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Jumpin’ Jehoshaphat! It’s June

The Relay

Current Officers 
The Session is the governing body  
of our congregation. Our officers  
are called Elders. They serve  for  

a three-year term, called a “class.” 
Stated meeting is on the fourth 

Sunday of each month, at 6 p.m. in 
the Scott-Monroe-Anderson room 

— unless otherwise noted. 

  Class of 2022: 

Barbara Alexander 
Tom Cimino 
Scott Mendenhall 
Steve Starr 
David White

Class of 2021: 

Pam Dixon 
Randy Maness 
Wendy Mills 
Keith Morris 
Gary Trull 

Youth Elder: 
Dara Reece

Class of 2020: 

Clint Aydelette 
Elizabeth Hadley 
Lee Shores 
Sara Strandberg 
Kirby Ward

Where has the time gone? While 
we’ve been confined to our homes 
during the pandemic, the calendar has 
advanced to the sixth month of the 
year without much notice from many 
of us. “Jumping Jehoshaphat!” is a 
quaint slang term, used to express 
astonishment. The Oxford English 
Dictionary and the Random House 
Historical Dictionary of American 
Slang reveal that the name of the king 
of Judah (which also occurs in several 
other spellings, most commonly 
Jehosaphat) was used in the United 
States around the middle of the 
nineteenth century as a mild oath, a 
euphemism for Jehovah or Jesus. It 
seems to have been in the tradition of 
exotic imprecations that Americans of 
that period were so fond of, with the 
repeated initial sound greatly helping 
its acceptance. 
     The phrase, spelled "Jumpin' 
Geehosofat,” is first recorded in the 
1865-1866 novel The Headless 
Horseman by Thomas Mayne Reid. 

-From the website World Wide Words: 
Jumping Jehoshaphat 

Times Like These … 

As I spend time talking with you, it 
seems to me there are three versions of 
life people are experiencing right now:  
     1. Some of us find that life remains 
largely unchanged — particularly, those 
who know the rhythms of retirement 
have found the limitations of the stay-
at-home to be minimal. I am trying to 
learn from their centeredness.  
     2. Many find the days full of 
monotony and boredom. “Stay-at-
home” is synonymous with “stuck-at-
home.”  
     3. Others of us feel like the days go 
by at a frenetic pace, as we are learning 
to do the same work in new ways.  
     I feel firmly set in that last camp. 
Producing all this video content for the 
church has been so worthwhile, but it is 
not easily done. I hope you have been 
watching the video messages. You can 
find them all on our Youtube channel, 
linked on the church website 
(www.alamancechurch.org). We also 
post our videos on the church’s 
Facebook feed.  

(continued on next page) 

Big doings! See page 3.
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     At the same time I’ve been 
working with the staff to produce 
daily week-day videos, I’ve been 
watching quite a bit of wonderful 
work being done by my colleagues. 
In particular, I would commend to 
you our former transitional pastor 
Rev. Joel Long’s “Beside the Sea” 
Bible study, which he posts on 
Facebook every Tuesday and 
Saturday.  
     I would recommend the Rev. 
Bryan McFarland’s frequent “songs of 
the pandemic” posts, also on 
Facebook.  
     For something meditative, I would 
recommend the evening prayer 
service from the Revs. Aaron and 
Judith Fulp Eickstaedt. Aaron and 
Judith serve Presbyterian churches in 
Northern Virginia. Search for their 
Youtube channels.  
     Finally, I would recommend Rev. 
Evan Smith’s daily devotional on 
Youtube. Evan serves Second 
Presbyterian Church in Staunton, 
Virginia. You can find his devotionals 
on Second’s Youtube channel.  
     In addition to following these 
friends, I have particularly enjoyed 
John Krasinki’s “Some Good News”; 
and the plethora of great music being 
produced by artists all over the world 
using the Acapella app. My favorites 
have been West End’s rendition of 
“Do You Hear the People Sing” from 
Les Miserables; and BBC Radio 1’s 
charity cover of one my favorite 
songs, “Times Like These” by Dave 
Grohl.  
     The chorus of that song has long 
been a favorite of mine. “It’s times 
like these, you learn to live again. It’s 
times like these, you give and give 
again. It’s times like these you learn 
to love again. It’s times like these, 
time and time again.” What an 
incredible anthem for this moment. 
It’s my benediction and my prayer for 
all of us this month.  
     I pray that in such a time as this, 
we learn to value the lives we have 
been given, to live them to the fullest, 

and fill them with meaning and 
purpose. I pray that these lean times 
would teach us the deep meaning of 
generosity and faithfulness: to God, 
to church, to community, and to 
each other. I pray that we would 
learn to see love as the most 
precious of commodities. I pray that 
God would use this time to teach us 
these things again, and again, and 
again. 

Church, I love you! I miss you. Stay 
safe. Be well. Be kind. Be generous. 
Be faithful.  

Yours in Christ’s love and light, 

Kyle 
     

  

June Birthdays    
 2     Ken Monroe 
3     Billy Starr 
5     Robin Long 
6     Thelma Greeson 
7     Lou Gonzalez 
8     Owen Smith, Michael Ward 
9     Kevin Hogan 
12   Bobbie Black, Bob Dagenhart 
14   Roger Blum, Sam Burgess 
15   Mike Bridges 
16   Barbara Garrett 
19   Miranda Busby 
21   Dianne Clapp, Richard Grubb 
22   Sherry Starr 
25   Marianne Cimino, Brian Hogan,      
               Andrew Irwin 
27   Ryan Garrett 
29   Nick Roys 

    

   

  

   

Virtuous Videos 

During this time of physical 
distancing, Alamance 
Presbyterian Church is staying in 
touch through videos meant to 
connect, educate, and inspire.The 
church posts videos almost every 
day during the pandemic. These 
videos are certainly not limited to 
just our staff.  
     They are posted on the church 
Facebook page, and the church 
YouTube channel. You can access 
them through the church website 
(www.alamancechurch.org).    
     If you'd like to include a video 
of you or your family sharing an 
inspiring message, a song, or a 
devotion, let us know. We'd like 
to hear from you, too! Contact 
Pastor Jess if you are willing to 
lead a devotion 
(jess@alamancechurch.org). 
     Past Sunday worship services 
are posted on the church website. 
     

