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Current Officers 
The Session is the governing body  
of our congregation. Our officers  

are called Elders. They serve a three-
year term, called a “class.” 

Stated meeting is on the fourth 
Sunday of each month, at 6 p.m. in 
the Scott-Monroe-Anderson room 

— unless otherwise noted. 
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Class of 2022: 

Barbara Alexander 
Tom Cimino 
Scott Mendenhall 
Steve Starr 
David White

Class of 2021: 

Pam Dixon 
Randy Maness 
Wendy Mills 
Keith Morris 
Gary Trull 

Youth Elder: 
Dara Reece

Marching into Springtime

The Relay

Class of 2020: 

Clint Aydelette 
Elizabeth Hadley 
Lee Shores 
Sara Strandberg 
Kirby Ward

New Officers Elected 

At a Called Congregational Meeting in 
the sanctuary on January 19, the 
congregation received the report of the 
Nominating Team and elected officers. 
Five new Elders joined the Session, 
our governing body, as the Class of 
2022, who will serve a three-year 
term: Barbara Alexander, Tom Cimino, 
Scott Mendenhall, Steve Starr, and 
David White. Dara Reece was elected 
to a one-year term as Youth Elder.   
     The Class of 2019, having fulfilled 
its three-year term with honor and 
distinction, was dismissed from duty. 
We thank them heartily for their 
service: Harold Alexander, Allison 
Brown, Ken Carraway, Dana Smith, 
Tommie Lynn Sullivan, and Youth Elder 
Nick Purvis.  

A Weather Report 

“March comes in like a lion, and goes 
out like a lamb” goes an old saw 
about the weather this time of year. It 
means that, in the Northern 
Hemisphere, a change in the 
declination of the earth as it rotates 
around the sun brings on a change of 

seasons — from winter to springtime — 
and also turbulent weather patterns. 
     Weather folklore is not a reliable 
predictor for local climates. Still, there's 
no arguing that March can bring some 
pretty big storms with it, in our area of 
the world. The Great Blizzard of 1960 
saw five major snow storms, from late 
February through late March. The 1980 
blizzard happened on March 2. The 
1993 “Storm of the Century” lasted 
from March 12-14. And that was only 
the first page of storm reports on a 
cursory computer search! 
     Spring is on its way. It's not here yet. 
First we start Daylight Saving Time, on 
Sunday, March 8 (set your clocks ahead 
one hour the night before). Then, we 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day as a secular 
festival, on March 17. Then, finally, on 
March 19, we reach the Vernal 
Equinox, and spring is officially sprung.  

Daylight Saving Time 
begins at 2 a.m. 

on Sunday, March 8! 
Remember to set your clocks ahead  

one hour before you go to bed  
on Saturday, March 7.

http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://www.alamancechurch.org


THE RELAY:  MARCH 2020 www.alamancechurch.org

March Birthdays    
3     Treva Caveness 
4     Sue Fields 
8     Jared Gill, Zach Hobbs 
9     Gerald Coble, Maelyn Goodman,   
           Leta Pillion, Betty Sizemore,   
           Tony Sizemore 
10   Amni Carraway 
12   J.P. Preston, McCartney Ward 
14   Peggy Fields 
17   Mike Ford, Jacob Thomas 
18   Grace Dagenhart 
19   Tina Garrett 
21   Amanda Hogan 
22   Barbara Durham, Betty Hunter 
23   Floyd Fogleman 
24   David McMurtrie 
27   Brad Benton 
31   Griffin Brown,                         
         Connie Fish 

I T E M S  O F  I N T E R E S T
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Stated Meetings 

Nota bene: All stated meetings are 
subject to change! 

• Mission: First Sunday, 2 p.m., in 
the Uffman classroom. 

• Fellowship: First Monday, 6 
p.m., in the Parlor. 

• Christian Education: Second 
Sunday, 2 p.m., Uffman 
classroom. 

• Congregational Care & 
Outreach: Second Wednesday, 
5 p.m., in the Uffman 
classroom. 

• Worship Arts: Third Sunday, 
2:30 p.m., in the Uffman 
classroom. 

• Administrative Ministry: Third 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m., in the Bible 
Seekers classroom. 

• Session: Fourth Sunday, 6 p.m., 
in the Uffman classroom.

Stephen Ministry  
at APC  

The Stephen Ministry is a "distinctly 
Christian caregiving ministry.” 
Stephen Ministry congregations 
equip and empower lay caregivers to 
provide high-quality, confidential, 
Christ-centered care to people who 
are hurting — usually to one person 
at a time — meeting with that person 
once a week for about an hour. 
Twice monthly, the ministers meet 
with their leaders for supervision and 
continuing education. 
     Members of the APC Stephen 
Ministry are actively engaged with 
the Congregational Care and 
Outreach team to develop a 
reference tool for our congregation, 
that will connect users with local 
community resources for help in 
times of emergency or distress.  
    Contact APC Stephen Ministry 
Leaders with your questions (Becky 
Brinkley, 336.269.6096, 
ranb2005@gmail.com; Lee Shores, 
336.202.8410, shoresr@gcsnc.com.)

Shut the Door 

Guilford County Fire Marshal 
mandates that all rooms not actively 
in use have closed doors. This 
means every door, in all three 
buildings on our campus. 
     Feel free to prop open any 
interior door while you or your 
group is using a room, for 
convenience of movement. 
     When you leave after using a 
room, please turn off the lights and 
close the door. It is not necessary to 
lock an interior door that is not 
usually locked, but please make 
certain that the latch has caught, so 
that the door is securely closed. 
     The purpose of closing all the 
doors is to impede the progress of 
fire from room to room, should such 
a terrible thing ever happen here. 
Assuring doors are closed also 
keeps heated spaces warmer, and 
cooled spaces cooler.

