
TEE SHIRT FUNDRAISER: Sale lasts 
through Jul. 30. APC logo on front, 
Micah 6:8 on back. Adult shirt $20, 
child’s $15. Profits benefit programs 
of the church. 
     Cotton tees, in these sizes/colors: 
Men (S-3XL, red or blue); Women 
(S-3XL, blue or pink); Children (YXS-
YXL, blue or pink). 
     To order: Phone office 
(336.697.0488 x 121), leave msg.; or 
e-mail info@alamancechurch.org.         
     To pay: Go to https://
www.alamancechurch.org/online-
giving) to pre-pay (choose “other” 
fund, note “shirt sale” in comments. 
Only paid orders will be honored. 
     Pick-ups are pending pestilence 
protocols for August. You’ll be 
contacted when the shirts arrive! 

DRIVE-IN CHURCH: We’ll gather in 
the parking lot again on Sun., Aug. 2! 
Will be earlier in the day, to avoid 
heatstroke among participants. Stay 
tuned for details, as they develop. 

“DIVINE FOCUS” PHOTOGRAPHY 
CLUB: Led by Kyle Goodman and 
Danny Thomas. Contact Kyle 
Goodman for this fellowship group. 
(kyle@alamancechurch.org)  

BIBLE STUDY: Rev. Dr. Kyle 
Goodman leads a distance-learning 
version of Open Book; meets 
Wednesdays at 11a. Contact him to 
get a Zoom link to join the study. 
kyle@alamancechurch.org. Note: No 
class on Wed., Jul. 22. 

FUNERALS DURING PANDEMIC: 
The day, time, and place of memorial 
services should not be published by 
funeral homes or churches, per 
current state guidelines. All except 
immediate family members should 
stay at home, to give the family room 
to stay safe.  
     Need care or support? Your 
pastors are here for you. When all 
restrictions are lifted, an "All Saints 
Service” will give thanks for the lives 
of loved ones and countless others 
who died during the pandemic. 

PRAYER REQUEST PUBLICATION: 
“Cares and Concerns” are posted 
weekly  on the Home page of 
www.alamancechurch.org. 

July 12, 2020 Announcements  

Coins for Christ/ 
Pennies for Hunger: August 2, 2020 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP: We're 
glad you are watching us remotely. 
Until further notice, Alamance 
Presbyterian Church suspends all 
in-person worship, fellowship, 
classes, and committee meetings; 
per state and Salem Presbytery Safer 
at Home recommendations during 
COVID-19. Our Session continues 
to craft policy specifically for APC.  
     All groups that meet at APC — 
church groups and community 
groups — MUST apply to Session 
for permission to use our facilities, 
during the long reopening.  
     We broadcast worship each 
Sunday. Instructions to set up and 
use a Livestream account are on 
(www.alamancechurch.org). 
     Bulletins in PDF are posted on 
the website, formatted for 11 x 17 
paper. Responsive readings only 
and the song sheet with hymns are 
formatted for 8 1/2 x 11 paper. 
     Inspirational videos are 
regularly posted on the website and 
Alamance Presbyterian Church 
Facebook page. 

POTTERS HOUSE MEAL: It is our 
privilege to provide supper for 
hungry guests of Greensboro Urban 
Ministry on Sat., July 18. Contact 
Darren Hadley to volunteer your 
help. Homemade desserts always 
welcome: cakes, bars, and cookies 
are easiest for servers and eaters. 

TABLESCAPE CHALLENGE: Do you 
miss regular family (and church 
family) mealtime fellowship? The 
video "Gather Around the Table” 
shows fun decor to welcome guests 
once pandemic distance restrictions 
relax. Enter a friendly contest, 
through Jul. 26: Create a 
tablescape, snap its photo, tell us 
about the theme. E-mail photo to 
Linda Aydelette 
(linda.aydelette@gmail.com) and/or 
to Pastor Jess Rigel 
(jess@alamancechurch.org). They 
will judge the entries, and award a 
special prize to the winner! 

Church Staff 
Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor 
Rev. Jess Rigel, Associate Pastor 
Andrew Long, Dir., Youth Ministries 
Joy Thomas, Dir., Children’s Ministries 
Katie Long, Director of Music 
Rebecca Oden, Accompanist 
Jeanine Rossi, Finance Manager 
Lynn Barnes, Administrative Assistant 
Jane Preston Director,  
             Child Development Center 
Keri Rojas, Asst. Dir., CDC 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

(336)-697-0488  
To comply with Phase 2 of 

North Carolina’s  
Safer at Home order, 

church offices and buildings 
are closed 

 until the order is rescinded. 

Gathering  

Prelude                                 Be Thou My Vision                       - arr. Joel Raney 

 

Candle Lighting 

As we light the candles on our communion table,  
we invite you to light a candle in your homes, 

 as a reminder that Christ is with us always, even in our darkest moments, 
illuminating us with hope for the future. 

Opening Music                   Come and Fill Our Hearts                     

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!            

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time July 12, 2020   10 a.m.

