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Current Officers 
The Session is the governing body  
of our congregation. Our officers  
are called “Elders.” They serve a 
three-year term, called a “class.” 
Stated meeting is on the fourth 

Sunday of each month, at 6 p.m. in 
the Scott-Monroe-Anderson room 

— unless otherwise noted. 
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December doings

Class of 2020: 

Clint Aydelette 
Elizabeth Hadley 
Lee Shores 
Sara Strandberg 
Kirby Ward

Class of 2018: 

Chad Fields 
Sherri Frazier 
Lou Gonzalez 
Steve Starr 
David White 

Class of 2019: 

Harold Alexander 
Allison Brown 
Ken Carraway 
Dana Smith 
Tommie Lynn   
              Sullivan 

Youth Elder: 
Owen Smith

New members received 

New members were received into the 
congregation at the November 4 
Stated Meeting of the Session.  
     Received pending transfer from 
their former congregations are Dan & 
Sue Fields. 
     Welcome these new members into 
our church family, with all the 
privileges and responsibilities inherent 
thereinto — which means that they 
can vote in church elections, and that 
both are eligible to serve as church 
officers.

Church offices will be 
C - L - O - S - E - D 

Monday, Dec. 24 -  
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019 

for Christmas. 

Greensboro Urban Ministry  
Honor Card 2018 

The Mission Ministry Team is once 
again privileged to partner with 
Greensboro Urban Ministry in selling 
honor cards. The card, by local artist 
William Mangum, shows a full moon 
shining on a snow-covered landscape, 
with a lone man walking toward a 
little cottage. This year’s card is titled 
“Almost Home.”   
     Your contribution of $5 per card 
helps provide a nutritious meal, 
emergency assistance, or shelter for 
someone who has no place else to 
turn. Cards are available in the Thin 
Place Gallery following morning 
worship on Sunday, December 2; or in 
the church office during regular office 
hours. 
     The entire cost of production of the 
card is underwritten — so the entire 
amount of your contribution goes to 
G.U.M. Won’t you consider honoring 
someone in this beautiful way?

Erin Padgett Atkinson speaks  
at Open Door on Dec. 19 

Erin Padgett Atkinson, Linquist, 
Wycliffe Bible Translators, is our 
featured guest speaker at Open Door 
on Wednesday, December 19. All are 
welcome at the table — main dish is 
provided, you bring sides and desserts 
to share. 
     Erin’s ministry is partially 
sponsored by this congregation, 
through donations to our missions 
funds. Weekly special missions 
offerings in January, 2019 are 
designated for this purpose.

http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://www.alamancechurch.org
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December Birthdays    

1     Elaine Carlson 
2     Toby Jobe 
4     Lillie Snider 
5     Caroline Ransom 
6  Ethel Allred, Kathy Smith Kirkman 
8   Jay Busby, Paul Camp,  
                      Laura Ward Fogleman 
11   Mary Beard 
12   Darren Stevens 
13   Michael Holt, Susan Jefferson,   
        Carol Sharpe, Sarah Strandberg  
14  Jo Ann Camp 
15  Gabriella Brown, Avis Carraway, 
                              Beth Dyson 
16  Mike Lynch 
17  Lisa Benton,  
               Tommie Lynn Sullivan 
18  Telia Carroll, Alex Ford 
19  Walt Clark 
22  Kelsey Ford, Wilma Grubb 
24  Carol Huie 
25  Kitty Wells 
27  Patsy Sharpe 
28  Lee Shores 
29  Zach Hadley, Morgan Haynes,       
        Heather Lane, Larry Reynolds 
30  Ben White 
    

   

I T E M S  O F  I N T E R E S T

2

Open Door menus  
for December 

• December 5: Southwestern-style 
Chicken Tortilla Soup 

• December 12: Child 
Development Center audience 
joins Open Door, after their 4:30 
p.m. Christmas program in the 
sanctuary — which will be the 
devotional part of Open Door 
that night.                      
Congregation to bring desserts 
only, no sides on Dec. 12. NOTA 
BENE: We will eat in Brown 
Fellowship Hall on Dec. 12.   
Menu: Ham, macaroni-and-
cheese, green beans, biscuit. 

• December 19: To be decided. 
• No Open Door on Dec. 25. 

Monthly mission 
offerings 

Missions Ministry Team meets on 
third Wed. each month, at 5p, in 
Scott-Monroe-Anderson room. The 
team designates recipients of special 
missions offerings, throughout the 
year. 
     You may use the little Missions 
envelope included in each week’s 
bulletin packet to make a donation 
to special missions. Or, you may 
simply designation your check that 
you want the money to go to that 
particular cause. 
     Designated missions (subject to 
change, as need arises): 

• December: Greensboro Urban 
Ministry 

• January: Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, and Erin Padgett 
Atkinson 

• February: Youth Fund 
• March: U-Kirk 
• April: World Vision 

Officer elections 

Each year, we hold elections for 
elders, officers of the church who 
serve as the governing board of our 
congregation, the Session. 
     Nominations for officers to serve 
a three-year term on the Session are 
accomplished by a team of 
currently-serving elders. This year’s 
nominees will serve on the Class of 
2021: they will serve in 2019, 2020, 
and 2021.  
     If Nomination Team members 
ask you to serve on Session, please 
consider thoughtfully and 
prayerfully whether you can lend 
your skills and spiritual gifts to the 
congregation by becoming an elder. 
      Qualifications to serve include: 
formal membership in the 
congregation, wisdom and maturity 
of faith, skills in leadership, and a 
compassionate spirit. They shall be 
elected to serve terms of no more 
than three years. They are eligible 
for re-election, but shall not serve 
for more than six consecutive years. 
  