The Littlest Yum-Yum 

Proud grandparents Clint & Linda 
Aydelette announce that Maisie Lou 
Aydelette was born April 28, 2020 to 
Adam & Bea Aydelette in Ashville, 
NC. Maisie weighed 6 lbs. 7 oz. 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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Love in the Time of Corona: 
A First for APC? 

It may be the first masked wedding in 
Alamance history. It may also be the first 
time that two members of staff have 
married each other, while active on staff. 
     On Saturday, May 16, Katie Hensley 
and Andrew Long were married, in an 
intimate ceremony at the Coble Center for 
Community Outreach. Members of the 
wedding party included: Andrew & Katie; 
ministers Kyle Goodman and Jess Rigel; 
parents of the bride, Dave & Gay Hensley; 
parents of the groom, Bill & Robin Long; 
brother of the bride, Jason Hensley; and 
brother of the groom, Jason Long. A few 
members of both families and some close 
friends also attended the wedding. 
      Wedding attire included face masks (at 
least for part of the festivities). Physical 
distancing was observed among those who 
were not already part of a “social bubble.” 
       
Protocols against large gatherings during 
the COVID-19 pandemic made inviting the 
entire congregation to the wedding an 
unwise proposition. Instead, the happy 
couple invites you to celebrate their 
marriage, in the sanctuary, on Saturday, 
September 5. 

Here are some photographs from the 
wedding, for your enjoyment. 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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Wycliffe Wanderings 
A column by Wycliffe translators  

Jesse & Erin Padgett Atkinson 

Hey APC family! We’re excited to 
share brief updates with you via The 
Relay each month! It’s a rich 
blessing to partner with you in Bible 
translation. We want to keep you in 
the loop on what God is doing.  
      

“Ndakatia nda’un!” “Wash your 
hands!” This is how to say this basic-
but-essential phrase in the Mixtec 
community where Erin served in her 
first term in Mexico. For many 
communities in Mexico and around 
the world, information about the 
COVID-19 pandemic is totally 
inaccessible.       
     Wycliffe’s main strategic partner 
organization, SIL, estimates that 
nearly 40% of all people in the 
world do not have access to basic 
health information because it is not 
published in a language that they 
can understand.  
     While simply getting the word 
out is not enough, it is a key step to 
save lives and protect communities. 
Many Wycliffe missionaries partner 
with the indigenous communities 
they serve to make information 
accessible in the local language! 
Check https://www.ethnologue.com/
guides/health to see how to say, 
“wash your hands” in 550 languages 
— and counting!  
     The coronavirus crisis is a 
reminder of the urgency and  
importance of our work. As linguists 
and translators, we play a part in 
meeting not only the eternal spiritual 
needs of communities through 
access to the Bible; we also help  

(continued on next page)  

News from  
Todd Luke, Outreach 
Missionary in Mexico  

Dear Friends, 

We had a great January and 
February. At the request of over a 
dozen families, we took our cistern-
building ministry to the village of 
Guillermo Prieto, an 80-minute 
drive south of Xpujil. We built 14 
cisterns with 14 local families.  
     COVID-19 forced us to cancel a 
mission team scheduled to arrive on 
March 21. 
     Our master builders from Castilla 
Brito led the way: Victor, Raul, 
Isaias, Ezequias, and Lucas. Twenty 
US. citizens were deeply blessed to 
have the opportunity to work side-
by-side with our partners from  
castilla Brito, and our new friends in 
Guillermo Prieto. 
     As always, unexpected obstacles 
popped up. Victor’s truck and the 
concrete mixer engine both had 
mechanical trouble. Construction 
materials were delivered days later 
than promised. Nevertheless, the 
crew’s faith, patience, and expertise 
made things run smoothly despite 
the challenges. The way those men 
combine peace, hard work, and joy 
inspired the members from the three 
mission teams from Chicago, 
Detroit, and Memphis. 
     Each mission team worked on 
four cisterns. For 2020, we have 
reduced the number of cisterns we 
build each week from six to four — 
this takes some physical strain off 
our Mexican partners; and reduces 
fundraising pressure for our U.S. 
groups. Cisterns now cost $2,000 
U.S. each. It is easier for a mission 
team to raise $8,000 instead of 
$12,000 for the cisterns they will 
help build. 
     12 cisterns were completed by 
early March. As mentioned above, 
the fourth mission team had to 

cancel due to the pandemic. Four 
families from Guillermo Prieto were 
waiting to build their cisterns with 
that group. 
     When the trip was canceled, we 
contacted the construction materials 
distributor to cancel our order for 
materials. (No mission team visit = 
no cistern funds.) However, the 
construction materials for two 
families had already been delivered. 
That was great news for two 
families! So Victor, Raul, Isaias, 
Ezequias, and Lucas worked with 
those families to build the two 
cisterns. 
     Currently, our friends in Mexico 
are dealing with closed government 
offices, closed schools, and orders to 
shelter in place. So far, there are no 
reports of virus-related deaths in the 
Xpujil region. Families who live off 
the land will continue to work in 
their fields and care for their 
animals. If they don't work, the 
family won't eat. It’s that simple. For 
them, work is essential. 
     As for our five scheduled summer 
mission trips, three have been 
canceled and two are in jeopardy. 
As a result, we will build fewer 
cisterns than we planned for 2020. I 
can never thank you enough for 
your continued interest in, and 
support for, our little clean water 
ministry. Please keep talking about 
us to your friends; and most 
importantly, keep us in your prayers.  
Pray for us as we pray for you. Stay 
safe. Thank you. 

