
Prayer of Confession 

Holy One, we have waited through many a long night, for your coming: like those of old our eyes have been 
red from weeping, our minds numb from anxiety, and our hands held out in longing. This Advent season finds 
us waiting again, asking: “When will you come to us? When will we see a star we can trust? When will wise 
ones rise up in our midst? When will humble workers see angels? How long, O God, must we wait for your 
promises to be fulfilled?” 
     Help us to be patient, God; meet us in our doubts and our questions. 
Open us to the understanding that you are the source of all love; and we need not feel so alone in our fear 
and our grief. Teach us to trust you again, to know that you are indeed Emmanuel, God with us. Amen. 

Responsive Psalm Reading                                         Psalm 85: 1-7 

One: Lord, you were favorable to your land; 
         you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
All: You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin. 

Refrain: 

One: You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger. 
All: Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
       and put away your indignation toward us. 
One: Will you be angry with us forever?  
         Will your prolong your anger to all generations? 

Refrain 
All: Will you not revive us again, so that your people may rejoice in you? 
One: Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. 

Refrain 
      

 One: This is the Word of the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 
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Wait for the Lord
(Psalm 27)
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WAIT FOR THE LORD
8.8

The refrain for this psalm, drawn from Psalm 27:14, comes from the ecumenical Community of Taizé in
France and is most effective when sung in parts. With repeated singing, it can also be used by itself as a
contemplative prayer and is especially appropriate in Advent.

PSALM 27
Refrain
1    The LORD is my light and my salvation;
     whom then shall I fear?
        the LORD is the strength of my life;
        of whom then shall I be afraid?
2    When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh,
        it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who stumbled and fell.
3    Though an army should encamp against me,
        yet my heart shall not be afraid;
      and though war should rise up against me,
        yet will I put my trust in the LORD.
4    One thing have I asked of the LORD;
      one thing I seek;
        that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life;
      to behold the fair beauty of the LORD,
        to seek God in the temple.    Refrain
5    For on the day of trouble the LORD shall shelter me in safety;
        the LORD shall hide me in the secrecy of the holy place
        and set me high upon a rock.
6    Even now the LORD lifts up my head
        above my enemies round about me.
      Therefore I will offer in the holy place an oblation
      with sounds of great gladness;
        I will sing and make music to the LORD.    Refrain
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Scripture Reading                                                 Isaiah 40:1-11 

     One: This is the Word of the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 

Affirmation of Faith            The Apostles’ Creed            - Ecumenical version 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 