Lock the Door(s) 

Alamance Presbyterian Church and 
the APC Child Development Center 
have implemented new door 
locking procedures. As of Monday, 
January 27, all exterior church 
doors will be locked each evening, 
on Monday-Friday during the day, 
and after noon on Saturday.  
     Doors will not be locked on 
Sundays, or for church events such 
as Open Door Wednesday night 
fellowship, evening worship 
services, etc. 
     Members and visitors will need 
an access code for door lock 
keypads, to enter our facilities 
outside of normal business hours. 
During standard office hours, 
worship services, and regularly-
scheduled evening activities, use of 
the code will not be necessary. 
     Church members who regularly 
access any part of the church 
buildings any time except Sundays 
may receive a personal PIN code.  
     Brown Fellowship Hall doors are 
not currently automated; nor are the 
front and side doors to the 
sanctuary building. Event leaders 
must be sure to check that those 
exterior doors are manually locked 
when leaving. 
     Anyone can always exit our 
buildings without using a code.  
     The Safety Team task force, a 
committee of the Session of 
Alamance Presbyterian Church, 
oversees the door lock codes.

MEETS Meets 
Meet, Eat, Entertain, Travel, 
Socialize (an adults-only fellowship 
group) holds an ice-cream social on 
Saturday, March 7, 7:30-9 p.m. in 
the Coble House. Yum-Yum ice 
cream and toppings for sundaes 
will be provided; BYOB. 

RSVP to kathyefay@gmail.com by 
Monday, March 2! 

mailto:kathyefay@gmail.com
mailto:kathyefay@gmail.com
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M I S C E L L A N E A

Monthly  
Mission Offering 

The Missions Ministry Team meets 
on third Wednesday each month, at 
5 p.m., in the Uffman classroom. 
The team chooses recipients of 
special missions offerings for each 
month of the year. 
    Use the little Missions envelope 
in the pews to make a donation to 
special missions. Or, simply 
designate that cause on your check.     
Designated mission offering for 
March, 2020 is to UKirk, a PC(USA) 
college campus ministry. 
     On Sunday, February 23, APC 
was blessed to have members of the 
UNC-G UKirk group lead worship.  

Live-streaming Worship Services 
Look and listen to Sunday morning worship at Alamance live, on-line. A few 
steps before you start are simple to accomplish: 
    1. Go to our website, www.alamancechurch.org. Scroll down the 
homepage for the Live Sunday Worship & Info box. Choose that option, to go 
to the Worship page. (Or, go to Connect at the top of the page, and choose 
Worship from the drop-down list.) 
     2. On the Worship page, the box for Worship Live Streaming is on the top 
right of your screen. It sends you to the Livestream page for Alamance 
Presbyterian Church (www.livestream.com). 
    3. Before you can access the live streaming service, you’ll be required to 
open an account with Livestream, either with your e-mail or your Facebook 
account. The Livestream site will prompt you to enter your e-mail. It will then 
send you an e-mail  that will instruct you how to enter a password of your own 
choosing.  
    4. On the Alamance Presbyterian Church website, the Worship Live 
Streaming page has all the recorded services still available; and options for 
services still to come. (The not-yet-happened ones are listed so you can log in 
on those Sundays at 10:15 a.m. to experience worship with the rest of the 
congregation, as it unfolds in real time.)

Wycliffe Wanderings 
A column by Wycliffe translators  

Jesse & Erin Padgett Atkinson 

“Why are you here?” 

This question might sound deeply 
philosophical, but it’s actually very 
practical when you’re living in a 
Mexican village! Rural villages are 
often not used to receiving 
visitors, and it’s simply 
unfathomable to them that  a 
person would choose to come and 
study their language and culture.       
     So when Erin showed up for 
her first term, asking for 
permission to live and work 
among an indigenous people 
group, she had to be prepared to 
answer this question. It’s also a 
question we’ll have to answer 
again and again as we go back to 
Oaxaca. 
     It turns out that this question is 
also profoundly theological. That’s 
not surprising, since we’re 
pursuing a calling from God! The 
“why” of our mission to live and 
work in a Oaxacan village is 
patterned after God himself. The 

reason why God became a man was 
“to seek and save the lost”(Luke 19:10) 
and “to reconcile all things to himself” 
(Colossians 1:20). Then he sent his 
people out to be his witnesses to the 
ends of the earth, even to the rugged 
mountains of Oaxaca, so that all 
people can be reconciled to him! 
     The “how” of our mission is also 
patterned after God. Jesus became like 
us so that he could save us, so now we 
become “all things to all men so that 
by all possible means [we] might save 
some” (1 Corinthians 9:22). This is 
why we don’t insist on wearing 
American clothes or try to teach 
everyone Spanish (or English) so they 
can read the Spanish Bible. By Christ’s 
example, we want to take all the 
burden on ourselves because it 
underscores the free gift of the Gospel. 
It says to them, “We don’t expect 
anything from you. Let us serve you, 
just as God came to serve us!” 
     Thank you for partnering with us in 
our Wycliffe ministry. We can’t wait to 
get to Mexico later this year, Lord 
willing! 

Thankful for you, 

Jesse & Erin

Elvice Kotangonda

Worship leaders poised to serve

http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://www.livestream.com
http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://www.livestream.com
http://www.alamancechurch.org
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W O M E N ’ S  W O R K
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Presbyterian Women  
of Alamance Presbyterian 

Church 

Six circles of women meet regularly. 
Together, they form the Presbyterian 
Women of Alamance Presbyterian 
Church. All dates, times, and meeting 
places are subject to change, as 
needed. 
Agapé: Meets on second Tuesday at 
11 a.m. to go out and eat; 12:30 p.m. 
in the Uffman classroom. 
JoAnn Camp: Meets at 6:30 p.m. on 
second Tuesdays, usually; and usually 
meets in members’ homes.   
L.I.F.T. (Ladies in Fellowship 
Together): meets every Sunday as a 
Sunday school class, 9-9:50 a.m., in 
the Uffman classroom. Circle meeting 
is the second Sunday of each month. 
Martha Brown: Meets at 1 p.m. on 
the second Wednesday (on weeks 
when second Tuesday and second 
Wednesday happen in the same 
week), in the Coble House. 
Mary, Martha, Lydia, and Ruth: Meets 
at 11 a.m. on the second Tuesday, 
(when second Tuesday and second 
Wednesday happen in the same 
week), in the Parlor. 
Red Hat: Group decides monthly 
where and when to meet. 

