
Responsive Readings for worship on Sunday, January 3, 2021 

Call to Worship 

One Voice: For those who seek a Savior, we lead them to the stable: 
All Voices: to the One who was born to bring freedom, forgiveness, liberty. 
One: For those who seek assurance, we lead them to the light: 
All: to the One who opens eyes to understanding God's word and truth. 
One: For those who seek forgiveness, we lead them to a grace beyond comprehension: 
All: to wholeness, healing, and peace. 
One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light! 
         Thanks be to God! 

First Scripture Reading                                         Isaiah 60:1-6 

One: This is the Word of the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 

Prayer of Confession 

God of light, you speak to us in many ways: through rushing wind or still, small voice; in Scripture’s Word or 
through your Grace. And we, in turn, find many ways to hear the world’s insistent voice break through the 
silence and take your place. 
     Help us, Lord. We come to you in need of assurance and forgiveness. We come in need of healing and 
wholeness. We come to you in need of your light and your love. Help us to hear your voice above the clamor 
of this world; and fill us with your Spirit, so that we might be beacons in the darkness — those who speak 
your Word with boldness and draw others to your feet. Amen. 

Second Scripture Reading                                    Matthew 2:1-12 

                               One: This is the Word of the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 

Affirmation of Faith            The Apostles’ Creed               - Ecumenical version 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 




