sympathy is expressed 
to Richard Sharpe and family, 

at the death of his mother,  
LaRue Bowman, on December 12. 

Christian sympathy is expressed 
to the family and friends of  
Florence Fogleman Beaver,  
who died on December 13. 

Christian sympathy is expressed 
to Connie Fish and family,  
at the death of her brother,  

Thomas Stemple,  
who died on December 15. 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve service: 

Outside, on the lawn,  
at 5:30p!  

Gather on the lawn for a short worship 
service, weather permitting. Carols 
will be sung. The Word will be 
proclaimed.  

Bring your own non-flammable light 
source (battery-powered candle, 
flashlight, cellphone, electric torch). 
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Confession and Reconciliation  

Call to Confession  

Prayer of Confession   

God of the sparrow, who knows and notices all the works of your good 
creation, grant us your peace this holy season, for we are riddled with 
anxiety. Our media screams at us, “Beware! Our economy is at risk! 
People are hungry and losing their jobs! COVID is claiming more and 
more lives!"  
     We hear these words and see these realities and succumb to our terror, 
allowing ourselves to be distracted from the coming miracle you are 
preparing. We forget what you tell us, time and time again:  
“Do not be afraid!”  
     Help us, God. Grant us the calm we crave, so that we might focus on 
your promise: the the arrival of your son and our redemption. Turn our 
fearful trembling into that of expectation, so that we might have the 
strength and courage to welcome Christ into our world. Amen.            

Assurance of Pardon 

Psalm Reading                     Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
   

One: This is the Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 

The Word 

Children’s Pageant 

           

Thanksgiving and Offering 

Affirmation of Faith            The Apostles’ Creed            - Ecumenical version 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

4000 Presbyterian Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 

(336)-697-0488 
www.alamancechurch.org 

We are an ecumenical congregation in a Presbyterian Church, USA form. 

We welcome all to the community of Jesus:  
to connect, to learn, to worship, to serve.

Call to Offering 

Sharing of Offering 
    

We invite you to prayerfully make a donation  
to contribute to the continued life and work of our congregation,  

even — and especially — in these times of anxiety.   
Please consider mailing contributions directly to the church,  

or using our online giving platform,  
available at https://www.alamancechurch.org/online-giving.    

Offertory            While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks             
           - arr. Thomas Keeseecker 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Closing Hymn        Hark! The Herald Angels Sing: Jesus, the Light of the World                    
See songsheet 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude                                       Sad Jingle Bells               - arr. Toms Mucenieks 

The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible is used during worship. 

Lectionary Year B Scripture for the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 20:    
    2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Luke 1:26-38, 46b-55;    
    Romans 16:25-27 

Lectionary Year B Scripture for the First Sunday after Christmas, Dec 27:    
     Isaiah 61:10-621:3, Psalm 148, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40   
     

Year-end donations 

To claim a tax-deductible charitable donation for 2020, donors must 
deliver or mail (and postmark) donations on or before Dec. 31, 
2020. Checks written, mailed and postmarked in 2020 will be tax-
deductible, even if not received until 2021. Checks hand-delivered 
after Jan. 1, 2021 will not qualify for 2020 tax deductions, even if 
dated 2020.   
      
Church offices will be closed Dec. 24-25. Only a few staff will be in 
the offices Dec. 28-31. Any personally-delivered checks should be 
placed in Financial Manager Jeanine Rossi’s workroom mailbox.

Daily video Advent devotions,  
filmed by the staff,  

are available on our YouTube channel  
and website (www.alamancechurch.org).
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