     The PW of APC meets together as a 
group in January, at an annual 
Gathering. They meet together with 
other Salem Presbytery PW groups at a 
Spring Gathering and a Fall Gathering.      
     The website 
presbyterianwomen.org has more 
information — or contact Brenda 
Bayne (bjbusa@aol.com) with your 
questions about the PW of APC. 

How Could She Say No? 
 
A couple of months ago, Tommie 
Lynn Sullivan opened an e-mail that 
asked her to serve on the board of 
directors for The Shepherd Center in 
Uganda. She tried really hard to 
come up with excuses to say, “No.”       
     All who know her know that 
Tommie Lynn is heavily involved 
with church, and that she works 
numerous jobs — including at the 
Southeast Swim Club.  
     She convinced herself that she 
just didn’t have the time. Surely 
someone else could do it?  
     God continued to nudge Tommie 
Lynn (gently, but loudly). Sermons 
from pastors Kyle Goodman and Jess 
Rigel were loud and clear. Aren’t we 
called to serve? Aren’t we called to 
step out of our comfort zone and 
fight for justice — and to feed and 
clothe those less fortunate who are 
not only in our communities, state, 
and nation but also our world? 
Doesn’t every child deserve and 
have a right to an education?  
    Tommie Lynn writes, “Ok, God. I 
hear you.  
     “My life was forever changed in 
2017 when God brought 10 children 
from Uganda to the U.S. and put 
them in my life. They will forever 
have my heart.  
     “Because of (by chance?) 
Facebook posts tagging Kampala, 
Uganda, my daughter met 

Tushabomwe Patrick. [He] invited 
us to stay with him if we ever 
visited that area of his country.  
     “As 2018 closed, we had the 
opportunity (by chance?) to go to 
Uganda. I had never been out of 
the country. I stepped out of my 
comfort zone and went. 
     “Patrick opened his home to 
two American women traveling 
with three Ugandan children to 
Kampala. I had no idea what I was 
about to witness, when Patrick took 
me to The Shepherd Center. The 
Center has transformed the lives of 
many young boys. I was so 
impressed.  
     “I’m pretty sure this journey — 
that started before I even realized it 
was starting — was not by chance 
or luck. It has been all by God.  
     “How could I say no after God 
had provided me with these 
opportunities? So I said, “Yes, I 
would be honored to serve, and to 
tell North Carolina about The 
Shepherd Center.” 
     Tommie Lynn would love to 
share with you, your church group, 
or your organization about The 
Shepherd Center's work — and 
how you can help educate and 
rehabilitate young boys who have 
been living on the streets.  
     For more about The Shepherd 
Center, Uganda and its work, go to 
their website: https://
theshepherdcenteruganda.org. 

http://presbyterianwomen.org
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
http://presbyterianwomen.org
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
http://www.alamancechurch.org
https://theshepherdcenteruganda.org
https://theshepherdcenteruganda.org
https://theshepherdcenteruganda.org
https://theshepherdcenteruganda.org
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I N V I T A T I O N
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Together with their families, 

Katherine Lynn Hensley 

and  

Andrew James Long 

request the honor of your presence  
at their wedding 

on 

Saturday, May 16, 2020 
at three o’clock in the afternoon 

in the sanctuary of 

Alamance Presbyterian Church 
4000 Presbyterian Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 

Reception to follow,  
in the Gathering Place. 

You may view their registry information,  
and R.S.V.P., at  

theknot.com/us/katie-hensleyandandrew-long.

13
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M A R D I  G R A S

The littlest pancake eater

Two nieces, three aunts, five Hacketts

Festive guests from UKirk

One mother, two sons, one father, four Garretts

Mardi Gras  
Pancake Supper 2020 

Pancakes were eaten. Photographs were 
taken. A good time was had by all.

Mystery sisters … well, sort of mysterious.

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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M O R E  M A R D I  G R A S

Happy to be here, 
 happy to be part of the program.

“How good and pleasant it is 
when God’s people live together!”

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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• Black Lives Matter. Why and 
how to affirm that “Black Lives 
Matter” in our congregations 
and our communities. 

Leader: Johnathan Gaska, Pastor, 
Trinity Presbyterian. 

• Sabbath as Resistance. Sabbath 
rest and self-care as an 
affirmation of our trust in God in 
a chaotic world. 

Leaders: Donna Chase, Director of 
Christian Formation, First 
Presbyterian Church, Greensboro 
and Jess Rigel, Associate Pastor, 

Alamance Presbyterian Church. 

• Immigration. Seeing and loving 
strangers and neighbors, near 
and far. 

Leaders: Kim Priddy, Pastor, and 
John Stone, Elder, Sedgefield 
Presbyterian. 

8

A D V O C A C Y  D A Y S

Salem Presbytery Social Justice 
Advocacy Training Day is at  
Alamance Presbyterian Church on 
Sunday, March 15, 1:30-7 p.m and 
Monday, March 16, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
     Keynote Speaker is the  Rev. 
Jimmie Hawkins, Director of 
PC(USA) Office of Public Witness in 
Washington, DC. The Rev. Hawkins 
will preach in worship at Alamance 
Pres. on Sunday, March 15. 
     Cost of the program for 
participants: Both days: $20. 
Sunday only: $10 (Includes supper - 
free for Youth) 
Monday only: $10 (Includes lunch) 
Go to the Salem Presbytery 
website at the link below. At the 
bottom of the page is a big orange 
button that sends you to the place 
to register and pay. 
(http://www.salempresbytery.org/
advocacy-day-registration.html) 
You may also access the site 
through the APC Facebook posting 
about the event. 

Schedule: 
Sunday: 
1:30 - 2 p.m.: Registration, check-
in and coffee, resource displays. 
2-3 p.m.: Jimmie Hawkins: Our Call 
to Biblical Advocacy. 
3:15 - 4:45 p.m. - Workshops. 
5-7 p.m. - Supper, Talk, and Action 
for adults and youth. 