Food Pantry Volunteers 

Special collection for July:  
Crackers 

We can always use clean, dry, plastic 
grocery bags. We also accept clean, 
dry, empty egg cartons, to re-pack 
eggs by the dozen for our guests, 
from a generous weekly bulk 
donation of hen fruit. 

VOLUNTEERS ESSENTIAL: Food 
Pantry Team needs you. Volunteer 
your service!     

Go here to sign up: http://
signup.com/go/h2b6xy   

Presbyterian Women circles  
will meet when public gatherings  

are again allowed. (L.I.F.T. meets each 
Sunday via Zoom, 9-9:50 a.m.) 

Contact Brenda Bayne  
about the Pres. Women of ACP 

(brendajbayne@aol.com) 

Ministry Teams’ stated meetings 
Please check with your moderator 
for meeting times during Safer at 
Home protocols — and for how to 
meet while maintaining physical 

distance one from another. 
When public gatherings are again 
allowed, stated meeting times will 

again be published in the 
announcements and newsletter.

ONLINE GIVING: See the Bulletins & 
Announcement page of website 
(www.alamancechurch.org) for details 
of how to use. 

To give by Text: Simply text the word 

“give” to 336-396-6133.  
Then follow simple prompts to set up 
your account and make donations. 

Our former electronic giving platform 
is no longer in service. You need to 
sign up with our new service to 
access online giving from now on.

Pandemic Policy at APC 
In coming months, when our 
governing board, the Session, 

decides that it is safe to open the 
sanctuary for worship, worshipers 

will be required to wear face masks 
to attend services.  

We invite you to keep making and 
donating masks — most needed: 
small and medium adult sizes.  

The APC Child Development Center 
requires all its staff to wear face 

masks. At present, children do not 
wear masks while at the CDC.  

Session is exploring the best ways to 
implement physical distancing 

policies for the future.  
At the very minimum level to 

maintain public safety, worshipers 
will not be allowed inside unless 
they are wearing masks. APC will 

maintain a small stockpile of masks, 
for those who forget their own. 

EASTER WILL BE CELEBRATED ON 
THE FIRST SUNDAY THAT PUBLIC 
GATHERINGS ARE ALLOWED. Vincent Van Gogh (1888)                                                                The Parable of the Sower 
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Call to Worship                    

One Voice: God’s word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. 
All Voices: We gather around table, font, and pulpit 
                  to root ourselves in sacred story and to grow in faith. 
One: God’s teachings are our heritage; they bring joy to searching hearts. 
All: We gather in God’s presence to offer our thanks and praise! 

Opening Hymn                  Seed, Scattered and Sown   

Psalm of the Day                    Psalm 119:105-112                                             
    
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, 
   to observe your righteous ordinances. 
I am severely afflicted: give me life, O Lord, according to your word. 
Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord, and teach me your ordinances. 
I hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not forget your law. 
The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray from your precepts. 
Your decrees are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart. 
I incline my heart to perform your statutes forever, to the end. 

    
  One: This is the Word of the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 

Confession and Reconciliation 

Prayer of Confession 

God the Sower, we confess that we do not always live as people who obey 
your law. Sometimes we are like rocky ground: we welcome your word 
when life is simple; but as soon as we face challenge, we forget your 
teachings and our faith withers.  
     Sometimes, we are a thicket full of thorns: clamoring for more and 
stepping over the needy. Your word is choked out of our hearts.  
     Forgive us, Lord. Let your Spirit work within and among us; make us 
good soil. Weed out our resistance and water us with your grace, that your 
word might grow within and we might bear fruit for the sake of your 
kingdom. Amen. 

Sung Assurance of Pardon            Gloria, Gloria!    

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! 
Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia!                        

Charge and Benediction  

The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible is used during worship. 

Lectionary Year A Scripture for the 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time, July 12:  
    Genesis25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112, Psalm 65:1-13; Isaiah 55:10-13;       
    Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23. 

Lectionary Year A Scripture for the 16th Sunday of Ordinary Time, July 19:  
    Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm 86:11-17, Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24;  
    Isaiah 44:6-8; Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. 

4000 Presbyterian Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 

(336)-697-0488 
www.alamancechurch.org 

We are an ecumenical congregation in a Presbyterian Church, USA form. 

We welcome all to the community of Jesus:  
to connect, to learn, to worship, to serve.

The Word 

Scripture Reading              Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

     One: This is the Word of the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 

Biblical Reflection 

As you listen to the Scripture and to our pastoral reflections,  
we invite you to follow suit and hold your own discussions at home  

as a form of worship within your family.  
Here are some of the questions we responded to during our reflections:   

  
I wonder why this story was included in the Bible? 

I wonder what questions this passage leads us to ask God, or each other? 

I wonder who or where in our world today this reading reminds us of? 

Thanksgiving & Offering 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    

Our God in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Sharing of Offering 
    

We invite you to prayerfully make a donation  
to contribute to the continued life and work of our congregation,  

even — and especially — in these times of anxiety.   
Please consider mailing contributions directly to the church,  

or using our online giving platform,  
available at https://www.alamancechurch.org/online-giving.    

Offertory               I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light      - arr. Mark Hayes 

Closing Hymn                   I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use me 
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