
March 31, 2021 

Dear Alamance Presbyterian Church Community, 
  
I write to update you on three things happening at APC as we move into spring and — hopefully — a new start 
for the ministries of our congregation.  

Easter: Through the summer and the fall of 2020, an announcement ran in our bulletin each week, indicating 
that we planned to celebrate “Easter” on the first Sunday we were back in the building. Perhaps it was naïve, but 
the truth is that we simply did not know how persistent and far reaching the pandemic was going to be. Now, a 
year later, we ARE worshipping in-person this Easter, even if we have not yet reached that moment of celebration 
we once envisioned.  
     If you feel comfortable, we do hope you will come to worship on Sunday, April 4. We will worship outside 
on the lawn as we did last spring. As of this writing, the weather looks splendid.  
     New members are joining on Sunday. We will hold a brief meeting before worship to elect new officers. We 
will sing as a congregation! It will be a wonderful Sunday of new beginnings at Alamance!  
     During the service, we will decorate the cross in spring flowers. We ask you to bring some blossoms from 
home (or from the store) to adorn that symbol of resurrection and life revived and renewed. We hope families 
will bring their children, to help us decorate the cross during worship.  
     If you are coming, plan to bring your own lawn chair. (Chairs will be available if you do not have one to 
bring.) We will still ask you to wear a mask and to sit physically distant from one another. Of course, we will 
livestream the service for those more comfortable worshipping at home. 

Worship in the Sanctuary: In the weeks after Easter, we will continue to celebrate resurrection and renewal in 
our Sunday services. If you’re comfortable, we want you to come back to the sanctuary for worship in the weeks 
to come. I know there has been some confusion about the ways we are doing that. Let me dispel a few myths 
and try to clear some things up. 

•There is plenty of room in the sanctuary for you and your family. PLENTY. Yes, we only have 25% of our 
seating open right now, but the sanctuary was built to hold 500 people. We have ONLY closed seating to 
provide for physical distancing. The limitation is not maximum occupancy, but keeping six feet of distance 
between families. If you are worried about “taking someone else’s place,” please lay that concern aside. We 
invite you to sit with whomever you want to sit. We only ask that you make those plans before you arrive. 
We want to respect everyone’s “social bubble” — and your level of comfort may not match your neighbor’s. 
This is one way we can care for one another. 
•We are NOT requiring “reservations” or “tickets” to come to worship. We ask everyone to complete a 
Welcome Back Card, that covers standard COVID-19 questions and helps with contact tracing if we do have 
an exposure. Think of it as a pandemic version of the “friendship pads” we used to pass down the pews. 
•We do want you to be conscientious as you come into the sanctuary. We ask everyone to keep the aisles 
clear by taking your seat as soon as you enter, and exiting row by row when worship concludes. Our ushers 
are on hand to help us with that. If you do want to visit with your neighbor or speak with a member of the 
staff, we encourage you to have those conversations after you leave the sanctuary.  
•

Small Group Gatherings in the Building: At its Sunday, March 28 meeting, the Session granted permission to all 
classes and small groups to resume meeting inside the building if they so choose. This includes women’s circles, 
Bible studies, Sunday school, exercise classes, ministry team meetings, etc. Groups with previously established 
schedules  — like scouting programs, Lion’s Club, and A.A. — may return to the building as well. We are not 
currently reserving space for individuals or outside groups. The Coble Center for Community Outreach can still 
be used for this purpose.       

(continued on back) 

4000 Presbyterian Road 

Greensboro, NC 27406  

phone 336 697 0488 

fax 336 697 0222         

 w w w . a l a m a n c e c h u r c h . o r g 



Every group that uses our buildings must observe physical distancing and mask-wearing. They should avoid the 
main entrance and Brown Fellowship Hall on weekdays: Those spaces have additional restrictions required by 
North Carolina for the state licensing of our daycare. Please enter the building on weekdays through the 
breezeway door between the sanctuary and the middle building. If your group would like to meet in person, 
please contact the church secretary, Lynn Barnes, to add your meeting to our calendar.  
     Kid’s R.O.C.K. and Youth Group will continue to meet outdoors in the Picnic Pavilion through the end of the 
school year. The Pavilion has been a great meeting space for us. With warmer weather on the way, we still 
encourage all our small group gatherings to consider reserving that space for their meetings. 

Please keep praying for our church and for each other. The road has been hard, it has taken its toll, and we aren’t 
through the wilderness yet. Keeping reaching out and looking out for each other. Keep the faith, and trust that 
we will all be together soon. 

        
In God’s abiding love, 
        

Kyle 