Monday: 
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.: Lunch, 
presentation and Table Talk: 
Preaching and Advocacy; led by 
Jimmie Hawkins. 

Workshops - Session One Options: 

• Matthew 25 Churches: What 
does it mean and how do we 
become one? 

Leaders: Frank Dew, Peace and 
Justice Advocacy, Salem Presbytery 
and Donna Chase, Director 
of Christian Formation, First 
Presbyterian Church, Greensboro. 

• Creation Justice: Committing to 
Be an Earth Care Congregation   

Leaders: Jeff Paschal, Pastor, Guilford 
Park Presbyterian Church, 
Greensboro, and Sarah Ogletree, 
Director, NC Power and Light. 

• Hunger: Ways to develop 
and deepen hunger-fighting 
ministry 

Leaders: Jess Rigel, Associate Pastor, 
Alamance Presbyterian Church, 
Greensboro, and Rosa Saavedra, 
Bread for the World staff. 

• Prophetic Music. Every 
movement has a song. Come sing 
the songs of justice and peace.  

Leaders: Bryan McFarland, 
Transitional Pastor, Community 
in Christ Presbyterian Church, 
Greensboro, and Jasmine Evans, 
Music Minister, Saint James 
Presbyterian Church, Greensboro. 

Workshops - Session Two Options: 

• 2020 Election. How can we be 
good stewards of our citizenship 
in the 2020 election?  

Leaders: Jimmie Hawkins, Director 
of the PC(USA) Office of Public 
Witness, Washington, DC  and 
Christian Brooks, Representative for 
Domestic Issues of the Office of 
Public Witness. 

Matthew 25:37-40 

Then the righteous will answer him, 
“Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, 
or naked and gave you clothing? 
And when was it that we saw you 
sick or in prison and visited you?” 
And the king will answer them, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to 
me.”

http://www.salempresbytery.org/advocacy-day-registration.html
http://www.salempresbytery.org/advocacy-day-registration.html
http://www.salempresbytery.org/advocacy-day-registration.html
http://www.alamancechurch.org
http://www.salempresbytery.org/advocacy-day-registration.html
http://www.salempresbytery.org/advocacy-day-registration.html
http://www.salempresbytery.org/advocacy-day-registration.html
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N E W  W A Y  T O  G I V E

A New (and 
Wonderful) Thing 

Jeanine Rossi, our Finance Manager, 
introduces two new and exciting 
ways to give to our church: Online 
Giving and Text Giving. 

Hello, Alamance Church!  

We have negotiated an impressive 
savings with a company that will 
allow us to keep more of the dollars 
you donate electronically.  
     We are pleased to offer these 
two new-to-us, secure giving 
options for your convenience. You 
may use them to make your regular 
pledge, to make a one-time gift to a 
fund of your choosing,  
or to pay for meals and mission trips 
and other such sundry charges that 
arise from time to time. 

To give Online: Simply visit our 
website (www.alamancechurch.org) 
and select the Giving tab at the top 
of the page.  
     Click the Online option, then 
follow the simple, easy-to use 
instructions! You can make a one-
time gift designated to a fund of 
your choice, or you can set up a 
recurring gift. 

To give by Text: Simply text the 
word “give” to 336-396-6133.  
     You will be asked to follow 
simple prompts to set up your 
account and make your donations. 

If you currently give online, we ask 
that you close your account, and 
establish a new one through our 
website.   
     We plan to completely close the 
old online account by the end of 
March, 2020.  
     If you would like any help 
making the transition from old 
secure giving to new secure giving, 
feel free to come in and see me or 

A Lenten Meditation 
(from God Is No Fool, Lois A. Cheney,  

1969, Abingdon Press) 

fifty-five 

I once saw a cross so big 
it was as high as the church 
in front of which it stood. 
It was made of railroad steel 
and it was very dramatic, 
and I was moved 
and I was impressed 
as I walked by and away from it. 

I once saw a cross so lovely, 
it was a work of art, 
carved and polished 
it was made to look 
both strong and delicate, 
and I was moved 
and I was impressed 
as I walked by and away from it. 

There once was a cross 
not so high, not so lovely 
it was not a work of art. 
Rough, full of splinters 
uneven, unsymmetrical 
its simple mystery 
unfathomable. 
And I cannot walk by it 
and I cannot walk away from it. 

give me a  phone call and I’ll be glad 
to assist you (336-697-0488 ext. 127, 
jeanine@alamancechurch.org;). 

Thank you so much for your 
generosity to your church and to the 
work that God is doing in our 
community and around the globe! 

May God continue to richly bless 
each one of you as you generously 
give to his kingdom. 

Jeanine Rossi,  
                       Finance Manager

years in a monastery in Britain, 
preparing for his missionary work. 
When he became a priest, his 
name was changed to Patricius, and 
he returned to the land of his 
captors to begin his teachings. 
     Although some Christians 
already lived in Ireland at the time, 
the country was largely pagan; so 
spreading a foreign religion was not 
an easy task. Patricius traveled from 
village to village to share the 
teachings of the Lord, and was 
successful enough to eventually 
bring an organized church — the 
Church of Ireland — into existence. 

(from The Old Farmer’s Almanac) 

March 17 Is St. Patrick’s Day. 

Was St. Patrick a real person? 

Saint Patrick is the patron saint and 
national apostle of Ireland. He is 
credited with successfully spreading 
Christianity throughout Ireland —
hence the Christian celebration of 
his life and name. 
     There are many legends about 
him. Did he play a large role in 
spreading Christianity to Ireland? Yes, 
absolutely. Did he really drive all the 
snakes out of Ireland? Probably not, 
since snakes weren’t native to Ireland 
to begin with. 
     The man who would eventually 
become St. Patrick was born in 
Britain (part of the Roman Empire at 
the time) as Maewyn Succat in the 
late 4th century. When he was 16 
(around A.D. 400), Maewyn was 
kidnapped from his home on the 
west coast of Britain by Irish pirates, 
who enslaved him in Ireland as a 
shepherd. After six years, he escaped 
back to Britain. Maewyn was 
convinced it was the Lord who 
protected him and delivered him 
safely home. 
     Upon returning home, Maewyn 
received his call (in a dream) to 
preach the Gospel — in Ireland, of 
all places! He spent the next 15 or so 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
mailto:jeanine@alamancechurch.org
http://www.alamancechurch.org
mailto:jeanine@alamancechurch.org
http://www.alamancechurch.org
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F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R S ’  D E S K S

Ministry Musings

Greetings Family! 