Year-end donations 
To claim a charitable contribution 
donation for 2018, donors must 
deliver or mail (and postmark) 
checks on or before December 31, 
2018. Checks personally delivered 
to the office after December 31 will 
not qualify for deductions for 2018 
— even if the check is dated 2018. 
     Checks written, mailed and 

postmarked in 2018 will be 
deductible, even if they are not 
received until 2019. 
     The church offices will be closed 
Monday, Dec. 24, 2018 - Tuesday, 
Jan. 2, 2019. Any personally 
delivered checks during this time 
should be placed in Jeanine Rossi’s 
mailbox in the workroom. 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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Habitat for Humanity’s Women Build 2019 

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Greensboro sponsors 
another Women’s Build in 2019. They invite women to 
devote at least one day to help build a house from 
framing to finishing — including landscaping — with 
all-women labor. 
     LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together) joins 10 other 
area women’s groups to sponsor the 2019 Habitat Women 
Build. LIFT’s commitment is $7,500. A Giving Wall 
display in the Thin Place Gallery keeps track of how much 
more money LIFT needs to raise.  
     Cookies & Pictures with Santa is on Saturday, 
December 15, 5-7:30 p.m. Decorate cookies! Have your 
child’s photo taken with a professional Santa. Photos are 
$10 — you’ll receive a digital copy. Food and drink will 
be available for purchase at this fundraiser.  
     Don’t feel restricted to give only through these events! 
You can donate to the effort anytime, by noting that your 
donation is for the Habitat Women Build 2019. 
     All women in the church and in the community are 
welcome to join this adventure, to impact people’s lives in 
big ways. 

Dining for Women  
https://diningforwomen.org 

All women are invited to the monthly meetings of the 
Dining For Women APC chapter.  
     The APC Dining for Women reboot first meeting in 
November was a rousing success! The intimate group 
had a fun and inspirational gathering. Delicious food 
was eaten. Fellowship and educational discussion were 
shared. Funds were raised to help young girls in Kenya 
have a better future.  
     The December meeting is on Thursday, December 
13, at 7 p.m. in the Coble House. Join DFW to learn 
how GRAVIS is helping improve the health of women in 
rural India.The formal program only lasts about 10 
minutes. 
     This is an opportunity to commune with other 
women of the church. Bring your sister, mother, 
daughter, friend, neighbor. Bring a dish to share, and a 
donation equivalent to what you would spend if you 
went out to eat. No donation is too small. 

When: Second Thursday of each month, at 7 p.m.  
Where: Coble House Center for Outreach. 
What to bring: A covered dish to share, and a monetary    
                        donation to Dining for Women. 
How it works: Women of all ages gather to break bread, 
to socialize, to learn about a different grantee being 
assisted each month, to make a donation equal to what 
you would have spent dining out (or whatever you feel 
comfortable giving), and to help women in extreme 
poverty to better themselves.  
      The group will hold meetings at Coble House 
instead of rotating among members’ homes. Members 
will be expected to sign up to host: to be responsible for 
setting up for the meal, preparing beverages, etc. — 
everything you would do in your own home, except that 
you don't have to clean your house first.  
     For more about Dining for women, check their 
website: https://diningforwomen.org. Or, contact Kathy 
Fay with your questions (kathyefay@gmail.com). 

Knit, Pray, Love ministry 

Knit, Pray, Love assists the Little Hats, Big Hearts project, 
sponsored by the American Heart Association (AHA) and 
the Children's’ Heart Foundation. Tiny red baby caps are 
stitched for newborns with congenital heart defects. 
Caps are distributed in February, American Heart 
Month. .     
     The members of KPL are making little red caps as fast 
as they can. To contribute — by making some of these 
hats, or to donate money to purchase suitable yarn as 
required by the AHA — please contact Linda Aydelette 
at linda.aydelette@gmail.com. Please do not donate 
yarn. A certain type of yarn is 
needed for these special gifts. 
     Deadline for Little Hats, 
Big Hearts is January 6, 
2019. All the KPL caps will be 
gifted to children at facilities 
in North Carolina. 
       Last year, KPL shipped 31 
little red hats to the AHA.  
Let’s help them exceed that 
number this year, and ship out 
50 caps! 

mailto:linda.aydelette@gmail.com
https://diningforwomen.org
https://diningforwomen.org
mailto:kathyefay@gmail.com
https://diningforwomen.org
https://diningforwomen.org
mailto:kathyefay@gmail.com
mailto:linda.aydelette@gmail.com
http://www.alamancechurch.org
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A Few Good Words:  
The annual Thanksgiving list 