The Need 

The Outreach Foundation seeks gifts 
totaling $50,400 for Todd Luke's 
support; and $2,000 for the cost of 
one cistern. You may make a gift by 
sending a check to The Outreach 
Foundation (381 Riverside Dr., Suite 
110, Franklin, TN  37064); or make 
an online gift at 
www.theoutreachfoundation.org.  

Missions Update from Jesse & Erin Atkinson 

Wycliffe Bible Translators || Oaxaca (wah-HAH-kah), Mexico 

Hey APC family! We’re excited to start sharing brief updates with you via the Relay each month! It’s a rich 

blessing to partner with you in Bible translation and we want to keep you in the loop on what God is 

doing. 

WHAT WE’RE UP TO: Good news—we are over 65% of the way to meeting our Wycliffe ministry budget! 

God is on the move! Praise God with us for His provision, and please pray that He would continue to raise 

up new partners for our Wycliffe ministry. Our goal is to reach 100% by August so that we can return to 

Mexico! 

PRAY WITH US: For Mexico as it confronts coronavirus. We’re especially concerned about many of the 

rural indigenous area where Wycliffe serves, where resources and healthcare are often scarce.  

STAY CONNECTED:  

Our Wycliffe page/Giving: wycliffe.org/partner/JEAtkinson  

Facebook Group: facebook.com/groups/AtkinsonAdventuresInOaxaca 

Sign up for newsletters: jotform.com/form/92304614403144 

Jesse’s email: jesse_atkinson@wycliffe.org 

Erin’s email: erin_atkinson@wycliffe.org  
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meet communities’ physical needs, 
with access to information about 
coronavirus, literacy, and other 
community projects!  
     We are so thankful for how God 
has moved in so many of your 
hearts to also play a part in this 
work. We are getting closer to being 
able to GO to Mexico!  
     If you haven’t yet partnered with 
our Wycliffe ministry, we invite you 
to pray about whether God would 
have you join this team of prayer 
and financial partners. We would 
love to have you be involved in 
bringing these blessings to the 
indigenous peoples of Mexico! We 
are very thankful for each of you 
and will continue to pray for you 
during this challenging time.  
    

  - Jesse & Erin  

What we’re up to: We have 
reached 68% of our Wycliffe 
ministry budget! Praise God with us 
for his provision, and please pray 
that he would continue to raise up 
new partners for our Wycliffe 
ministry. Our goal is to reach 100% 
by August, so that we can return to 
Mexico.  
    Pray with us: For Mexico, as it 
confronts coronavirus. We’re 
especially concerned about many 
of the rural indigenous areas where 
resources are often scarce.  

Stay connected: 

Our Wycliffe page/Giving: 
wycliffe.org/partner/JEAtkinson 
Facebook Group: facebook.com/
groups/
AtkinsonAdventuresInOaxaca  
Sign up for newsletters: 
jotform.com/form/
92304614403144 
Jesse’s e-mail: 
jesse_atkinson@wycliffe.org 
Erin’s e-mail: 
erin_atkinson@wycliffe.org  

    

Live-streaming Worship Services 
Look and listen to Sunday morning worship at Alamance live, on-line. A few 
steps before you start are simple to accomplish: 
    1. Go to our website, www.alamancechurch.org. Scroll down the 
homepage for the Live Sunday Worship & Info box. Choose that option, to go 
to the Worship page. (Or, go to Connect at the top of the page, and choose 
Worship from the drop-down list.) 
     2. On the Worship page, the box for Worship Live Streaming is on the top 
right of your screen. It sends you to the Livestream page for Alamance 
Presbyterian Church (www.livestream.com). 
    3. Before you can access the live streaming service, you’ll be required to 
open an account with Livestream, either with your e-mail or your Facebook 
account. The Livestream site will prompt you to enter your e-mail. It will then 
send you an e-mail that will instruct you how to enter a password of your own 
choosing.  
    4. On the Alamance Presbyterian Church website, the Worship Live 
Streaming page has all the recorded services still available; and options for 
services still to come. (The not-yet-happened ones are listed so you can log in 
on those Sundays at 10:15 a.m. to experience worship with the rest of the 
congregation, as it unfolds in real time.) 

Sometimes, Livestream does not work as well as we expect it to work. Bear 
with us! In these times of pandemic, social messaging is being accessed by 
many thousands more people than before — we are doing the best we can. 
Providers of social messaging sites are doing the best they can.  
     With God’s grace, we’ll all get through this together.

Wycliffe Stories  
from the Field 

“The word of God is alive and 
active,” says Hebrews 4:12, and it 
has power to transform even the 
hardest of hearts! 
     Some Wycliffe colleagues of ours, 
Ted and Kristie, have worked for 
decades in a Zapotec community in 
Mexico. One day, they asked their 
non-believing neighbor to help them 
check over some recently translated 
verses from Ephesians 5. They 
wanted to see if the passage was 
clear, accurate, and natural in the 
local language. 
     The man was all too happy to 
read, “Wives, submit to your 
husbands,” but when Ted prompted 
him to read verse 25, “Husbands, 
love your wives,” his demeanor 
changed. 

