We welcome all to
the community of
Jesus: to connect, to
learn, to worship, to
serve. We are an
ecumenical
congregation in a
Presbyterian Church
(USA) form.
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Advent and What’s Coming in 2021
A Few Good Words
This time of year, we are all about good
news of great joy for all people. We call
that news “Advent,” or “the Coming of
the Lord.” We believe that God came
down to be with us in the person of Jesus
of Nazareth. We believe that Christ is
coming again in glory to make all things
new. And we believe that the world has
been living in between those two
moments for the better part of two
millennia.
The year 2020 has taught us much
about living “in between.” Every
December, we talk a lot about
expectation and longing. In 2020, we
have been living that out, as we wait for
the blessing of healing from this
pandemic and the end of this time of
physical distancing and social frustration.
We are all longing to get back to church!
For that at least, there is good news!
It’s not exactly “good news of great joy
for all people.” In fact, it is more like
“cautiously optimistic news to be taken
with a grain of salt.” Still, it is news your
Lead Pastor is excited to share. At its
meeting on November 22, the Session of
Alamance Presbyterian Church voted
unanimously to begin allowing a small
number of worshippers into the
sanctuary as we begin 2021. (We are
looking at the middle of January, after the
holidays.) Those numbers will be VERY
small at first — and they will be by
appointment only. We will require masks
and distancing. We will be asking the
screening questions you are all familiar
with by now. But we will try it.
More details will be forthcoming, but
there are two important considerations
we can tell you about now. First, we are
still considering local COVID case
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numbers in our decisions. Those
numbers are trending in the WRONG
direction right now. If our hospital
system is overwhelmed and the
pandemic keeps surging through the
next six weeks, it is hard to imagine
we will begin meeting in person
inside. So, we want to urge you to do
your part by staying vigilant and
encouraging other people to do the
same. Encouraging others to do the
things that mitigate the spread of this
virus is the best way you can help us
get back inside!
Second, once we start, if we do
find that we have a positive test from
someone who has been inside the
building, our services will be virtual
for the following two weeks. This is a
standard practice that many churches
have adopted, and we think it makes
sense for Alamance.
We have a good hope that we can
start very small and gradually
increase the numbers through late
winter and spring. As vaccines begin
to reach our members, particularly
those most vulnerable, we will be
able to gradually see a return to
normalcy. With any luck, things will
be looking up by the summer!
In the beginning of this pandemic,
I had hoped for a triumphant,
glorious return to the sanctuary,
en masse. I wanted it to be a big
Easter celebration for our church. I’ve
come to understand that to be an
unrealistic and naïve expectation.
Worship in the building will come
again, perhaps fittingly, in ways more
like Christmas ... Small. Personal.
Relational. Hopeful. A little light
shining in the darkness.
(continued on page 2)
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Church Offices
Now Open
Church offices are officially
open, though staff may still
elect to work from home.
Please call for an appointment
to meet with any church staff
member: both to assure they’ll
be in, and for a code to enter
the middle building door. Use
the breezeway door, NOT the
main entrance. The APC Child
Development Center uses that
entrance for staff and children.
Buildings will remain
closed to meetings and classes
until Session rules it is safe to
re-open the church. All groups
must request permission from
Session to meet inside.
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(continued from page 1)
In the meantime, in the “in between
time,” we have a wonderful Advent
planned for our church. As I said in
my prayer of confession this past
Sunday, we long for Advent as we
want it to be, and struggle to accept
Advent as it must be this year.
Though it is not the Advent we
would choose, there are some joyful
things to experience this month. If
you’re looking for fun, plan on
lighting up the night in our
Christmas Car Parade or taking the
little ones in your family to our Visit
with Santa. Make an ornament or
two for our outdoor “Chris-NON”
tree. If you’re looking for shopping,
visit our Alternative Christmas
Market online. If you’re looking to
give back, sign up to ring the bell
for the Salvation Army, volunteer at
the Food Pantry, or write Christmas
cards to our homebound members
and our friend Zach Hobbs. If
you’re looking for an Advent
devotional for your family, we have
one of those premiering on our
YouTube channel every day. If
you’re looking for worship, tune in
to our Lessons OF Carols service, or
our virtual Christmas pageant. And
we will have an outdoor Christmas
Eve service this year, regardless of
the weather!
Friends, my Advent prayer for us
all is that this “in between” time of
longing will be over sooner than
later; but I also pray that it will have
taught us to value and treasure what
it means to receive Christ, to belong
to our church, and to be a part of
the Kin-dom of God. If we must live
“in between,” then let’s at least
learn and grow from it!
In the Hope, Love, Joy,
and Peace of Christ,