Ransoming Jesus from Christmas 
  
“Happy Holidays!” Leave it to 
Americans to turn a thousand-year-
old greeting into a political/
ideological conflict.  
     Some insist that we need to put 
Christ back in Christmas. While 
some see a war on Christmas, others 
talk about a war on Thanksgiving 
and ignorance of Advent.  
     I tend to think we are broken 
people indeed if we are willing to let 
our culture wars take center stage in 
a season we intend to mark with 
peace on earth and good will to all.       
     But, having said that, I do think 
there is a real struggle happening to 
define the true spirit of Christmas.       
     The truth is that we live in an 
increasingly secular society, that 
does not have much time for the 
trappings of religion, but that is still 
infatuated with the ostentation of 
this season.  
     The truth is that our economy 
needs Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday so much, that Santa might 
as well be enthroned as its Lord and 
Savior. The truth is that families are 
separated by distance and 
circumstance, and that the holidays 
hold the promise of fleeting 
moments when everyone can be 
together. The truth is that our people 
fear the dark in ways they don’t 
begin to understand — and they 
desperately long for a little more 
light when the days grow shorter.  
     Instead of “putting Christ back 
into Christmas,” I wonder if we need 
instead to ransom Jesus from the 
holiday.  
     Jesus was born out among the 
livestock because there was no room 
for him in the overcrowded and 
overly-busy bustle of Bethlehem. No 
one made room for him then; and, 
two millennia later, it seems there 
just isn’t any room now, either.       

     We’re too busy with parades, 
parties, church gatherings, caroling, 
shopping, baking, and decorating. 
We cannot possibly do everything 
we want to do this time of year; and 
yet, at this time of year, everyone is 
“having” something.  
     When you don’t have time to 
blink, how can you make time for 
devotion? When you’re watching all 
ten of your favorite Christmas 
movies, when do find time to watch 
for the Messiah? When you’re 
forever waiting in traffic or in the 
checkout line at Walmart, when do 
you have time to wait for the coming 
of Emmanuel?  
     Luckily, the Church offers a ready 
remedy for the over-stimulation of 
Christmas. The Church counter-
programs with the season of Advent.       
     While throngs listen to the 
millionth chorus of Jingle Bells and 
Deck the Halls, the church lights a 
candle and keeps watch in the 
darkness. While the masses gripe 
over holiday greetings, and vie for 
the last Nintendo Switch; the Church 
waits with patience and attention for 
the God-who-comes-to-us to come 
again. While our culture’s Christmas 
creeps ever earlier into November, 
the Church holds its Christmas … at 
Christmas. While so many are way 
past done with Christmas by the time 
we get to December 25, the Church 
has been eagerly awaiting it, ready 
for it to begin. 
     In one of his songs, my friend 
David LaMotte sings this chorus: 
“My momma and my brother used to 
laugh at me, ‘cause I like my 
presents best when they’re still 
underneath the tree, and I can still 
dream about what each one might 
be.” 
     Friends, Christmas is celebrated 
best when we have waited and 
watched, when we longed for it with 
hope. Let our culture have its version 
of Christmas. Good News of Great 
Joy comes to those who know how 
to wait, because they know just how 
great a gift it they have received. Let 

our culture have its version of 
Christmas, and let us look for Christ in 
the manger only at our Advent’s end.  
      
 In Christ’s Love and Light, 
      

 Kyle 
  
   

A new Season and a new 
challenge for the Child 

Development Center 

Friends, here is an update about some 
difficult challenges facing our Child 
Development Center and the church, 
related to classroom space.    
    A visit from the fire marshal 
revealed that two CDC classrooms are 
not in compliance with the fire code.  
    The fire marshal has declared that 
classes for the 35 first grade and 
younger children in our CDC 
programs must be relocated to a lower 
floor with direct egress to the ground, 
by the end of this calendar year.  
     The CDC Board, Administrative 
Ministry Team, and Session are 
working together accomplish this task.  
    In order to move the preschool 
classroom downstairs, the CDC offices 
were relocated on November 30 to 
what was the Scott-Monroe-Anderson 
room. This room is located off the 
vestibule of the main entrance to the 
middle building, adjacent to the 
ground-floor classrooms 
     The Scott-Monroe-Anderson room 
has been relocated to the second floor 
of the Education building. It is beside 
the door to the middle building, across 
the hall from the Kids R.O.C.K. room.  
     For the short-to-mid future, we will 
move the kindergarten and first grade 
after-school programs to a partitioned 
space in Brown Fellowship Hall. The 
CDC will help us accommodate 
church activities that require Brown 
Hall. All partitions will be movable.  
     This not an ideal arrangement, but 
fire codes and operational needs make 
any other option unfeasible. 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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Ministry Musings 
I love the Advent season. I love the 
cheerful, positive music on the 
radio and in stores; I love the 
generosity and kindness it brings 
out across communities; I love the 
way it encourages people to gather 
together; I even love the smells of 
Advent — wood smoke and pine 
trees and baked goods.  
     For me, Advent and Christmas 
are great; but I am keenly aware 
that this is not true for many, many 
people. 
     Advent is not only a time to be 
“merry and bright”— for lots of 
folks it is a season that reminds 
them of deep loss. As Episcopal 
priest and founder of the Crazy 
Whole Life website, Josephine 
Robertson writes, “Because 
Christmas is what it is … loss is 
usually especially painful this time 
of year. Someone doesn’t even have 
to have died for you to be 
mourning. Maybe your marriage 
ended; or the one you thought 
was the one, wasn’t. You might be 
estranged from a family member or 
friend right now. Perhaps your 
faithful dog died after 12 long years 
together and you’re missing the wet 
nose in your ear every morning. 
Death and loss don’t take a 
vacation over the holidays.”   
     What can be even more difficult 
than such feelings of loss this time 
of year are the equally strong 