This year the high school Sunday 
school class that Danny Thomas and 
I co-teach has focused on learning 
more about the liturgy.        
     Literally translated, liturgy means 
“the work of the people.” It is 
frequently used to describe both our 
order of worship and the various 
seasons of the Church year.   
     Students have worked through 
our weekly bulletin together, 
resolving questions like “Why do we 
sing in Church?”, “What is a prayer 
of confession?”, and “What’s the big 
deal about the sacraments?”.   
     Over the past few weeks our 
conversations have centered on 
tithes and offerings. We’ve talked 
about what tithe means (“one-
tenth”); and we’ve also learned 
about the financial realities of 
adulthood and budgeting.   
     The core of these conversations is 
always the same: Whether it is in 
time, or talents, or money, 
individuals prioritize and invest in 
what they value. In other words, 
“where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21).  
     Though it might prove disturbing, 
an easy way to discover what you 
value most is to assess where most 
of your time and money is going.  
Maybe it’s your family, or your 
home; maybe it’s Netflix and 
restaurants; maybe it’s the church, or 
the library.   
     Whatever you may be investing 
in, how is that a reflection of your 
values? Does your investment align 
with what you believe your values 
are, or what you desire them to be? 
     On my own journey of learning 
to better understand finances, these 
questions have empowered me to 
invest more time in exploring my 
own creativity, to identify 
organizations that I wish to partner 
with, and to carve out more time in 
my week for community-building.   

An old joke, attributed to either 
Ellen DeGeneres and Woody Allen 
(but probably older than both), goes 
like this: “In the beginning, there 
was nothing. Then God said, ‘Let 
there be light!’ And there was light. 
Now, there was still nothing, but 
you could see it a whole lot better.” 
      Light, of course, whether we 
can see it or not, is fundamental to 
life. It warms our planet. It 
nourishes the plants that the world 
feeds on. It gives the world color 
and wonder. It lets us see. 
     More than anything else, most of 
us experience the world through 
our eyes.  
     Curiously, for centuries, the 
Church has been more centered on 
the ear than on the eye. We put 
more stock in John’s account of 
creation than the one in Genesis: 
“In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.”  
     Our service of worship is 
primarily an aural experience, 
through the music, the scripture we 
read, the prayers we recite, and the 
sermons we hear preached. The 
church cultivates listeners.  
     Though we are certainly blessed 
with a beautiful sanctuary with a 
fantastic design, colored by lovely 
stained-glass windows, it is still the 
words of worship that receive the 
most attention.  
     Increasingly, we live in a world 
focused not on words, but on 
images. Screens have replaced 
books as our primary medium for 
sharing stories. You can follow a t.v. 
show with closed captions instead 
of sound — it’s almost impossible to 
know what’s happening on your 
favorite show without the picture.       
     One of the challenges the 
Church faces is how to be more 
image-centered, when words have 
always been the thing we are best at 
and most comfortable with. 

A Few Good Words      The Worship Arts Ministry Team 
had this mind as the season of Lent 
approached. The team has created a 
daily devotional for you, called 
Lenten Reflections. Rather than 
assembling material for you to read, 
the team crafted a devotional with 
daily images and/or activities for you 
to reflect on.  
     There are works of art that portray 
the scriptures we will hear through 
the season. There are links to videos 
you can watch online. There are 
coloring pages that invite you to add 
color and life to a world too often 
experienced in black and white.  
     There are no pages to read. There 
are quotes to ponder and even 
recipes to follow. Each page has 
been lovingly curated and adorned 
with calligraphy.  
     We invite you to pick up one of 
these devotionals from the 
Gathering Place in the coming days. 
Then, rather than trying to follow 
each day “religiously,” we 
encourage you to find in each day 
an invitation to accept, to hold for 
later, or to let lie.  
     Lent is a time for reflection; a 
time to look at all the ways we bear 
or distort the image of the divine 
within us. We hope these images 
will speak to you. We hope the light 
they shed will help you see — not 
nothing — but yourself and your 
Christian calling in a new light.       
     Many thanks are in order to the 
Worship Arts Team for taking on the 
project this year. 

    
In Christ’s Love and LIGHT,  

 Kyle 
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THE RELAY: MARCH 2020       www.alamancechurch.org

Join us for one or all! ALL children 
are welcome, whether they attend 
church regularly, occasionally, or 
just stop by to check us out. 
    The APC Children’s Ministry at 
Alamance Presbyterian Church 
strives to provide a safe and loving 
church community where children 
will learn who Jesus is, experience 
his love, and grow to become his 
followers. 

Sunday school 
All children from PreK-5th grade 
meet together from 9-9:50 a.m. each 
Sunday during the school year. The 
curriculum is Godly Play. The Godly 
Play space is on the lower level of 
the Grant building. 
                                       

 Children’s Church 

Joy Thomas, Dir. of Children's 
Ministries, and helpers lead this 
worship. Children are ALWAYS 
welcome in the sanctuary — 
Children’s Church is offered for 
children to stay through a children’s 
message, then leave for a lesson of 
their own. They return after the 
sermon to continue worship.    
     Childcare is provided for infants 
through 3-year-olds, in a nursery in 
the Education Building, staffed by 
approved volunteers. 

Kids R.O.C.K. 
Kids Reaching Out to Christ’s 
Kingdom is a fellowship group for 
2nd-5th grades. Kids R.O.C.K. meets 
from 5-6:30 p.m. every Sunday 
during the school year, for a simple 
meal and a program that explores 
Christian life from a child’s 
perspective. 
      