Kyle
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Year-end donations
To claim a tax-deductible
charitable donation for 2020,
donors must deliver or mail (and
postmark) donations on or before
December 31, 2020. Checks
written, mailed and postmarked in
2020 will be tax-deductible, even
if not received until 2021. Checks
hand-delivered after January 1,
2021 will not qualify for 2020 tax
deductions, even if dated 2020.
Church offices will be closed
December 24-25.
Only a skeleton staff will be on
hand December 28-January 1. Any
personally-delivered checks should
be placed in Financial Manager
Jeanine Rossi’s workroom mailbox.

Staff Love Offering
will be collected during worship
on December 6 and 13; or you
may mail in your gift, or deliver it
directly to the church office.
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December Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5
6
8
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
22
23
24
27
28
29

30

Elaine Carlson, Anna Dimmick
Toby Jobe
Jack Oliver
Lillie Snider
Caroline Ransom
Ethel Allred, Kathy Kirkman
Jay Busby, Paul Camp
Mary Beard
Darren Stevens
Michael Holt, Carol Sharpe,
Sara Strandberg
Jo Ann Camp
Gabriella Brown, Beth Dyson
Mike Lynch
Lisa Benton,
Tommie Lynn Sullivan
Alex Ford
Walt Clark
Christopher Skerlak
Kelsey Ford, Wilma Grubb
Jake Rapp
Carol Huie
Patsy Sharpe
Lee Shores
John Dyson Jr.,
Zach Hadley,
Morgan Haynes, Heather Lane
Emma Holland

Live-streaming Worship Services
Look and listen to Sunday morning worship at Alamance live, on-line. A few
steps before you start are simple to accomplish:
1. Go to our website, www.alamancechurch.org. Scroll down the
homepage for the Live Sunday Worship & Info box. Choose that option, to go
to the Worship page. (Or, get to Worship from the Connect drop down list.)
2. On the Worship page, the box for Worship Live Streaming is on the top
right of your screen. It sends you to the Livestream page for Alamance
Presbyterian Church (www.livestream.com).
3. Before you can access the live streaming service, you must open an
account with Livestream, either with your e-mail or your Facebook account.
The Livestream site will send you an e-mail that will instruct you how to
enter a password of your own choosing.
4. On www.alamancechurch.org, the Worship Live Streaming page has all
the recorded services still available — and options for not-yet-happened
services so you can log in on those Sundays at 10 a.m., in real time.
Sometimes, Livestream does not work as well as we expect it to work. Bear
with us! With God’s grace, we’ll all get through this together.
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Town of Pleasant Garden’s
17th Veterans Appreciation Event
On Sunday, November 10, the Town of Pleasant
Garden, the North Carolina House of Representatives,
and the United States Congress recognized nine local
veterans and thanked them for their military service to
our nation. Among them were several Alamance
community members:
Richard N. Grubb, SP4 E4, U.S. Army
Robert L. Forbis, Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army
Randall E. Jobe, Corporal, U.S. Army
Bobby Curtis, Staff Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps

Richard & Wilma Grubb

Bobby Curtis

Randall Jobe and family members
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Bob Forbis and the Hon. Jon Hardister
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Mission Update:
Submitted by Jesse & Erin Atkinson
Wycliffe Translators,
Oaxaca (wah-HAH-kah), Mexico
A SEASON OF ANTICIPATION!
As we’re eagerly anticipating the
birth of our son this month, it’s been
a special reminder of just how
special and exciting the birth of our
Savior is!
We are on pins and needles with
excitement to meet our baby boy,
hold him, and love on him. As
exciting and life-changing as our
little guy’s arrival will be, it’s all the
more exciting and life-transforming
that God Himself, Maker of the
heavens and earth, took on the form
of a helpless, crying, little baby!
Somebody had to change Him, feed
Him, and sing to Him when he
cried. He grew up just as our little
guy and billions of other babies
throughout history have had to grow
up.
And not only did the Creator take
on the form of the creature,
exchanging His throne and glory for
our limited human form; but He
then lived the life we should have
lived. He suffered and died for us,
all so that we sinners could be
credited with His righteousness and
enjoy His presence for all eternity!
This is Good News! Our God is
Emmanuel—He is with us, and He is
for us!
As we’re all also feeling a bit
weary (and eager for 2020 to end!),
we’re praying that this season of
anticipating Jesus’ coming would be
an encouragement to each of us. As
excited as we are to meet Baby
Atkinson, we’re also tremendously
excited to celebrate with you and all
of God’s people that Christ was born
two millennia ago!
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STAY CONNECTED:
Our Wycliffe page/Giving:
wycliffe.org/partner/JEAtkinson
Sign up for newsletters:
jotform.com/form/92304614403144
Jesse’s e-mail:
jesse_atkinson@wycliffe.org
Erin’s e-mail:
erin_atkinson@wycliffe.org
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Ministry Musings
Greetings Family,
In their song Truckin’, the Grateful
Dead sing, “Lately it occurs to me,
what a long strange trip it’s been!”
That’s how I feel about 2020. In a
word, this year has been surreal.
Nothing in my seminary or lived
experience could have prepared me
for learning what it means to pastor
a church through a pandemic.
But as exhausting and untenable
as this year has often been, ministry
hasn’t actually changed that much.
I still lead folks in worshipping
God. I still point folks to God’s
presence in their life. I still
volunteer to feed Christ’s sheep at
the Food Pantry, and practice
Sabbath with the high schoolers
during Sunday school, and do
weddings, and funerals, and
welcome new members to our
church family.
Nobody prepared me for this
because I was already prepared.
God made sure of that.
And God has made sure we’re
all prepared. The amount of
creativity and chutzpah that APC
has generated in the past eight
months could fuel the International
Space Station! It may seem that
2020 was a lost year, but let’s
review what we did together.
Since March, we have:
• Worshipped our God creatively
through digital, drive-in, and
outdoor services
• Introduced an inclusive new
“sermon talk-back” format
• Prepared and served five meals
at Potter’s House
• Donated over $2,450 to Habitat
for Humanity, the Shepherd
Center of Uganda, our partners
in Puerto Rico, and Todd Luke’s
cistern ministry in Mexico
• Hosted a Pentecost pilgrimage,
a Palm Sunday Parade, a drivethru communion event, a Golf

s
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Tournament, a Rock-a-thon, and
a drive-thru Trunk or Treat
Cleaned out the MMO building
and donated its contents to the
Child Development Center
Welcomed AA to use our space
for meetings
Revived our Cub Scout pack
Consistently fed an average of
30 families a week through our
Food Pantry
Started a working group to
discuss addressing systemic
racism as a faith community
Created a new Christian
education book study group
that has now read three books
together
Shared with the world videos of
music and devotions from our
staff
Hosted youth and children
events and Zoom lunches
Sold countless mums, wreaths,
lasagnas, meals, and shirts to
stay financially viable
Delivered prayer shawls and
cradle caps to families
throughout our community
Continued to support the work
of our Child Development
Center
Created prayer walks and chalk
obstacle courses for our
children
Commissioned and launched a
Stephen’s Ministry program
Partnered with Peacehaven
Community Farm to get fresh
produce to our Food Pantry
clients
Hosted drive-thru birthday
parties, wedding showers, and
other celebrations in the life of
our community
Prepared and served meals to
members recovering from
surgery, through Meal Train
Celebrated three virtual choir
performances and three live
handbell choir performances
Supplied gifts and breakfast for
staff at Irwin, Alamance, and
Simkins elementary schools
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Created a Chris-NON tree
featuring ornaments crafted by
our church family
Shared phone calls, handwritten
cards, and baked goods with
shut-ins
Recorded and posted funeral
services for people who couldn’t
attend those events
Built and installed both a Little
Free Food Pantry and a Little Free
Library
Continued our commitment to
the Red Kettle Drive with the
Salvation Army
Delivered back-to-school bags,
Easter eggs, Halloween candy,
and Pentecost cupcakes to our
youth and children
Collaborated with other local
churches to create a virtual
Thanksgiving worship service
Planned a virtual Advent
devotional, Christmas pageant,
and Lessons of Carols worship
service
Co-hosted a blood drive with
Alamance Elementary School
Offered digital Sunday school
learning opportunities
Participated in a Presbytery-wide
Culture of Generosity training

