
June 25, 2020 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’  
- Lamentations 3:22-34 

These are some of my favorite verses in scripture. I love them for their poetry and their unbridled optimism.  
They are worth committing to memory. We sing them in that beloved old hymn of the church, Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness. It is also important to know where they come from. They are proclaimed in Lamentations, a book of 
five poems written to express the grief and anguish of God’s people as they are carried off into exile in Babylon. 
We have recently been studying this book in our weekly Wednesday Bible study. These verses fall at the very 
center of the book. They are a ray of hope surrounded by a seemingly unending litany of despair. To read them 
apart from that that context is truly not to read them at all. 
     We have no idea what it is like to be utterly destroyed and carried off into exile. To compare our present 
circumstance to that one only betrays our privilege. We are extremely blessed, even now. To believe otherwise is 
to fail to understand the great misery others feel around the world. Yet we do know what it feels like to feel cut 
off, separated from all we have known and loved. It will not be for a lifetime, as it was for the people of 
Jerusalem in the days of Lamentations. But, to us, it already feels like a lifetime ago since things felt normal.  
     I wish I was writing you today to tell you that things are getting back to normal at Alamance Presbyterian 
Church. I am not. We still do not know when we will resume in-person worship here. We are anxiously awaiting 
news from the governor about North Carolina’s next phase. Our Reopening Task Force and Session will evaluate 
the situation as that news is published. As of this writing, we have made no decisions.       
     We know that many of you are eager to get back to church. Many of you have been asking. We recognize 
that some of you may not agree with this strategy. We only ask for your patience and understanding. We err on 
the side of caution, but we are considering all options.  
     We also recognize that many of you will not feel comfortable returning to the sanctuary when we reopen,  
in any capacity. We affirm that — and we would stress that we remain committed to offering Livestream 
services, virtual gatherings, and electronic giving platforms as options for the foreseeable future, even when they 
might happen concurrently with in-person gatherings. We are doing our very best to meet the needs of the 
whole church.  
     Regardless of when we return to the sanctuary, things will look remarkably different, as they do in nearly all 
churches around our country. We so appreciate your patience and forbearance. The truth is, there is no “right 
way” to do this. We are forging ahead through uncharted territory. 
      
In the meantime, we are excited to announce our first drive-in worship opportunity. We will meet at  10 a.m., 
our regular worship time, on Sunday, July 5 in the lower parking lot (between the Coble House and former 
MMO building). Please plan to arrive no later than 15 minutes before 10 a.m. 
     We will fill in the spaces from the front to the back. We will alternate parking spaces in each row, to 
maximize visibility and to maintain distance between cars. We have purchased an F.M. transmitter, so that you 
may listen to the service from your car radio. We are going to insist that everyone remain in their cars through 
the whole service. Your faithfulness to this condition will have some influence our willingness to hold future  
in-person gatherings. To put it bluntly: please don’t ruin it for everybody else!       
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     Having said all that, we are really excited to see you there, in your cars. We going have a lot of music for you 
to sing. We will pray together, have a car-horn passing of the peace, listen to a (hopefully) good sermon, and 
undoubtedly feel the Spirit move from car to car. We hope you come! If you don’t feel comfortable or cannot 
make it there, know that the same content will also be available on our Livestream site.  
     I also need to share a word with you about our financial picture. First, I want to offer my gratitude to 
everyone who has gone above and beyond in meeting your pledges. We are supremely grateful for everyone 
who has moved to online giving, or has routinely sent in your contribution. Your faithfulness has kept your 
church afloat through this season, without a doubt! Without you, I don’t know where we would be. 
     You are probably aware that we are currently wrapping up our fiscal year, at the end of June. Even with our 
offerings being relatively strong, the overall financial picture is not as good. There are two reasons why this is so. 
First, in our annual budget, we rely on investment income as a significant funding source. The losses we have 
incurred from the market these last few months have hurt our bottom line. In addition, we also budget income 
from several fundraisers that we were not able to hold this spring. Without these two sources — and with the 
inevitable losses from unpledged giving — we are far behind where we hoped to be at this time. We will not 
have definite numbers to share until sometime in July, when Financial Secretary Jeanine Rossi closes out the 
books. Still, I want to be honest with you about the situation. 
     Following recommendations from the denomination and from several wise financial consultants, your 
Session has elected to approve a six-month working budget, rather than an annual budget.  
     As we were unable to hold a stewardship drive this spring, we ask everyone, if they are able, to maintain 
their current pledge to the church through the end of the calendar year. If you need to adjust your pledge up or 
down, please contact Jeanine to do so. Otherwise, we will keep the numbers the same for the next six months. 
We intend to conduct a full stewardship campaign in the fall. Again, if you have any questions about this, please 
be in touch with Jeanine.  

I am convinced that the words of Lamentations 3 are at the heart of where we are in the midst of this time of 
trial. At a time when the news never seems to hold any promise or hope, when it feels as if the storms of life 
threaten to overwhelm us, when the ends do not seem to meet, and there is no definitive end in sight, we can 
find hope in the truth that the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. God’s promise is new every morning. 
Great is God’s faithfulness to us!  

Thanks for your faithfulness to God and to your church. Keep praying for the church. Keep praying for one 
another. Keep tuning in. Keep the faith, Alamance Church! I love you and I miss you! 

      In Christ’s Love and Light, 

      Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor 
       

 