Coble House:  
A Center for Outreach 

The formal dedication of the Coble 
House was held on Saturday, 
November 17. 
     Notable guests included the Hon. 
Jon Hardister, representative to the 
North Carolina legislature; and the 
Rev. Joel Long, retired, and his wife, 
Ann. One of the two large rooms on 
the second floor of the house was 
dedicated to Rev. Long. 

5

feelings of guilt that accompany 
them. There are twinkly lights 
everywhere!  People are singing 
songs about snowmen! Jesus is 
coming! What’s not to be excited 
and joyful about?!     
     But this attitude isn’t, 
ultimately, helpful. Denying 
negative feelings doesn’t make 
them go away. If you feel bummed 
this season, be gentle with 
yourself. If you feel chipper this 
season, be gentle with others.  
     It is almost certain that 
someone in your circle of friends 
or family is experiencing loss or 
loneliness this Advent. Somewhere 
in our lives, there’s a widow or a 
widower, a single person far from 
family, or someone who has just 
had a rough year that each of us 
could reach out to, even if it’s just 
via a phone call or a card with a 
heartfelt note.   
     Jesus Christ, that little baby 
born in the manger we sing about 
every year, came to be with us — 
to show us the meaning of the 
word Emmanuel. And he gave his 
life 33 years after that precious 
manger scene, to show us what it 
means for us to offer ourselves for 
one another.        
     Making someone feel less alone 
might be the most important gift 
you share this season. Don’t miss 
out.     

Until next month, 

Pastor Jess 
        

  

T H E  P A S T O R S ’  D E S K S

     Your Session — and other teams 
— will work on long-term solutions 
in coming months. We will 
certainly share those proposals with 
the congregation.  
     In the meantime, we ask for the 
favor of your patience and 
understanding, as we all work 
together for the good of the 
ministries of this congregation.  

     In Christ’s Love and Light,  

 Kyle   

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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F O R  U S ,  F O R  O T H E R S

After the congregational Thanksgiving meal on Sunday, 
November 18, volunteers filled 68 shoeboxes with your 
donated items ,at a packing party in the Community 
Room, Any items not packed that day were transported to 
the Operation Christmas Child distribution center along 
with our full boxes. Volunteers there can use the loose 
items to “plump up” any less-than-full boxes they receive 
from elsewhere.

Operation Christmas 
Child:  

what we did 
Sign up to ring bells at the Elmsley Street Walmart! The 
pharmacy door needs to be manned, Monday-Saturday, 
Nov. 23-Dec. 24, 10a-8p. Two-hour shifts begin at 10 
a.m., end at 8 p.m. (No ringing on Sundays.) 
     Youth are encouraged to participate, with adult 
supervision. 

Hanging of the Greens 

On November 28, the Open Door fellowship crowd  
devoted itself to decorating the sanctuary Chrismon 
tree, and hanging stars in the space above the pews. 
     A good time was had by all. No one was stepped on 
by an elephant, or fell off a ladder. 
     Pay attention to the many decorative details that are 
popping up all over the church campus, as we prepare 
ourselves to await the Advent of the Christ Child.

Cake Sale 

LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together) joins 10 other area 
women’s groups to sponsor the 2019 Habitat Women 
Build. LIFT’s commitment is $7,500. 
     What proved to be a very popular event raised over 
$1,500 in one fell swoop. The Cake Auction saw a 
spread of desserts such has rarely graced the rooms of 
the middle building. Treasures from the ovens of skilled 
bakers were either donated directly to the annual 
congregational Thanksgiving luncheon on Nov. 19, or 
were taken home and eaten by the buyers. 

Thank you, all who participated, either in donating 
goods or in purchasing the pleasant pastries.

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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Watching and Waiting:  
Advent 2018  

• Sunday, December 2: Coble House Holiday 
Open House from 4-6 p.m.  

• Sunday, December 2: Kids’ R.O.C.K. Christmas 
Party and Nativity Practice, 4-6:30p. 

• Saturday, December 8: Carol-grams, a fundraiser 
for the Resident Artist program, 3-7 p.m. $25, 
contact Katie Hensley to send carolers to your 
friends and family (katie@alamancechurch.org). 

• Sunday, December 9: Lessons and Carols service 
10 a.m. Poinsettias appear in the sanctuary. 

Order by Dec. 3. 

• Sunday, December 9: Kids' Rock Christmas 
Caroling 4 p.m. 

• Sunday, December 9: Youth Christmas Party @ 
The Rigel House 6-7:30 p.m.  

• Wednesday, December 12: CDC Christmas 
Program 4:30 p.m. followed by Open Door 
5:45-7 p.m. 