… AND SO MUCH MORE!
Friends, church has always been
more about what we do outside of
the building than what we do inside
of it. This has been a unique year, but
our worship hasn’t ceased. In this
season of Advent when we wait for
the light of Christ, let us not forget
the light that God fuels each of us;
and let us renew our commitment to
generously share it with everyone.
Until next month,
with love and light,

Pastor Jes

www.alamancechurch.org
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Stephen Ministry at APC
The Stephen Ministry is a "distinctly
Christian caregiving ministry.”
Stephen Ministry congregations
equip and empower lay caregivers
to provide high-quality, confidential,
Christ-centered care to people who
are hurting — usually to one person
at a time — meeting with that
person once a week for about an
hour. Twice monthly, the ministers
meet with their leaders for
supervision and continuing
education.
Members of the APC Stephen
Ministry are actively engaged with
the Congregational Care and
Outreach team to develop a
reference tool for our congregation,
that will connect users with local
community resources for help in
times of emergency or distress.

Training Begins
for the Next Class
of Stephen Ministers
Please be in prayer for our Stephen
Ministers as they begin their work in
our congregation.
We also ask you to be in prayer
for those whom God might be
calling to this training next. We have
already begun training with a new
group of Stephen Ministers.
We would love to have you join
this ministry. Our current Stephen
Ministers will all attest that the
spiritual growth and the small group
support has been a tremendous
blessing in their lives already.
As is true in most things, we
cannot "outgive" God. To paraphrase
St. Francis, it is in giving that we
receive and in caring that we are
cared for!
To find out more about the Stephen
Ministry class, contact Kyle
Goodman
(kyle@alamancechurch.org), Lee
Shores (rlshores88@gmail.com), or
Becky Brinkley
(ranb2005@gmail.com).

The Blessings
of Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry multiplies
blessings throughout the church
and community.
• Congregations carry out Christ’s
commandment to “Love one
another as I have loved you”
(John 15:12 RSV) in a powerful
and practical way.
• Pastors have a team of gifted,
trained, and committed lay
caregivers ready to minister to
hurting people.
• Lay people nurture and use
their gifts in meaningful
ministry, growing spiritually as
they serve others.
• People who are hurting have a
caring Christian presence to
provide emotional and spiritual
support.
In short, Stephen Ministry helps
carry out the mission of the church.
Check their website,
www.stephenministries.org, for
more about this new/old venture at
Alamance Presbyterian Church.

The first Stephen Ministers at
Alamance Presbyterian Church in
over a decade were commissioned
on Sunday, August 2, 2020 during
the Drive-in Church worship
service: Becky Brinkley, Nancy
Durham, Kathy Medder, Sam
Nelson, Lee Shores, Judy
Uniatowski, Kitty Wells, and
Melinda White.
Contact APC Stephen Ministry
Leaders with your questions (Becky
Brinkley, 336.269.6096,
ranb2005@gmail.com; Lee Shores,
336.202.8410, shoresr@gcsnc.com.)