All of our children’s programs would 
greatly benefit from the services of 
volunteers to assist the Director of 
Children’s Ministries in her work. 

Children’s Worship 
and Fellowship

G R A C E  N O T E S
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Musically Speaking … 

Sign up to offer your help with 
programs and events in the lives of 
the youngest among us, with this link. 
https://signup.com/go/LiKMLXG  
     Remember that all who work with 
children need a background check — 
Joy Thomas, Dir. of Children’s 
Ministries, can help you with that! 

Contact Katie Hensley, Director of 
Music (katie@alamancechurch.org) 
for information about music at APC. 
     

Adult Choir 
The APC Adult Choir rehearses on 
Wednesday evenings, in the choir 
loft, from 7-8:30 p.m.  
     Singers perform anthems during 
worship, and lead the congregation 
in singing hymns and responses.  
     This musical ministry is open to 
anyone of high school age or older. 
Ability to read music is helpful but 
not required. 
     A request: The choir meets 9-9:45 
a.m. in the sanctuary, each Sunday, 
to rehearse music — and to hold 
devotions. Please, wait until after 
9:45 to enter the sanctuary. If you 
come into that space for a time of 
quiet personal prayer, please 
maintain silence. 

     It’s also helped narrow my focus 
on ways APC’s staff could empower 
our congregation to invest better, 
themselves.            
     Though money is certainly not the 
only way to support the work of our 
church, the staff recently realized 
that we could make tithing easier in 
an increasingly cash-free society.   
     To that end, we’re excited to roll 
out a new way of giving: using text-
messaging! Both visitors and 
members can now text an amount 
they would like to tithe to 
336-396-6133, and set up an 
EasyTithe account that can link to a 
credit or debit card, or directly to a 
bank account.  
     Once it’s set up, future donations 
can be made directly from the app; 
either on a recurring basis, or in real 
time — during worship, in line for a 
Low Country Boil Ticket, or even 
while supporting our Food Pantry by 
rocking in a chair during our Rock-A-
Thon summertime fundraiser.   
     Our old online giving platform 
was working well. We anticipate that 
more folks (including our high school 
Sunday school class) will be able to 
make financial donations more easily 
through the wonders of modern 
communication technology.   
     We expect that this new giving 
option will reach more and more 
people in our worshipping 
community, and that it will help us to 
continue to be Christ’s hands and 
feet, in southeast Guilford County 
and beyond!  
      I hope you’ll consider it as a 
potential tithing option. If you have 
any questions, or need help setting 
up EasyTithe, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to our financial manager 
Jeanine Rossi. She will be happy to 
work with you to set everything up.  
  
Until next month, 
  

Pastor Jess 

Resident Artist Program 

The Resident Artist program is in the 
middle of its third year! Stay tuned 
for news about a springtime recital 
by our current crop of young people 
(Jonathan Arp, Ali Garner-McGraw, 
and Isaiah Jackson) and our 
accompanist, Rebecca Oden. 
     The recital will showcase the 
amazing musical talents of the artists; 
and raise funds to maintain and 
expand the program in the years 
ahead. There may be cake afterward. 

    
     

mailto:katie@alamancechurch.org
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All About MEETS  
(Meet, Eat, Entertain,  

Travel, Socialize) 
MEETS (yes, we know there should 
be periods, but we choose not to 
use them) celebrated its one-year 
anniversary on February 2!  
     The group has enjoyed monthly 
gatherings: outdoor concerts, 
brewery tour, Oktoberfest bonfire, 
theater production, socials at Coble 
House, and a Chinese Lantern 
Festival.       
     MEETS  is an APC fellowship 
group designed as an opportunity 
for those in the "empty nester" 
group to gather for social activities. 
MEETS is not a service group, Bible 
study or discussion group. It is 
entirely social.       
     This transitional period in life, 
when many experience changes in 
work status, family life, confront 
the illness or loss of a spouse, 
become grandparents, or live in an 
“empty nest” for the first time in 
many years, can be trying. While 
some people relish those changes, 
others struggle to adjust to this new 
identity.  
     MEETS provides occasions to 
gather with others in the same stage 
of life; in order to to gain, renew or 
strengthen friendships, try new 
things, and support each other.  
MEETS hopes that relationships 
formed in this environment will be 
lifelong, and will help people to 
live long and happy lives as a 
result. 

About MEETS: 

• Who oversees MEETS? 
      The Fellowship Team.  
• How do I join MEETS? 
     Respond to an evite to any of 
the events. If you are not computer 
savvy, you can respond in person, 
by phone or e-mail to the 
Fellowship Team. (It is most helpful 
if you respond via evite. Verbal 
responses are hard to manage.) 

• Does it cost to join MEETS? 
     Participants pay their own way. 
Some outings are free of charge, 
though you may be asked to bring 
your own food/beverage or some to 
share. 
• Do I have to be a parent? 
    Absolutely not! “Empty nester” 
refers to an age group, not a parental 
status. Typically, empty nesters are 
from middle-aged to "not quite ready 
to be called senior citizens.” The 
group is predominantly in their 
40s-60s.  
• I am single/widowed/divorced. 
May I participate? 
     A thousand times yes! MEETS is 
open to single and married people. 
• My spouse has to work on the night 
of a gathering. May I come alone? 
      Yes. 
• May I bring a friend/neighbor/
sibling? 
     Definitely. “The more, the merrier” 
applies here. 
• May I bring my child or 
grandchild? 
     Sorry, no. MEETS is an adults- only 
group, for those aged 21 and over.  
• I am older/younger than an empty 
nester, but interested in some of the 
activities. May I still come? 
     Yes! If you are 21 or older and 
would like to come, you are 
welcome. (Keep in mind that events 
are tailored to the target age group.)  
•Do I have to be a member of APC? 
     No! Come on! 
• Who chooses and plans activities? 
Typically, the Fellowship Team — they 
welcome suggestions. Team members 
periodically poll the group, to find out 
where interests lie.  
• I have a special interest/talent/
connection/idea that MEETS might 
enjoy. May I plan an outing? 
     All suggestions should be brought 
to the Fellowship Team. If approved, 
they’ll contact you to discuss how 
much of it you want to plan. A team 
member will assist you with 
advertising, any fee collection, 
logistics, etc.  