• Saturday, December 15: Cookies and Pictures 
with Santa 5-7:30 p.m. ($10 for picture with 
Santa). Fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity’s 
2019 Women’s Build, sponsored by L.I.F.T. Circle. 

• Sunday, December 16: Advent Festival, featuring 
a Live Nativity and Christmas Carol Sing-a-long 
6:30 p.m. 

• Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service in the sanctuary at 7 p.m. 
Communion will be served.  

Boon Supply fundraiser 

Hey APC! Are you looking for a great opportunity to help 
the church; buy everyday items you need; and maybe 
even gift some things to your college student, teacher, or 
newlywed friends?  
     Look no further! We’re pleased to announce a new 
fundraiser, “Sundries for Service” through Boon Supply 
Company. All you have to do is visit their website: 
www.boonsupply.com and look up our “Sundries for 
Service” fundraiser. Then, shop til you drop! APC gets 
50% back on whatever you purchase — including 
tumblers, lunch bags, totes, kitchen & storage gear, & 
more.  
     So, get what you need for Back to School and help 
APC at the same time—a true win-win! 

https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/all… 

There's a sign-up 
sheet on the big 
bulletin board 
outside the sanctuary 
where you can sign 
up to have a team of 
semi-professional 
singers turn up at a 
location of your choice (within a ten-mile radius of APC) 
and serenade your family, friends, or neighbors with a 
delightful selection of songs of the Christmas season. 

This is a fundraiser in support of our Resident Artists 
program. Cost per location is $25. 

Sign up soon! The day of caroling is Saturday, December 
8, 2018; the time of day is between 3-6 p.m. Do, please, 
alert your family, friends, and neighbors to be at home 
that day and time, so they can enjoy your gift of music. 

Call Katie Hensley (336.697.0488 ext.129) or e-mail her 
(katie@alamancechurch.org) or sign up on the Carol-
Gram sheet on the bulletin board. 

Happy almost-Advent! 

Carol-grams

mailto:katie@alamancechurch.org
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boonsupply.com%2F&h=AT0MB3_kVNR9OMcdnO8yAK6GqycaeLz1aE9XtU92Cs5excbgAcD9uf2z3Ag9J8qbMg6BB_EsoHLHIaQWxx2u9046kdxhN29Wniz_6xfDuB4hIiXf78uqjTksuw1KcHFwJxcQEaobHuQMUWywInPuqVptrjA
https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/all?fundraiser=89385&complete&utm_source=share&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=fundraiser-detail-share&utm_content=Sundries%20for%20Service
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boonsupply.com%2F&h=AT0MB3_kVNR9OMcdnO8yAK6GqycaeLz1aE9XtU92Cs5excbgAcD9uf2z3Ag9J8qbMg6BB_EsoHLHIaQWxx2u9046kdxhN29Wniz_6xfDuB4hIiXf78uqjTksuw1KcHFwJxcQEaobHuQMUWywInPuqVptrjA
https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/all?fundraiser=89385&complete&utm_source=share&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=fundraiser-detail-share&utm_content=Sundries%20for%20Service
mailto:katie@alamancechurch.org
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It’s now possible to look and listen 
to Sunday morning worship at 
Alamance live, on-line. A few steps 
before you start your live streaming 
experience are simple to 
accomplish: 
    1. First, go to our website, 
www.alamancechurch.org. Scroll 
down the homepage for the Live 
Sunday Worship & Info box — and 
choose that option, to go to the 
Worship page. (Or, go to Connect at 
the top of the page, and choose 
Worship from the drop-down list.) 
     2. On the Worship page, the box 
for Worship Live Streaming is on the 
top right of your screen. Choose 
that option. It sends you to the 
Livestream page for Alamance 
Presbyterian Church 
(www.livestream.com). 
    3. Before you can access the live 

streaming service, you’ll be required 
to open an account with Livestream, 
either with your e-mail or your 
Facebook account. The Livestream 
site will prompt you to enter your e-
mail. It will then send you an e-
mail, and that e-mail will instruct 
you how to enter a password of your 
own choosing. After that, you’ll get 
an e-mail thanking you for joining 
Livestream.  
    4. On the Alamance Presbyterian 
Church website, the Worship Live 
Streaming page has all the recorded 
services still available; and options 
for services still to come. (The not-
yet-happened ones are listed so you 
can log in on those Sundays at 
10:15 a.m. to experience worship 
with the rest of the congregation, as 
it unfolds in real time.)

Live streaming  
the Alamance experience

Join us for one or all! ALL children 
are welcome, whether they attend 
church regularly, occasionally, or 
just stop by to check us out. 
    The APC Children’s Ministry at 
Alamance Presbyterian Church 
strives to provide a safe and loving 
church community where children 
will learn who Jesus is, experience 
his love, and grow to become his 
followers. 

Sunday school 
All children from PreK-5th grade 
meet together from 9-9:50 a.m. each 
Sunday. The curriculum is Godly 
Play. The Godly Play space is on the 
lower level of the Grant building. 

     Children’s Church 
Joy Thomas, Dir. of Children's 
Ministries, and helpers lead this 
worship. Children are ALWAYS 
welcome in the sanctuary — 
Children’s Church is offered for 
children to stay through a children’s 
message, then leave for a lesson of 
their own. They return after the 
sermon to continue worship.    
     Childcare is provided for infants 
through 3-year-olds, in a nursery in 
the Education Building, staffed by 
approved volunteers. 