THE RELAY: DECEMBER, 2020
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Knit, Pray, Love
Ministry
Baby Items
- submitted by Linda Aydelette
APC KPL has an ongoing project
for our congregation! We invite
everyone (knitter, crocheter,
seamstress, quilter) to create baby
hats, receiving blankets, and burp
cloths for Women's and Children’s
Hospital at Cone Health.
This project is NOT limited to
KPL!!! We are so excited to help
out the maternity and newborn
departments which average 25
babies born every single day!
Suggested patterns (not mandatory)
are posted on Facebook. More info
is in a video on the church website
(www.alamancechurch.org).
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We know there is a myriad of
talented folks in our congregation
who can create beautiful things for
these new little people arriving in the
world! Is that someone YOU?!
In the meantime if you have
questions, you can contact Linda
Aydelette for any information at
linda.aydelette@gmail.com.

Christmas-oriented hats now that the
season is upon us. And of course, the
traditional blue, pink, yellow, mint
green are always appreciated.
Ms. Langley noted that it's best
NOT to add chin straps to these caps.
A wide variety of sizes will be
accepted, since older pediatric
patients also receive these hats.

Thanks to Knit, Pray, Love and a
bunch of other knitters and
crocheters, we were able to deliver
90 cradle caps to the Women's and
Children's Hospital at Cone Health
recently. Due to COVID-19, the
Women's and Children's Hospital
have received far fewer donations
this year. The caps from APC have
made a huge difference.

A good, GOOD and BEAUTIFUL
thing for God, y'all!! Continue and
keep it up! Baby blankets are
extremely needed as well — and
don't forget to continue to create
prayer shawls too.
THANK YOU all for your donations.
Keep turning them in at the box on
the porch of the little yellow house.
Linda checks it weekly!!

Ms. Langley (the volunteer
coordinator at Women’s and
Children’s Hospital) would like

Christmas caps a-plenty!

THE RELAY: DECEMBER, 2020
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"You're Gonna Be OK"
Each year, Artist William "Bill" Mangum designs and paints a
wintry scene that becomes the image of the Honor Card for that
year. His paintings have an underlying message of hope and
support.
This year's theme is "You're Gonna Be OK.” Donors
underwrite the cost of the card, so all proceeds go directly to
Greensboro Urban Ministry's programs that provide emergency
shelter, food, utility and rent assistance, transitional housing and
case management.
The Honor Card is a marvelous way to recognize a friend or
family member; and at the same time, give a meaningful gift to
someone in need.
With a donation of $5 or more, you receive an Honor Card
that you send to that individual, recognizing them and
contributing to their honor.
Since its inception, more than 1,000,000 Honor Cards have
been sent to a special friend or family member.
This holiday season, stand with G.U.M. to help our neighbors
who are struggling, those who have faced hardships and are
experiencing homelessness. The Honor Card is a great way to
support the work of Greensboro Urban Ministry and share the
message of need, by honoring a friend or family member by
purchasing a card.

The Mission Team offers a
Digital Alternative Christmas Market
for 2020.
Don’t let COVID-19 disrupt the spirit of sharing
this year! The products sold through these
agencies support people with disabilities, female
farm workers, people experiencing homelessness,
the formerly incarcerated, and even our own
church programs.
Don’t just give a gift, give a gift that gives back!
Benevolence Farms: NC-sourced candles, soap,
and bath products
Peacehaven Community Farm: Handmade
nativities, ornaments and soaps
A Special Blend: Coffee, mugs, and t-shirts
Habitat for Humanity: Christmas Honor Cards
Greensboro Urban Ministry: Christmas
Honor Cards
Cafe Feminino: Coffee, mugs, and t-shirts
Homeboy Industries: Clothing, baked goods,
mugs, and more!

THE RELAY: DECEMBER, 2020

Honor your loved ones with a
Habitat for Humanity Holiday Card
Honor family members, friends, and colleagues by sending
them Habitat Greensboro’s Holiday Honor Card.
Each card is a minimum of $5. All proceeds help to build
homes, communities, and hope in Greensboro.
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From the APC
Food Pantry Team:
- submitted by Amy Yow,
Co-Team Leader
During these difficult pandemic
times, our Food Pantry has remained
open. We continue to serve 30
families a week.
In November, we served 110
families, 343 people. Special thanks
are extended to everyone who
helped to make our clients a special
Thanksgiving dinner with all your
kind donations!
We ask that you continue to
remember our pantry when you
shop. We ask that you please pick
up a little extra, for our hungry
guests. We always need cereal, pop
tarts, mac-and-cheese, spaghetti
sauce, instant mash potatoes, etc.
There is a blue container at the
door to Brown Fellowship Hall
behind the church where you may
leave your donations. Members of
the Food Pantry Team will schlep
them into the building on your
behalf — since the Child
Development Center uses Brown
Fellowship Hall as classroom space,
entry to that space is not permitted
on weekdays.
If you have any Food Pantry
questions (or if you need your items
to be picked up) please contact Amy
Yow at (336)-706-3550.