     “Oh, these words really are 
hard,” he said. “Does God really say 
this? This just goes like a knife into 
my heart.” 
     In the evenings, Ted and Kristie 
often heard their neighbor come 
home drunk and start beating his 
wife. However, through Scripture in 
his own language, God began to 
convict him of his evil behavior. 
     Sometime later, the neighbor's 
wife visited with Kristie while their 
husbands worked on another 
portion of Scripture. She told Kristie, 
“I am so happy when my husband 
can work with Ted. Since he began 
reading God's Word with Ted, he 
doesn’t beat me. If only everyone 
had this in their homes, perhaps 
they would live better."  
     Praise God for his transforming 
Word!  

http://wycliffe.org/partner/JEAtkinson
http://jotform.com/form/92304614403144
http://jotform.com/form/92304614403144
mailto:jesse_atkinson@wycliffe.org
mailto:erin_atkinson@wycliffe.org
http://wycliffe.org/partner/JEAtkinson
http://jotform.com/form/92304614403144
http://jotform.com/form/92304614403144
mailto:jesse_atkinson@wycliffe.org
mailto:erin_atkinson@wycliffe.org
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http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://www.livestream.com
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A Few Good Words 

There is an old English expression 
(often falsely attributed to China) 
that says, “May you live in 
interesting times.” It sounds like a 
blessing, but it turns out to be a 
curse. We do not want to live in 
interesting times. We do not want to 
live through the stuff that the 
evening news reports and the history 
books record.  
     We are happy to read about 
these things, but we certainly do not 
want to be the people whom future 
generations will one day read about. 
We do not want to be history. But, 
like every dear soul throughout 
history, we are not given much 
choice in the matter. 
     The things happening in our 
world today are historic. I would 
argue that “historic” is a much better 
descriptor than the now-ubiquitous 
use of “unprecedented.” To say that 
a global pandemic is 
“unprecedented” is tantamount to 
forgetting or dismissing our history. 
There is precedent!  
     This week, on the phone, I have 
heard some of you tell me about the 
polio epidemic. I have heard stories 
about tuberculosis outbreaks. And 
as I write this very article, Linda 
Aydelette is down in our historical 
room researching our church’s 
records that mention the 1917-18 
Spanish Flu. She has already shared 
that the church was indeed closed 
for an extended period in 1918.  

     In fact, that was the 
second year in a row that the 
church essentially closed for 
the winter. In 1917, the 
Alamance community was 
blanketed in so much snow 
that no one could make it to 
church from December 
through April.  
     In the late 1910s, 
Alamance faced a World 
War, a devastating winter, 
and a global pandemic. We 

know from other records that the 
church was closed at times during 
the winter of 1920. It must have felt 
like the end of the world … and it 
was! At least, the end of the world 
as they had known it.  
     For me, to hear such accounts is 
both a comfort and a challenge. In 
our 250+ years, Alamance has 
faced challenges the equal of, or 
even greater than, these. No doubt 
they were anxious, melancholy, and 
even angry, just as we are. What a 
comfort it would be to them to 
know that we are still here, that we 
have thrived, that our culture has 
advanced in technology and 
medicine (if not in wisdom and 
forbearance) enough to quickly 
immunize against disease; and that 
Alamance continues to shine 
brightly as the Church on the Hill.        
     One day, with God’s help and 
our call to kindness met, we too 
might be that comfort to future 
generations living through 
“interesting times.” 
     But there is challenge too. The 
challenge is, first, to play our part in 
the unbroken chain of steadfastly 
faithful, spirited Presbyterian saints 
who have endured. The other part 
of the challenge is to tell our stories.       
     I know I sound like a broken 
record when it comes to this topic, 
but I happen to think there is so 
much value in it that we would be 
foolish not to seize the moment for 
ourselves.    
     When we tell our stories and 
offer our eye-witness accounts, we 

help write history. When we tell our 
stories, we take back some of the 
control we may feel we have lost. 
Personal storytelling, after all, is one of 
the principle tools of any good clinical 
therapy or support group! And, truly, it 
can be gift we give the generations 
who will come after us.  
     Here is the truth. One day, perhaps 
in the year 2120, someone will be 
down in whatever passes for the 
Alamance Presbyterian Church 
Historical Room, researching what life 
was like for the saints who endured 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.       
     What if they found more than just 
meeting minutes and old worship 
bulletins? What if they ran across your 
story, your eye-witness account, your 
testimony of what God was doing 
among the people here.       
     What if it were filmed instead? They 
could see your face and hear your 
voice; and they would know, right 
from your lips, the truth that God is 
faithful, that Alamance was and is 
strong, that our unity and the love we 
share in Christ is bigger than whatever 
trials we might face. I wonder, Church, 
is that a gift you might be willing to 
give those who will come after us? Is 
that an offering you would be wiling 
to make? 
     If it is, I invite you to get in touch 
with me, or Linda Aydelette, or Jess 
Rigel, or Lynn Barnes, or someone 
who might help you tell your story.  
     The stories we have to tell about 
COVID-19 and this era of Alamance 
are historic. They are no doubt 
interesting. And we need to save them 
for those who will one day wonder 
about them.  
     In the meantime, let us all pray that 
these interesting times will soon be 
behind us, and we can all finally come 
back together to the Church on the 
Hill again! 
      
With all my love and care,  

Kyle 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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hug my family members!  I don’t 
want to wait to share meals with 
my friends! I don’t want to wait to 
travel! I don’t want to wait for an 
end to my anxiety and fear!   
     And yet, waiting can produce 
surprise hollyhocks. It can lead to 
beautiful crafts, like those made 
by our Knit, Pray, Love ministry.  
We have to wait for our food to 
cook, for our plans to come to 
fruition. Waiting yields healthy 
babies and joyous surprise parties.  
Our life is actually made better if 
we cultivate the practice of 
patience, which Scripture names 
as a virtue.   

     I hate being separate from you 
all. I hate not being able to have 
potlucks or meet together in 
worship or play at Passport camp.  
But I also love you, and I don’t 
want my impatience, our 
impatience, to negatively affect 
our congregation’s health and 
well-being.  
     So even if you hate it, even if 
you don’t understand it, even if 
you think it’s stupid and foolish 
and wrong, we’re still going to 
have to wait for a while before we 
can all come back together again.  
We’re still going to have to wait to 

P A S T O R S ’  D E S K S
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Ministry Musings 

Greetings, Family. 