• Am I required to attend all of the 
gatherings? 
    You are welcome to pick and 
choose according to your interests, 
ability, and schedule.  
• Is transportation provided?            
     Transportation is typically on 
your own. Occasionally we use the 
church bus. You are always welcome 
to form carpools. If you have a 
transportation issue, please let the 
Fellowship Team know. 
• Do outings include meals? 
     Sometimes. A meal may be the 
actual gathering. Sometimes a main 
event is planned and the meal is on 
your own. Participants may eat 
together as one group, in small 
groups, or go their separate ways.  
• When are the gatherings? 
     MEETS meets about once a 
month. It is not limited to a set day 
and time, but varies from month to 
month. This allows more to 
participate, and gives a wider variety 
of activities to choose from.  
• I am not on the evite list. How 
can I be added? 
     Send your request to 
kathyefay@gmail.com. 
• Why do I need to r.s.v.p.? 
     Your response enables the team to 
keep a headcount for those activities 
that require one. It provides a way 
for us to contact you in case the 
event is cancelled. It allows them to 
tweak activities according to interest 
level. It tells them how many 
supplies, food, drinks, etc needed for 
an event. Good planning helps 
events run smoothly. Please do not 
respond with “maybe”! Make a firm 
decision, then answer “yes” or 
“no.” (Let a team member know if an 
emergency changes your plans.)  
• I still have questions. How do I 
find out more about MEETS? 
     Contact Kathy Fay, or any other 
member of the Fellowship Team: Jay 
Busby, Marianne Cimino, Kathy Fay, 
Sherri Frazier, Darren Hadley, 
Barbara Keeler, Phyllis Monroe, Jess 
Rigel, Sara Strandberg, Gary Trull. 

mailto:kathyefay@gmail.com
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“At the Table” is a popular activity for the Children’s 
and Youth ministries. Several times a year, the programs 
join forces (with the assistance of adult leaders and 
some helpful parents) to prepare, cook, serve, eat, and 
clean up after a meal for each other.  

Here are some photos of the group at work. 

“At the Table”   
scores another success! 

A good time was had by all. 

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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Special Collections 

Each month, the APC Food Pantry 
designates specific food items to 
be donated. Here’s a list of the 
specific items wanted each month: 

• March: Peanut butter, jelly 
• April: Canned fruits 
• May: Canned vegetables 
• June: Macaroni-and-cheese 
• July: Crackers 
• August: Canned pasta 
• September: Cereal, oatmeal 
• October: Canned meats 
• November: Dry pasta, sauce 
• December: Soups 
• January: Canned beans 
• February: Canned pasta

Potter’s House 

Since July of 2004, APC has served 
supper to hungry guests at the 
Greensboro Urban Ministry’s Potter’s 
House on the third Saturday of each 
odd-numbered month. These are the 
remaining 2020 dates to serve: 
March 21, May 16, July 18, 
September 19, and November 21. 
     The work is intense, but not long. 
Arrive at 6 p.m. to set up for the 
meal. Serve food from 7-7:45 p.m. 
We clean up and are out the door by 
8:15 p.m. 

     Let Darren Hadley know that you 
or your group want to help serve a 
meal — or two, or three — at Potter’s 
House. (darren.hadley@triad.rr.com) 

Team members send out a great big 
“Thank you!” to all who support this 
local hunger-relief mission, who 
provide food, and money, and time to 
make the mission possible.   
     In January, we collected 748 
pounds of food from church members 
and organizations; and served 114 
families (387 people). 
     Since 2010, this church has 
offered groceries to up to 30 hungry 
families each week. Distribution is on 
Saturday mornings, from 
10:00-11:30. Set-up for the week’s 
distribution starts well before then.       
     One Tuesday each month, we pick 
up food from Second Harvest Food 
Bank in Winston-Salem. Every 
Wednesday, volunteers pack grocery 
bags and put them in carts for the 
week’s guests. 
This mission has priority to use Brown 
Fellowship Hall.    

APC Food Pantry 

Meal Train is a free-to-use website for 
scheduling meals for those who are 
temporarily unable to fend for 
themselves — usually because of 
illness, or recovery from surgery.  
     A sponsor sets up a “train” and 
invites others to provide food. Each 
train is assigned a unique website 
link, with dates and times, and any 
special dietary instructions.  
     It is very convenient for donors to 
sign themselves up. Those who are 
not “computer savvy” can request 
help from the church office.. 
     Once on the site, you’ll set up an 
account, to receive e-mail reminders. 
It is a secure site: Meal Train does not 
share your information. 
     Sponsors typically share the link 
with their friends, and on the church 
Facebook page. Upon request, the 
church office sends the link by e-mail 
to our All APC distribution list.  
     Not on the list? E-mail your desire 
to be on that mailing list to Lynn 
Barnes, (lynn@alamancechurch.org). 

Feeding Our Friends

Soup & Salad Meal 
on January 26 
raised over $1,500 
for the Christian 
Education ministry 
— thank you!

Children and youth worked together to 
serve the meal to hungry congregants.

     You can now schedule your own 
workdays at http://signup.com/go/
h2b6xy. 

mailto:darren.hadley@triad.rr.com
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Memorials and 
Honoraria 

To the Operating Fund: In memory of 
Elmer Anderson by Nancy Durham, 
Geneva Boswell, the Martha Brown 
Circle. In honor of Toby Jobe by 
Danny & Joy Thomas. 

To the Benevolent Ministry Fund: In 
memory of Elmer Anderson by the 
Martha Brown Circle. 

For the Children’s Worship Bags: In 
honor of Andrew Irwin by Sam & Ada 
Nelson. 