Potter’s House
Since July of 2004, APC has served
supper to hungry guests at the
Greensboro Urban Ministry’s
Potter’s House on the third Saturday
of each odd-numbered month.
2021 dates: January 16, March 20,
May 15, July 17, September 18,
November 20 .
This essential local hunger-relief
ministry is allowed to operate
during pandemic restrictions.
THE RELAY: DECEMBER, 2020
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G.U.M. has implemented
physical distancing measures in its
dining room. Servers wear masks
and gloves. Guests are instructed to
wash their hands before being
seated (and are monitored as they
do so).
The work is intense, but not
long. Arrive at 6 p.m. to set up for
the meal. Serve food from 7-7:45
p.m. We clean up and are out the
door by 8:15 p.m. most usually.
Your donation of home-made
desserts are welcomed. (Cakes,
bars, and cookies are the easiest to
serve, and for guests to eat. Pies are
tricksy to serve, very messy to eat.)
Let Darren Hadley know that
you or your group want to help
serve a meal — or two, or three —
at Potter’s House.
(darren.hadley@triad.rr.com).

Special Collections
The APC Food Pantry has
designated specific food items to be
donated each month. Here’s a list of
the specific items wanted for each
month:
• December: Soups
• January: Canned beans
• February: Canned pasta
• March: Peanut butter, jelly
• April: Canned fruits
• May: Canned vegetables
• June: Macaroni-and-cheese
• July: Crackers
• August: Canned pasta
• September: Cereal, oatmeal
• October: Canned meats
• November: Dry pasta, sauce
9
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APC will continue to operate the
Food Pantry unless required to stop
by federal, state, or county
government. Our pantry works
under precautions recommended
during COVID-19 restrictions,
including pre-packing food and
delivering it to clients in a car line.
Once each month, we pick up
food from Second Harvest Food
Bank in Winston-Salem. Every
Wednesday, volunteers pack
grocery bags and put them in carts
for the week’s guests.
Working with Second Harvest
Food Bank, we developed
pandemic protocols for safe
distribution of food. Clients no
longer fill out paperwork in their
cars. Instead, a Food Pantry
volunteer verifies needed
information over the phone, earlier
in the week.
When a client arrives to pick up
food on a Saturday morning, they
stay in their car and provide their
name to a masked volunteer, from a
safe, six-foot distance. Once
verified, masked volunteers load up
the car with the food. There is no
physical contact with the clients.
All volunteers wear masks and
use hand sanitizer, before loading
the shopping carts that are pushed
out to clients’ cars.
The team still gathers in a circle
to pray before it begins distribution;
but they do not hold hands, and
they stay six feet apart.
The Food Pantry can always use
more Saturday morning volunteers
to help with distribution (9-11:30
a.m.). If you would like to help, visit
http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy to
sign up for a date.
Sign up as often as you want, but
do, please, sign up rather than just
showing up. Kris Levine, Volunteer
Coordinator, needs to know how
many volunteers are coming ahead
of time. We want this to be a good
experience for volunteers as well as
clients! Questions? please call Kris
Levine at (336)-558-6759.
www.alamancechurch.org
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Christmas Memorial and Honor Gifts 2020
During the Advent season, you may remember your loved ones by
giving to a fund of the church. If you would like to remember your
loved ones by giving to a church-designated fund, please print the
names below as you wish to have them acknowledged in the Christmas
Memorials bulletin insert on Sunday, December 20, 2020.

Stop by
rom
ee later.

reating
are

r.

