
Call to Worship 

One Voice: Prepare the way of the Lord! 
All Voices: Make way for the coming of God. 
One: Repent and be restored. Change your lives, and begin anew. 
All: Prepare the way of the Lord! 
One: Awash in the Spirit, follow in the footsteps of Christ. 
All: Prepare the way of the Lord! 
One: Beloved Children of God, marked and sealed forever,  
         live a life worthy of your calling, speak for truth and justice,  
         and open heaven for all to hear and see. 

Psalm Reading                                                        Psalm 29 

One: This is the Word of the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 

Prayer of Confession 

Holy One, where do we even begin? Our words have failed us, for we, too, have sown hostility and hatred. 
Worse, we have been silent in its wake. Our actions have failed you; they are mostly inaction. Our courage 
has failed us, and our impatience has failed our neighbors. We are content — even happy — with our 
hardened hearts and vile bitterness in our mouths. This is not who you have called us to be. Forgive us, change 
us, and embolden us. Baptize us with the Spirit and with fire. Unmake us and remake us. In the name of your 
beloved Son, we pray. Amen. 

Scripture Reading                                                       Mark 1:1-11 

     One: This is the Word of the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 

Affirmation of Faith                        Reaffirmation of Baptism                      - from the Book of Common Worship 

In Baptism you were joined to Christ and made members of his body. 
In the community of the people of God you have learned of God’s purpose  for you and for all creation. You 
have been nurtured at the table of our Lord and called to witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

You are citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin     and renounce evil and its power in 
the world? 

I renounce them. 

Who is your Lord and Savior? 

Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word and showing his love? 

I will, with God’s help. 

Will you devote yourself to the church’s teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers? 

I will, with God’s help. 