I don’t know when it started, if it 
was in February or before. It could 
have started in the fall for all I 
remember. Whenever it began, I 
initially thought it was a pumpkin, 
the strangely large plant suddenly 
sprouting by my side porch.   
     I thought if I left it alone, it 
would die. It did not. The plant 
went from being the size of a 
basketball, to being the size of a 
toddler, to being taller than me.   
     It had huge leaves and that was 
all that was interesting about it for 
the first three months. Then it 
developed weird little nodules that 
could have been buds, except they 
only seemed to increase without 
producing anything. I had a friend 
try to identify it; he came up with 
nothing.   
     And then, one night I went out 
to walk my dog Lewis, and it had 
started to bloom. My mystery plant, 
which is now well over 6 feet tall, 
turned out to be the most glorious 
pink hollyhock I have ever seen!        
     But I had to wait for it, and I had 
to trust that my waiting would be 
worthwhile. 
     Christians are supposed to be 
good at waiting. After all, it’s 
written into our liturgical DNA.  As 
Anglican priest Tish Harrison 
Warren writes, “In the liturgical 
year there is never celebration 
without preparation. First we wait, 
we mourn, we ache, we repent. We 
aren’t ready to celebrate until we 
acknowledge, over time, through 
ritual and worship, that we and this 
world are not yet right and whole.  
Before Easter, we have Lent. Before 
Christmas, we have Advent. We 
fast. Then we feast. We prepare.  
We practice waiting.”   
     And yet, waiting in this moment 
in our history seems more difficult 
than ever. I don’t want to wait to 

embrace and sing and see one another 
smile with our whole faces and not 
just our eyes.   
     But there is hope in the fact that 
God’s time is rarely our time, and at 
the end of all this waiting, who 
knows? Maybe there’s a towering 
hollyhock, a solution to the frustration 
of this mystery, something beautiful 
and humbling and teeming with life 
that needed time for us to be ready to 
receive it. Until then, let us practice 
patience and also let us practice hope.   
    I love you, church,  I miss you, 
church, and I look forward to seeing 
how we continue to grow our faith 
through this pandemic, together. 

Love and light, 

Pastor Jess 

Hollyhocks 

www.gardendesign.com notes:  
“A classic cottage garden staple, 
hollyhocks (Alcea rosea) bloom mid-
summer with numerous flowers on tall 
spikes. Many of the most common 
varieties are biennials, meaning they 
complete their lifecycle over two 
years. The first year is spent growing 
foliage and storing energy. In the 
second year, the stalks shoot up, 
flowers bloom and seeds form.       
     “However, there are also many 
varieties that behave like short-lived 
perennials and will flower in their first 
year when planted early enough in 
spring or started indoors in winter.  
     “Other than staking and cutting the 
stalks back after flowering, hollyhocks 
really don’t require much 
maintenance, but they do need to be 
protected from insects and fungal 
diseases such as rust. Hollyhocks 
support the lifecycle of painted lady 
butterflies as a host plant for their 
caterpillars and also attract other 
pollinators such as bees and 
hummingbirds.” 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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Special Collections 

Each month, the APC Food Pantry 
designates specific food items to 
be donated. Here’s a list of the 
specific items wanted each month: 

• June: Macaroni-and-cheese 

• July: Crackers 

• August: Canned pasta 

• September: Cereal, oatmeal 

• October: Canned meats 

• November: Dry pasta, sauce 

• December: Soups 

• January: Canned beans 

• February: Canned pasta 

• March: Peanut butter, jelly 

• April: Canned fruits 

• May: Canned vegetables

Potter’s House 

Since July of 2004, APC has served 
supper to hungry guests at the 
Greensboro Urban Ministry’s Potter’s 
House on the third Saturday of each 
odd-numbered month. Remaining 
2020 dates: July 18, September 19, 
and November 21. 
     This local hunger-relief ministry is 
considered essential for the 
community, and is allowed to 
continue in operation during 
pandemic restrictions.   
     As of this writing, G.U.M. has 
implemented physical distancing 
measures in its dining room. Servers 
are required to wear masks and 
gloves. Guests are instructed to wash 
their hands before being seated (and 
are monitored as they do so). 
     The work is intense, but not long. 
Arrive at 6 p.m. to set up for the 
meal. Serve food from 7-7:45 p.m. 
We clean up and are out the door by 
8:15 p.m. most usually.  
     Your donation of home-made 
desserts are welcomed. Cakes, bars, 
and cookies are the easiest to serve, 
and for guests to eat. 
     Let Darren Hadley know that you 
or your group want to help serve a 
meal — or two, or three — at Potter’s 
House. (darren.hadley@triad.rr.com). 

Since 2010, this church has offered 
groceries to up to 30 hungry families 
each week. Distribution is on 
Saturday mornings, 10:30-11:30.  
Set-up starts well before then.  
     APC will continue to operate the 
Food Pantry for the foreseeable 
future. Our pantry already worked 
under precautions recommended to it 
by the Second Harvest food bank, 
including pre-packing food bags and 
delivering them to clients in a car 
line. Unless required to stop by state 
or county government, the Food 
Pantry will continue its fine work.   
     Once each month, we pick up 
food from Second Harvest Food Bank 

APC Food Pantry 
in Winston-Salem. Every 
Wednesday, volunteers pack 
grocery bags and put them in 
carts for the week’s guests. 
    Team members send out a 
great big “Thank you!” to all who 
support this local hunger-relief 
mission, who provide food, and 
money, and time to make the 
mission possible. 
     You can now schedule your 
own workdays at http://
signup.com/go/h2b6xy. 

This mission has priority to use 
Brown Fellowship Hall.    
      

Pandemic  
by Lynn Ungar 

What if you thought of it  
as the Jews consider the Sabbath — 
the most sacred of times? 
Cease from travel. 
Cease from buying and selling. 
Give up, just for now,  
on trying to make the world 
different than it is. 
Sing. Pray. Touch only those 
to whom you commit your life. 
Center down. 