Return this form & money to the church office by Monday, Dec. 14.
Please make checks payable to Alamance Presbyterian Church.

In memory of
Given by
In honor of
Given by
Fund:

wship
ime to
94-visit

hip.

oin the
to
will

worship

p.m.
g.

Christmas Poinsettias: December 20, 2020
This year, we have pre-ordered 40 (forty) plants from Mindenhill Farm,
for display in the sanctuary at Christmas time. The first 40 requests will
be honored. (We might be able to obtain more plants later, but that is
unclear because of complications caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.)
Please print names as you would like to have them acknowledged in
the Christmas Poinsettia bulletin insert on Sunday, December 20, 2020.
Poinsettias cost $14 each. Please make checks payable to Alamance
Presbyterian Church.
Return this form & money to the church office by Monday, Dec. 14.

In MEMORY of
Given by
In HONOR of
Given by
Number poinsettias ordered

Amount enclosed $
THE RELAY: DECEMBER, 2020
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Memorials and
Honoraria
To the Operating Fund: In memory of
Harvey Starr by the Sherlie Andrew’s
Sunday school class, Floyd Fogleman,
Nancy Durham. In memory of Charles
Hadley by Thelma Greeson. In memory
of Jill Bridges by Carl Parsons. In
memory of Kenneth McAdams by Floyd
Fogleman. In memory of Janie
Clendenin by Nancy Dyson, Floyd
Fogleman, Thelma Greeson. In memory
of Ronnie Allred Sr. by Thelma Greeson.
In memory of Laura Ward Fogleman by
Nancy Dyson. In memory of Betty
Hunter by Nancy Dyson. In memory of
Jack Holt by Nancy Dyson. In memory
of Jim Hunter by Nancy Dyson. In
memory of George Staley by Nancy
Dyson. In memory of Julia Forbis by
Nancy Dyson. In memory of Jean Poe
by Nancy Dyson. In memory of Doris
Rich by Nancy Dyson. In memory of
J.C. Andrews Jr. by Nancy Dyson. In
memory of Flo Reece by Nancy Dyson.
In memory of Lester Dyson by Nancy
Dyson. In memory of Mae Hobbs by
Nancy Dyson.
To the Music Fund Fund: In memory of
Barbara Oakes by Thelma Greeson. In
memory of Mary Drinkard Key by
Thelma Greeson.

Chris-NON Tree on the Lawn:

Add a weather-proof ornament to an outdoor “chris-NON” tree. Stop by
the little yellow house and pick up instructions and components from
the big blue bin to take home. Return finished ornament to the tree later.

Blue Christmas: Sunday, December 6, 10 a.m. during worship.
Not everyone is cheery at Christmas. Increasingly, churches are creating
sacred space for people living through dark times. Such services are
reflective, and offer healing and hope.
This is the last outdoor, in-person worship service for the year.

Visit with Santa: Sunday, December 6, 2-6 p.m. in Brown Fellowship
Hall (sponsored by L.I.F.T. Circle). Use this link to sign up for your time to
see Santa: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044AA9A92EA6F94-visit

Lessons of Carols: Sunday, December 13, 10 a.m. during worship.
Learn the history of some favorite carols. Hear the familiar songs
beautifully performed.

Christmas Car Parade: Sunday, December 13, 5:30 p.m.

Dress up / light up your vehicle. Meet in lower parking lot, and join the
procession along a predetermined route, to bring joy and festivity to
those confined to their homes by the pandemic. Our church bus will
broadcast Christmas carols as we go.

Children’s Virtual Christmas Pageant:

Sunday, December 20, 10 a.m. during worship
A charming retelling of the Christmas story by children of our
congregation, in spite of COVID-19 restrictions.

Christmas Eve worship service: Thursday, December 24, 5:30 p.m.
Gather on the lawn for a short worship service, weather permitting.
Bring your own light source (battery-powered candle, flashlight,
cellphone, torch).