Kids R.O.C.K. 
Kids Reaching Out to Christ’s 
Kingdom is a fellowship group for 
2nd-5th grades. Kids R.O.C.K. meets 
from 5-6:30 p.m. every Sunday 
during the school year, for a simple 
meal and a program that explores 
Christian life from a child’s 
perspective. 
     Parents: please fill out a 
permission form for each child. Sign 
up to provide a meal, if you want to 
help Kids. R.O.C.K. in that way.     
     Dress your child to move and be 
active at Kids R.O.C.K.! 

Looking ahead to December ~ we 
will go caroling on Sunday, 
December 9. The children will 

Children’s worship and fellowship
perform a live nativity scene for the 
Advent Festival on Sunday, December 
16. Joy Thomas needs to know if your 
child(ren) will  participate in either of 
these events ASAP. She must arrange 
for enough drivers/transportation for 
caroling — and figure out parts and 
costumes for the Nativity.  
     There will be no speaking parts to 
memorize.  Some children will read 
parts of the story while others will act 
out the part.  We will use Dec. 2 to 
practice and prepare for the Advent 
Festival — so if your child wants to be 
a part of the Nativity they must be 

there on Dec. 2.  We will have a small 
Christmas party after we practice. 

• December 2, 4:30-6 p.m.: Prep & 
Party. Make food for 6-6:30 p.m. 
meal 

• December 9: Caroling. Meet at 
APC by 4 p.m.; return time TBD 

• December 16: 5 p.m. arrival for 
pizza and run-through; 6:30 p.m. 
Advent Festival; cookies and 
cocoa afterward. 

Kids J.A.M. 
Kids, Jesus, Art, and Music, a worship 
arts ministry, meets in the Music Room 
on the lower level of the sanctuary 
building, from 5:15-5:45 p.m. on 
Wednesdays (before Open Door 
fellowship) during the school year. 
Kids J.A.M. is for ages K-5th grade, 
free of cost, and open to all children. 
     Adult volunteers and children 
come together to make friends, sing 
songs, play instruments, get moving, 
create art, have fun, and spread the 
love of Jesus out into the world.  
     Students at the Child Development 
Center can be picked up from their 
classrooms and escorted to the music 
room, and parents can pick up from 
there at 5:45! 
     Contact Katie Hensley, Dir. of 
Music, or Joy Thomas, Dir. of 
Children's Ministries, to find out how 
to volunteer. 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://www.livestream.com
http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://www.livestream.com
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Musically speaking … 
Adult Choir 

The APC Adult Choir rehearses nearly every Wednesday 
evening of the year — unless otherwise noted — in the 
choir loft, from 7-8:30 p.m. (rehearsal hours during 
Advent and Christmas may vary).  
This musical ministry is open to anyone of high school 
age or older, to make a joyful noise during worship 
services. Ability to read music is helpful but not required. 
We help each other to be our best selves, in the choir loft. 

Resident Artist program fundraiser:  
Christmas caroling subscription service 

See page 7 for details about an opportunity to send 
Christmas carolers forth into the bleak midwinter, 
warbling songs into the night air.  
     Several teams of adult carolers will make themselves 
available for hire (well, for a donation to the Resident 
Artist program) to regale your friends and relatives with 
Christmas musical cheer.  

APC Handbells 

The APC Handbell Ensemble sounds out the news: They  
rehearse their art in the afternoon, on the first and third 
Sundays of each month, from 4-5:30 p.m. They practice 
in the sanctuary. 
     Director of Music Katie Hensley invites you to hop on 
into the sanctuary on those Sundays, and pick up your 
bell and ring. Ability to read music is helpful, but not 
essential. Ability to count is imperative. 

Google Maps indicates that the cemetery 
of Alamance Presbyterian Church is 8.73 
acres of treeless, windswept hillside. The 
cemetery has been lovingly tended since 
at least 1762.  
     It’s a very exposed bit of acreage. In the 
best of weather our cemetery is buffeted 
by breezes from all directions, most days.  
     In good weather, flowers left in the path 
of mowers are moved out of the way of the 
machines, to get at the grass.  
     When storms happen, floral 
arrangements left on gravestones fly away 
on the gale, unless they are securely 
fastened. (Duct tape is not a secure 
fastener for this purpose.) 
     Storms tend to dump flying debris into 
the ditches along Presbyterian road. When 
those lost bits of flower arrangements are 
collected from the ditch, they are placed 
behind the brown shed near the picnic 
pavilion. You can search for them there, to 
replace them on the graves.  

Cemetery notes

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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The Alamance Presbyterian Church 
Food Pantry started a monthly directed 
food collection in 2016. 
     “What is a directed food 
collection?” you may well ask. Each 
month, the APC Food Pantry designates 
specific food items to be donated in the 
big box in the Gathering Place. 
      
Here’s a list of those specific items 
wanted for each month of the year. 