A Note 

Holding a funeral at Alamance 
Presbyterian Church? Remember to 
inform the church office! The staff 
can help with your plans — and 
alert you of events already planned 
for that date and time. If another 
funeral or graveside service is 
already scheduled for the same time 
and place, the first funeral 
scheduled will receive precedence. 
     Several Bereavement Teams help 
with refreshments at the time of the 
funeral. The church office can 
inform the teams that you’d like their 
aid.  
     Cemetery regulations, cemetery 
privileges with membership, and a 
roster of graves (through the year 
2000) are all posted on our website, 
www.alamancechurch.org. Look 
under “Learn” in the header bar.  

Thank You Notes 

The family of Lester Dyson wants to 
thank our church family and friends 
for the outpouring of love and 
support during his illness and death. 
Your prayers, calls, visits, and gifts of 
food carried us through a difficult 
time. We ask for your continual 
prayers, as we continue to 
experience our loss.  

Nancy, Debbie & 
Brant, David & Dee 

Dear friends, 

Thank you for the many cards and 
loving expressions of sympathy 
received during the death of my 
brother [Elmer Anderson]. 
     It was truly heart-warming to see 
so many of you at his funeral service. 

Love to all of you, 

Thelma Greeson 

Dear friends, 

I want to thank everybody for all they 
do for Ross and me. Ross is now in 
The Cottage at Blakey Hall, a 
memory-care unit. He is adjusting 
well to his new home. I am doing 
much better myself these days. 

Love to all of you, 

Carol Sharpe 

Wanted! 

• More to improve and fewer to 
disapprove. 

• More doers and fewer talkers. 
• More to say “It can be done” and 

fewer to say “It’s impossible.” 
• More to inspire others and fewer 

to throw cold water on them. 
• More to get into the thick of 

things and fewer to sit on the 
sidelines. 

• More to point out what’s right 
and fewer to show what’s wrong. 

• More to light a candle and fewer 
to curse the darkness.  

- Author unknown 

Upcoming Events 

• Sat., March 7: Alamance 
Community Fire Department 
Barbecue, 4-8 p.m., at 
Southeast Middle School. 

• Sun., March 8: Daylight Saving 
Time begins, 2 a.m.  

• Sun., March 15: Salem 
Advocacy Days. Guest preacher 
is Jimmie Hawkins. 

• Sun., March 29: Beer & Hymns 
ecumenical event at Southend 
Brewery, 2:30-4 p.m. 

• Sun., April 5: Palm/Passion 
Sunday; Easter Egg hunt 
immediately after worship. 

• Wed., April 8: Holy 
Wednesday. Worship service at 
6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary after 
Open Door supper is our 
“maundy” service. Communion 
will be served. 

• Thurs., April 9: Maundy 
Thursday service at Community 
in Christ Presbyterian, 7 p.m. 

• Fri., April 10: Good Friday 
worship in sanctuary, 7 p.m. 

• Sun., April 12: Easter Sunday. 
• Sat., April 24: Fish Fry

http://www.alamancechurch.org
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           T H E  B A C K  P E W  

Sunday Morning 
Volunteers 

Ushers/Greeters 
1st Sunday & 5th Sunday 
  Jon Garrett, Patty Starr 
  Side Door: Pat Lovell 

2nd Sunday 
  Ada Nelson, Patty and Cayce Church 
  Side Door: Birdie and Nora Church 

3rd Sunday 
  Jackie Fogleman 
  Side door: Jean Poe 

4th Sunday 
  Dena Fail, Leta Pillion 
  Side door: JoAnn Camp 

Offering Collectors 

1st Sunday & 5th Sunday 
  Graham Dail, Tina Garrett 
  Kathy Medder, Tommie Lynn Sullivan 

2nd Sunday 
Naomi Church, Pam Dixon,  
Tony Sizemore, Gary Trull 

3rd Sunday 
Nick Purvis, Albert Smith,  
            Steve Starr, Kirby Ward 

4th Sunday 
Harold Alexander, Bobby Jobe, 
   Willie Goncharow, Ed Gonzalez   

ALAMANCE 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IS INCLUSIVE, 
ECLECTIC, AND 
REFORMED. 
We are an ecumenical congregation in 
a Presbyterian Church (USA) form. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor 
Rev. Jessica Rigel, Associate Pastor  
                               for Discipleship 
Andrew Long, Dir., Youth Ministries 
Katie Hensley, Director of Music 
Rebecca Oden, Accompanist 
Joy Thomas, Dir., Children’s Ministries 
Jeanine Rossi, Financial Manager 
Lynn Barnes, Administrative Assistant 
Jane Preston, Director, 
 Child Development Center 
Keri Rojas, Asst. Director, CDC 

Missionary: Erin Padgett Atkinson,      
       Linguist, Wycliffe Bible Translators 

Alamance Presbyterian Church 
4000 Presbyterian Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 
(336)-697-0488 
www.alamancechurch.org 
info@alamancechurch.org 

Connect with Us 
Electronically 

“Like us” on Facebook We 
maintain several pages on the social 
media site Facebook. “Like” the pages 
to receive automatic notice on your 
own Facebook wall.  

... and check our website! 
The church website is found at 
www.alamancechurch.org. 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

Deadline for the April, 2020 
issue of The Relay, our church 
newsletter, is Monday, March 23. Post 
your articles by “snail mail,” by e-mail 
(lynn@alamancechurch.org), phone 
the office (697-0488 x 121) —  
or hitch up your wagon and drive to 
the church to deliver it in person.  

Hours of Operation 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Friday: 
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Wednesday: 
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Office hours for 
Finance Manager Jeanine Rossi  
• 9-4 on Monday 
• 9-2:30 on Tuesday 
• 9-5 Wednesday and Thursday 
• 9-2:30 on Friday 
•

Telephone #: 

336.697.0488 

Coffee hour Volunteers 

Mar. 1: Hadley 

Mar. 8: Alexander 
Mar. 15: Sullivan 
Mar. 22: Alexander 

Mar. 29: Irwin 

Daylight Saving Time begins 
at 2 a.m. 

on Sunday, March 8! 
Remember to set your clocks ahead  

one hour before you go to bed  
on Saturday, March 7.
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