And when your body has become still, 
reach out with your heart. 
Know that we are connected 
in ways that are terrifying and 
beautiful.  
(You could hardly deny it now.) 
Know that our lives 
are in one another’s hands. 
(Surely, that has come clear.) 
Do not reach out your hands. 
Reach out your heart.  
Reach out your words. 
Reach out all the tendrils 
of compassion that move, invisibly, 
where we cannot touch.   

Promise this world your love— 
for better or for worse, 
in sickness and in health,  
so long as we all shall live.

http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy
http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy
http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy
http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy
http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy
http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy
mailto:darren.hadley@triad.rr.com
mailto:darren.hadley@triad.rr.com
http://www.alamancechurch.org
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Salem Presbytery Encourages 
Caution in Worship Planning 

The Executive Council of Salem 
Presbytery, taking seriously its 
responsibility for offering guidance 
to congregations, last week [w..o. 
May 17] appointed a task force to 
review advice from a variety of 
sources and to offer a word to those 
making decisions for the lives of 
churches. 
     As we noted in Salem Matters last 
week [a weekly electronic 
newsletter], Governor Roy Cooper 
has announced that the state has 
entered Phase 2 of the Safer at Home 
mandate, lightening restrictions on 
public activity.  
     Phase 2 will last until June 26 
unless numbers of COVID-19 cases 
and hospitalizations increase. If 
targets are not met, added 
restrictions may be reimposed. Latest 
figures show that the trend in North 
Carolina is flat, not yet decreasing.       
     Even as the governor extended 
guidelines, a federal judge ruled that 
executive orders do not impede First 
Amendment religious freedom rights, 
including the right to gather for 
worship. Yet, just because you can 
gather legally doesn't mean you 
should. 
     The consensus of Salem 
Presbytery's task force is that 
churches in our presbytery ought to 
continue to abide by guidelines 
offered by the governor, the North 
Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services, and the Centers for 
Disease Control.  
     According to those guidelines, 
gatherings of more than ten persons 
indoors are prohibited, and 
gatherings of more than twenty-five 
outdoors are prohibited. In addition, 
those who are in at-risk categories 
because of their state of health or 
age continue to be encouraged to 
stay at home as much as possible 
except for absolutely necessary 

ventures outside to obtain food or 
health care or to take exercise.        
     Many members of our 
congregations, including some 
who are most faithful in worship 
attendance, are in these at-risk 
categories. The decision for each 
congregation belongs to its 
leaders, but we encourage you to 
continue to refrain from in person 
worship until further notice.   
     We feel this is the faithful 
response for God's people to make 
during this season. It's not because 
we don't think worship is 
important; we do. We agree that 
worship is essential. We applaud 
and encourage the creative work 
of many congregations offering 
worship through YouTube, 
Facebook Live, and live streaming. 
We appreciate that some are 
finding short range FM transmitters 
useful for drive-in worship. Some 
are now choosing to gather 
outdoors, with social distancing, 
wearing masks. This too is a 
faithful response. 
     We encourage every session to 
appoint a task force to evaluate 
resources as they make 
recommendations, seeking the 
mind of Christ (as we are 
counseled in The Book of Order), 
giving priority to our mutual care. 
We call your attention to 
guidelines offered by the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.):  

Returning to Public Worship 
Theological and Practical 
Considerations 

We continue to affirm not that the 
church has closed, but that the 
church is out of the building. We 
continue the ministry of Jesus 
Christ, exercising mutual care, 
offering nurture for members and 
neighbors, turning to God in 
prayer on behalf of the world. The 
Executive Council and the staff of 
Salem Presbytery continue to pray 
for our congregations, all those 

serving our churches, and our 
members. 
[Signed} 

The Executive Council Task Force:  

Linsey Altvater Clifton 
Kyle Goodman 
Susan Moorefield 
Steve Scott,  
        Transitional General Presbyter 
Paul Sink,  

Let the Masquerade Begin! 

Your APC Session is exploring the best 
ways to implement physical 
distancing policies for the future. At 
the very minimum level to maintain 
public safety, worshipers will not be 
allowed inside unless they are 
wearing masks. APC will maintain a 
small stockpile of masks, for those 
who forget to wear their own.

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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     From the poem “Footprints,” it 
helps to remember “when there 
are not two sets of footprints in the 
sand that is because I was carrying 
you, my child.” 
      Peace and love to each of you; 
and, again, our thanks for all you 
have meant to our family.  

With love,  

Kathy Dick 

THANK YOU to the folks in the 
L.I.F.T. group for not only thinking 
about us, but for providing 
delicious sustenance with the 
muffins and card. You model what 
a caring people do for each other. 
It sure brightened the rainy day.  

May God Bless You, 

Dick & Kitty Wells 

Thank you, mask makers! 

More than 330 cloth face masks 
were sewn and donated for our 
early May “drive-by” pick-up of 
communion supplies. Thank you! 
Thank you, too, to those who 
donated fabric and supplies for 
making masks (especially Wendy 
Mills and Lillie Snider). 
     More than 150 masks were 
given away at the event. Many of 
the masks left over have been 
gifted to teachers and staff of the 
Child Development Center. A few 
went to contract workers who are 
often on campus attending to 
mechanical needs. 
     In coming months, when our 
sanctuary is again open for 
worshipers to gather, we will still 
need cloth masks. Worshipers will 
be required to wear face masks to 
attend services.  