• December: Soups 
• January Canned beans 
• February Rice 
• March       Peanut butter, jelly 
• April Canned fruits 
• May Canned vegetables 
• June          Macaroni-and-cheese 
• July Crackers 
• August       Canned pasta 
• September Cereal, oatmeal 
• October Canned meats 
• November  Dry pasta, and 

                      spaghetti sauce

APC Food Pantry 

Since 2010, this church has offered 
groceries to up to 30 hungry 
families each week. Distribution is 
on Saturday mornings, from 
10:30-11:30. Set-up starts well 
before that.  
     We need volunteers to help with 

distribution to our guests, each 

Saturday morning! 

     This important local mission has 
priority to use Brown Fellowship 
Hall to do its work. Have you 
wondered why we don’t schedule 
events there on Saturday mornings? 
That’s why! 
      The Southeast High School 
R.O.T.C. helps us unload a monthly 
truckload of food from Second 
Harvest Food Bank in Winston-
Salem. Your monetary donations 
fund these regular purchases. 
Southeast Middle School donates 
fresh produce from their garden. 
Nathaniel Greene Elementary 
School donates to us through the 
Food Bus program. 
    Ask Connie Fish for details about 
how you can help with the work. 
You can now schedule your own 
workdays at http://signup.com/go/
h2b6xy. 

Food Pantry  
special collections

Potter’s House 

Since July of 2004, this church has 
served supper to hungry guests at 
Potter’s House on the third Saturday 
of each odd-numbered month of 
the year. Projected dates to serve in 
2019: January 19, March 16, May 
18, July 0, September 21, 
November 16. 

The work is intense while it lasts. 
Arrive at 6 p.m. to set up for the 
meal. Food is served from 7-7:45 
p.m. We are cleaned up and out 
the door by 8:15 p.m. 

Our mission statement 

We welcome all to the community of Jesus:  
to connect, to learn, to worship, to serve.  

      
We adopted our mission statement in 2014. It’s based on Matthew 28:19-20.  

This scripture is often called the Great Commission. 

How we describe ourselves: 

We are an ecumenical congregation in a Presbyterian 
Church (USA) form. 

What does that mean? It means that you are welcome to worship here no 
matter what Christian denomination  

you come from. All are welcome at the table of Jesus the Christ.

Open Door 
fellowship 

Most Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m., a 
covered-dish meal (entrée 
provided, you bring sides and 
desserts) is shared by all, in the 
Gathering Place. After the meal, we 
meet in the sanctuary at 6:30 for 
devotions. This year, our focus of 
study is on the gifts of the Spirit. 
December = Patience. 
     All are welcome at the table. 
Any who come early to set up, or 
stay after to help clean up, are 
doubly welcome. 

December 5: Southwestern chicken 
tortilla soup 
December 12: Ham, macaroni-and 
-cheese, green beans, biscuit 
December 19: To be decided 
December 26: No Open Door 

http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy
http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy
http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy
http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy
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Memorials  
and honoraria 

To the Food Pantry Fund: In memory of 
Bill Starr by the Mae Hobbs family, 
Jackie Fogleman. In memory of Jack 
Fail Sr. by Jackie Fogleman. 

To the Operating Fund: In memory of 
Bill Starr by Geneva Boswell. In 
memory of Linda Lynch by Ginnie 
Hanner, Tommy & Brenda Shaw, 
Howard & Ann Smith, Calvin Greeson, 
David & Faye Roberts. In memory of 
Avonlea Carraway by Allen & Kathy 
Dick. In memory of Susan Shaw by 
Allen & Kathy Dick. 

To the Bereavement Team Fund: In 
memory of Bill Starr by Loretta Allred, 
Floyd Fogleman, Laura W. Fogleman. 

      

Did you know? 

December trivia question 
I want to make a memorial gift. 

What are some church funds  
to which I can direct my gift? 

Answer to November trivia question 
What is the Heidelberg Catechism? 

The Heidelberg Catechism is a 
Protestant confessional document. It 
is a series of questions and answers, 
used in teaching Reformed Christian 
doctrine. It was written in 1563 in 
Heidelberg, present-day Germany.  
     Its original title translates to 
Catechism, or Christian Instruction, 

according to the Usages of the 

Churches and Schools of the 

Electoral Palatinate. The Heidelberg 
Catechism has been translated into 
many languages and is regarded as 
one of the most influential of the 
Reformed catechisms.  
     In its current form, the Heidelberg 

Catechism consists of 129 questions 
and answers. These are divided into 
three main parts:  

• The Misery of Man 
• The Redemption of Man 
• The Gratitude Due from Man 

     

      

Giving Thanks from Xpujil, 
November 19, 2018 

  
In a small village that struggles within 
a vast forest — far from the nearest 
bank or supermarket — a group of 
American women and men shovel 

Do tell 

Tell the church office about 
important events in your life, in the 
life of the community, or in the life of 
the congregation (336.697.0488 ext. 
121, info@alamancechurch.org). 
When you move, it is especially nice 
to let the church know, so we can 
send your giving statements to you. 
     Suggestions for topics are 
welcome — if yours won’t fit, there 
are other ways to spread the news. 
Guest articles written by, or 
submitted by, church members are 
subject to approval by senior staff 
members; and may be edited for 
space, content, and grammar.  
     Guest photographs are also 
welcome, if space is available, 
depending on what other church 
events are publicized each month.