Year-end Donations

Wear a face mask in public.
Wash your hands often. Wait a
safe distance apart from others.
THE RELAY: DECEMBER, 2020

To claim a tax-deductible charitable donation for 2020, donors must deliver
or mail (and postmark) donations on or before December 31, 2020. Checks
written, mailed and postmarked in 2020 will be tax-deductible, even if not
received until 2021. Checks hand-delivered after January 1, 2021 will not
qualify for 2020 tax deductions, even if dated 2020.
Church offices will be closed December 24-25. Only a skeleton staff will
be on hand December 28-January 1. Any personally-delivered checks should
be placed in Financial Manager Jeanine Rossi’s workroom mailbox during
that week.
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T H E
ALAMANCE
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IS INCLUSIVE,
ECLECTIC, AND
REFORMED.
We are an ecumenical congregation in
a Presbyterian Church (USA) form.
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor
Rev. Jessica Rigel, Associate Pastor
for Discipleship
Andrew Long, Dir., Youth Ministries
Katie Long, Director of Music
Rebecca Oden, Accompanist
Joy Thomas, Dir., Children’s Ministries
Jeanine Rossi, Financial Manager
Lynn Barnes, Administrative Assistant
Mary Ellen Shores, Director,
Child Development Center
Jane Preston, Asst. Director, CDC
Missionaries: Jesse & Erin Atkinson,
Linguists, Wycliffe Bible Translators

Alamance Presbyterian Church
4000 Presbyterian Road
Greensboro, NC 27406
(336)-697-0488
www.alamancechurch.org
info@alamancechurch.org

Current Officers

B A C K

For the duration of strictures against
public gatherings during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Session of
Alamance Presbyterian Church
mandates that the sanctuary and
church buildings are CLOSED. Phase
3 of NC’s Safer at Home order is
scheduled to end December 11.
Church offices are open. Call
first to make an appointment — staff
members may still elect to work
from home.
December 6 will be our last
outdoor, in-person Sunday worship
service in 2020. (It has become too
cold to assemble outdoors on the
lawn.) Face coverings are required,
personal physical distancing will be
maintained.
You may still attend Sunday
worship services through electronic
devices, via Livestream or YouTube
postings on the church website or
Facebook page; until we are again
allowed to meet in the sanctuary.
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Deadline for the
January, 2021 issue of The
Relay, our church newsletter, is
Monday, Dec. 21. Post your articles
by “snail mail,” by e-mail
(lynn@alamancechurch.org), phone
the office (697-0488 x 121) —
or hitch up your sleigh and reindeer
and jingle your bells to the church to
deliver it in person.

Connect with Us
Electronically
“Like us” on Facebook We
maintain several pages on the social
media site Facebook. “Like” the pages
to receive automatic notice on your
own Facebook wall.

... and check our website!
www.alamancechurch.org.

Church offices will be C - L - O - S - E - D

Dec. 24, 2020 - Jan. 1, 2021
Christmas Card Mailbox 2020
Look for a Christmas Card Mailbox in the
breezeway entrance to the sanctuary! Bring
Christmas cards for church members, and drop
them in the alphabetized mailing system.
(Alphabetize by LAST name, please.)
Call the church office to let us know you
want to bebop by and deliver your mail, and
we’ll tell you how to get into the building.
Or, drop your bundle into
the ribbon-bedecked bin on
the front porch of the little
yellow house across the street,
and a Saint of the Lord will
process them for you.

Class of 2021:
Pam Dixon
Randy Maness
Wendy Mills
Keith Morris
Gary Trull

Youth Elder:
Dara Reece

Newsletter
Deadline

Closed Until
Further Notice

The Session is the governing body of our
congregation. Officers are called Elders.
Each “class” serves a three-year term.
Stated meeting is on the fourth Sunday of
each month, at 6 p.m. in the upper
conference room — unless otherwise
noted (via Zoom during COVID-19).
Class of 2020:
Clint Aydelette
Elizabeth Hadley
Lee Shores
Sara Strandberg
Kirby Ward
Class of 2022:
Barbara Alexander
Tom Cimino
Scott Mendenhall
Steve Starr
David White

P E W

Retrieve your cards anytime during the season. If you visit a
friend or neighbor, take their cards with you! Every effort will be made to
ensure that each card finds its way to its intended recipient.
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