To the Alamance Presbyterian 
Congregation: 

We thank you for all your prayers, 
cards and phone calls during the  
events surrounding the recent 
death of  Julia Mae Bulla "Judy" 
Forbis, mother of Dianne and 
Frankie. Knowing that so many of 
you cared enough to lift us up in 
prayer really does ease the sorrow 
we feel at her loss. We appreciate 
every one of you. We especially 
appreciate the support of Kyle and 
Jess throughout her last years and 
in laying her body to its final 
rest. Jess, you really went above 
and beyond in making the video of 
the funeral. It has been viewed by 
many who could not be here, 
including one as far away as the 
Dominican Republic. Criciana 
really appreciated being able to 
watch; and so did many others in 
the extended family. 

Doug & Dianne 
Clapp and all the Forbis family 

The Carraway family asks for 
special prayers for Ken as he has 
been so very isolated during this 
COVID crisis. We also want to 
express our deep appreciation to 
the church family for all that you 
have continued to do to support 
him. Your love and concern keep 
him going. As our state opens up, 
we hope that you will feel safe 
enough to resume your visits; he is 
able to talk on the phone — this 
works better earlier in the day. We 
will never be able to express how 
much your love, care and prayers 
have meant to all of us. Our love 
and prayers go out to all of you as 
you deal with your own serious 
concerns. God is good and we 
know he keeps all of us close, 
especially in trying times.  

T H A N K  Y O U  N O T E S
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We invite you to keep making and 
donating masks — though not in the 
vast quantity we received in the first 
donation! Most needed: adult masks, 
in small and medium sizes. 
     The APC Child Development Center  
has re-opened for business, and 
requires all its staff to wear face masks. 
At present, children will not wear 
masks while attending the CDC.      
     Session is exploring the best ways 
to implement physical distancing 
policies for the future. At the very 
minimum level to maintain public 
safety, worshipers will not be allowed 
inside unless they are wearing masks. 
APC will maintain a small stockpile of 
masks, for those who forget to wear 
their own. 

http://www.alamancechurch.org


THE RELAY: JUNE, 2020 www.alamancechurch.org

M E M O R I A L  G I F T S

11

Memorials and 
Honoraria 

To the Operating Fund: In memory 
of Jerry Bain Sharpe Sr. by Nancy 
Durham. In memory of Judy Forbis 
by Bob & Betty Forbis, John & 
Debbie Troxler, Jerry & Wanda 
Clark, Virginia Osborne, Clint & 
Linda Aydelette, Neilsa & Stephanie 
Warren, Judy Lambert, Harry & Iris 
Hutcheson, Jonathan & Marcia 
Weiss, Susan Bulla, Billy & Harriet 
Forbis, Nancy Durham, Rick Bulla, 
Mary Lou Smith, Gary & Patricia 
Koontz, David & Mary Root, 
Glenwood Friends Meeting. In 
memory of Virginia Kirkman by Joe 
& Cindy Hughes, Nancy Durham. In 
memory of Jim Hunter by the Sherlie 
Andrew’s Sunday school class, Lillie 
Snider, Jimmy & Barbara Tew, 
Thelma Greeson, Nancy Durham, 
Jackie Fogleman, Harold & Barbara 
Alexander, Ginnie Hanner, Leta 
Pillion, Celyn Holt, Ronny & 
Carolyn Barnes, Clint & Linda 
Aydelette, Bobby Jobe. In memory 
of Rossie Sharpe by Lillie Snider, the 
Sherlie Andrew’s Sunday school 
class, Thelma Greeson, Jackie 
Fogleman. In memory of Doris Rich 
by Thelma Greeson, Jackie 
Fogleman. In memory of Jean Poe by 
Marie Hodgin; Lillie Snider; Wayne 
& Billie Weeks; William Whiteley, 
Penny Whiteley, Kenny Crowe, 
Lauren Crowe, Decklin Crowe, and 
Aiden Crowe; Celyn, Caithlyn and 
Elisabeth Holt; Joe & Dodie Miller; 
Melvin & Faye Wood; Harold & 
Barbara Alexander; Leta Pillion; 
John & Debbie Troxler; Janet 
Vaughn; Audrey Koopman; Deborah 
Henderson. In memory of J.C. 
Andrews Jr. by Marie Hodgin, Jerry 
& Wanda Clark, Lillie Snider, Celyn 
Holt, Jimmy & Barbara Tew, Joseph 
& Susan Anthony, Thelma Greeson, 
Leta Pillion, Clint & Linda Aydelette, 
Deborah Henderson. In memory of 
Larry Reynolds by Marie Hodgin. In 
memory of Lester Dyson by Marie 
Hodgin. In memory of Mae Hobbs 

by Marie Hodgin. In memory of Flo 
Reece by Marie Hodgin. In honor of 
Cheryl Ward by Scott Ward. 

To the Food Pantry: In memory of 
Judy Forbis by Harold & Barbara 
Alexander, Ruth Forrest, Jackie 
Haines, Jackie Fogleman. In memory 
of Virginia Kirkman by Jackie 
Fogleman. In memory of Jim Hunter 
by Jackie Haines. In memory of Jean 
Poe by Sharon Willis, Jackie 
Fogleman, Nancy Durham, R.L. & 
Kathryn Horney, Guilford 
Orthopaedic & Sports Medicine 
Center, Doug & Dianne Clapp, Paul & 
Pamela Gosnell, Guilford Plumbing 
Supply Inc., Roger & Lisa Brooks, 
Buck & Amy Yow, Randall Printing 
Inc., Dorothy Glosson, Geneva 
Boswell, Thelma Greeson, Clint & 
Linda Aydelette, Jackie Haines. In 
memory of J.C. Andrews Jr. Randy & 
Janis Meredith, Jackie Fogleman, 
Bryce & Pat Greeson. In honor of 
Roger & Laura Wood by Clint & Linda 
Aydelette. 

To the Benevolent Fund: In memory 
of J.C. Andrews Jr. by Bobby Jobe. In 
memory of Elmer Anderson by Nancy 
Dyson. 