Flowers for the sanctuary 
There is a goodly number of open 
dates to provide flowers for worship, 
in 2019. Cost of two arrangements 
for the sanctuary is $80, if you rely 
on the church office to order them for 
you, from Corum’s Greenhouse and 
Florist in Pleasant Garden. Or, you 
may provide your own flowers, from 
your own garden or from another 
florist.    
     You may keep the flowers after 
worship, or entrust the Presbyterian 
Women to distribute them to those in 
the community who need a bit of 
cheer — or you may distribute them 
yourself. (If you donate the flowers, 
your gift is tax-deductible.) 

sand and gravel into buckets that are 
whisked away and emptied into a 
cement mixer — again and again and 
again. They offer soft hands, muscles 
unfamiliar with manual labor, and 
skin that protests against a blazing 
Mexican sun. They work with cheer 
next to the villagers — strangers who 
guide them with smiles, waving 
fingers, and other gestures.  
     Words fly in Ch’ol, Spanish, and 
English; nobody knows all three.     
    There is a quenching of families’ 
thirst for clean water, and more. 
     This is just a glimpse of our cistern 
partnership — our “fruitful folly." If 
you have ever filled a bucket, sent a 
dollar, or said a prayer to make this 
happen, you are part of this amazing 
and improbable story.   
     I thank God. God works through 
you to help American and Mexican 
families unite to improve health —
physical, emotional, and spiritual. 
And, I also thank you.Without fanfare 
you share your time, toil, talent, and 
treasure with our partners. 
     Please keep us in your 
prayers.  We will do the same. 
  
Muchas gracias por todo.  
Many thanks for everything you do. 
  

Todd Luke 

A Thank-you note 

Thank you for all your warm 
thoughts, prayers, gifts of food and 
flowers during Jack’s sickness and 
death. Our hearts were richly 
blessed. 
     It is great to be part of such a 
wonderful church of people. May 
God’s blessings continue to flow 
through us all. 

Sincerely, 

Dena Fail 

mailto:info@alamancechurch.org
mailto:info@alamancechurch.org
http://www.alamancechurch.org
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Sunday morning 
volunteers 

Ushers/Greeters 
1st Sunday & 5th Sunday 
  Jon Garrett, Patty Starr 
  Side Door: Pat Lovell 

2nd Sunday 
  Ada Nelson, Patty and Cayce Church 
  Side Door: Birdie and Nora Church 

3rd Sunday 
  Jackie Fogleman, Telia Carroll 
  Side door: Jean Poe 

4th Sunday 
  Dena Fail, Leta Pillion 
  Side door: JoAnn Camp 

Offering Collectors 
1st Sunday & 5th Sunday 
  Graham Dail, Tina Garrett 
  Lee Shores Tommie Lynn Sullivan 

2nd Sunday 
Naomi Church, Erica Lane,  
Marcia Lane, Tony Sizemore 

3rd Sunday 
Nick Purvis, Albert Smith,  
            Steve Starr, Kirby Ward 

4th Sunday 
Harold Alexander, Bobby Jobe, 
   Willie Goncharow, Ed Gonzalez   

ALAMANCE 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IS 
INCLUSIVE, ECLECTIC, 
AND REFORMED. 
We are an ecumenical congregation in 
a Presbyterian Church (USA) form. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor 
Rev. Jessica Rigel, Associate Pastor  
                               for Discipleship 
Dr. Lucius Gray, Pastor Emeritus 
Andrew Long, Youth Director 
Katie Hensley, Director of Music 
Rebecca Oden, Accompanist 
Allie Garner-McGraw, Resident Artist 
Jonathan Arp, Resident Artist 
Joy Thomas, Dir., Children’s Ministries 
Jeanine Rossi, Financial Manager 
Lynn Barnes, Administrative Assistant 
Jane Preston, Director, 
 Child Development Center 
Keri Rojas, Asst. Director, CDC 

Missionary: Erin Padgett Atkinson,      
       Linguist, Wycliffe Bible Translators 

Alamance Presbyterian Church 
4000 Presbyterian Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 
(336)-697-0488 
www.alamancechurch.org 
info@alamancechurch.org 

Connect with us 
electronically 

“Like us” on Facebook We 
maintain several pages on the social 
media site Facebook. “Like” the pages 
to receive automatic notice on your 
own Facebook wall.  

... and check our website! 
The church website is found at 
www.alamancechurch.org. 

Newsletter 
deadline 

Deadline for the January, 2019 
issue of The Relay, our church 
newsletter, is Monday, December 17. 
Post your articles by “snail mail,” by 
e-mail (lynn@alamancechurch.org), 
phone the office (697-0488 x 121) —  
or hitch up your wagon and drive to 
the church to deliver it in person.  

Hours of Operation 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Friday: 
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Wednesday: 
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Finance Manager Jeanine Rossi  
will be in office 9a-5p M-Th,  
and 9a-12 noon on Fridays. 

Telephone #: 

336.697.0488 

Coffee hour volunteers 

Dec. 2: Burgess 
Dec. 9: Irwin 
Dec. 16: Monroe 
Dec. 23: Monroe 

Church offices 
will be 

C - L - O - S - E - D 
Monday, Dec. 24- Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019 

for Christmas. 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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