To the Building Improvement Fund: 
In memory of Virginia Kirkman by 
Monroe & Laura Gentry; the Marine 
Corps League, Greater Greensboro 
Detachment 260; Guilford County 
Cattleman’s Association; Thelma 
Greeson; Guilford County Farm 
Bureau Board of Directors. In memory 
of Jean Poe by Fay Haralson, Ed & 
Catherine Roberson. In memory of 
J.C. Andrews Jr. by Fay Haralson, the 
Sherlie Andrew’s Sunday school class. 
In memory of Larry Reynolds by Fay 
Haralson. In memory of William & 
Virginia Kirkman by Debra 
Letourneau. 

To the Cemetery Care Fund: In 
memory of Jim Hunter by Floyd 
Fogleman, Laura Fogleman, Loretta 
Allred. In memory of Rossie Sharpe by 
Floyd Fogleman, Laura Fogleman, 
Loretta Allred. In memory of Doris 

Rich by Floyd Fogleman, Laura 
Fogleman, Loretta Allred. In 
memory of Jean Poe by Floyd 
Fogleman, Laura Fogleman, Loretta 
Allred. In memory of J.C. Andrews 
Jr. by Sidney & Patricia Wray, Floyd 
Fogleman, Laura Fogleman, Loretta 
Allred. 

To the Children’s Ministry: In 
memory of Roy D. Lilly Sr. & Mamie 
Walker Lilly by Linda Lilly 
Aydelette. 

To the Bereavement Fund: In 
memory of Elmer Anderson by 
Barbara Dark. In memory of Flo 
Reece by Barbara Dark. In memory 
of Lester Dyson by Barbara Dark. In 
memory of Charles Durham by 
Barbara Dark. 

To the Music Fund: In memory of 
Martha Brown by Thelma Greeson. 
In memory of Judy Forbis by Thelma 
Greeson.  

Funeral Procedures 
During Safer at Home 

For the duration of strictures 
against public gatherings during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, church 
buildings are CLOSED. This means 
that, should you attend a graveside 
service here, there will not be any 
restrooms available for your use. 
     Obedience to current guidelines 
mean that churches and funeral 
homes are unable to share the day,  
time, or place of memorial services. 
Thus, we ask that everyone — 
outside of immediate family and 
friends — stay at home in order give 
the family and those closest to the 
deceased the room they need to stay 
safe. 
     If anyone needs care or support, 
your pastors are here for you. 
     When all restrictions are lifted, 
Alamance Church will hold an "All 
Saints Service," giving thanks for the 
lives of those who have died during 
this pandemic. 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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           T H E  B A C K  P E W  

Sunday Morning 
Volunteers:  

When We Meet Again 

Ushers/Greeters 
1st Sunday 
  Jon Garrett, Patty Starr 
  Side Door: Pat Lovell 

2nd Sunday & 5th Sunday 
  Ada Nelson, Patty and Cayce Church 
  Side Door: Birdie and Nora Church 

3rd Sunday 
  Jackie Fogleman, Dianne Clapp 
  Side door: Jean Poe 

4th Sunday 
  Dena Fail, Leta Pillion 
  Side door: JoAnn Camp 

Offering Collectors 

1st Sunday 
  Graham Dail, Tina Garrett 
  Kathy Medder, Tommie Lynn Sullivan 

2nd Sunday & 5th Sunday 
Naomi Church, Pam Dixon,  
Tony Sizemore, Gary Trull 

3rd Sunday 
Nick Purvis, Albert Smith,  
            Steve Starr, Kirby Ward 

4th Sunday 
Harold Alexander, Bobby Jobe, 
   Willie Goncharow, Ed Gonzalez   

ALAMANCE 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IS INCLUSIVE, 
ECLECTIC, AND 
REFORMED. 
We are an ecumenical congregation in 
a Presbyterian Church (USA) form. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor 
Rev. Jessica Rigel, Associate Pastor  
                               for Discipleship 
Andrew Long, Dir., Youth Ministries 
Katie Long, Director of Music 
Rebecca Oden, Accompanist 
Joy Thomas, Dir., Children’s Ministries 
Jeanine Rossi, Financial Manager 
Lynn Barnes, Administrative Assistant 
Jane Preston, Director, 
 Child Development Center 
Keri Rojas, Asst. Director, CDC 

Missionary: Erin Padgett Atkinson,      
       Linguist, Wycliffe Bible Translators 

Alamance Presbyterian Church 
4000 Presbyterian Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 
(336)-697-0488 
www.alamancechurch.org 
info@alamancechurch.org 

Connect with Us 
Electronically 

“Like us” on Facebook We 
maintain several pages on the social 
media site Facebook. “Like” the pages 
to receive automatic notice on your 
own Facebook wall.  

... and check our website! 
The church website is found at 
www.alamancechurch.org. 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

Deadline for the July, 2020 
issue of The Relay, our church 
newsletter, is Monday, June 22. Post 
your articles by “snail mail,” by e-mail 
(lynn@alamancechurch.org), phone 
the office (697-0488 x 121) —  
or hitch up your wagon and drive to 
the church to deliver it in person.  

Coffee Hour hosts 
Donations for the food and drink  

we enjoyed at Coffee Hour  
were used for the Food Pantry.  

When public gatherings are again 
allowed, and we can meet in 

fellowship together, remember to put 
a little money in the donation box,  

in gratitude to God and to the 
volunteers who set up and serve us 

during Coffee Hour. 

Closed Until Further Notice 
For the duration of strictures against public gatherings during the COVID-19 
pandemic, church offices and the sanctuary are CLOSED.  
     Please do not attend Sunday worship services except through your electronic 
devices, via Livestream or YouTube postings on the church website or Facebook 
page, until we are again allowed to meet together as a congregation in the sanctuary. 
     Those of the staff who come into the sanctuary to lead worship each Sunday are 
fastidious about maintaining cleanliness, personal physical distancing, and keeping 
the total number of people in the room under 10. Don't make their job any harder 
than it already is! 
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