
Coffee Hour 
*** When public gatherings are again 
allowed, and we meet in fellowship 

together, remember to put a little money 
in the donation box, in gratitude to God 

and to the volunteers who set up and 
serve us during Coffee Hour. Donations 

for the food and drink we enjoy at 
Coffee Hour help fund the Food Pantry. 

services. In observance of restrictions 
placed on funeral homes and 
churches, all except immediate 
family members should stay at home, 
to give the family room to grieve and 
to stay safe. If you need care or 
support, your pastors are here for 
you. When all restrictions are lifted, 
APC will hold an "All Saints Service," 
giving thanks for the lives of our 
loved ones and the countless others 
who have lost their lives in the 
pandemic.  

ONLINE GIVING! See insert on the 
Bulletins & Announcement page of 
website (www.alamancechurch.org) 
for details of how to use. 

MISSIONS OFFERING: The May 
special missions offering is for our 
Resident Artist program. 

PRAYER REQUEST PUBLICATION: 
For the duration of the Stay at Home 
order, “Cares and Concerns” sheets 
will be posted on the church website, 
www.alamancechurch.org. Access 
each sheet from the Home page. 

BOOK STUDY: Liturgy of the 
Ordinary, by Tish Harrison Warren. 
Led by Rev. Jess Rigel. Meets on 
Mondays at 6:30p. Acquire the book 
in electronic form, or order as a hard 
copy. You must contact her to get the 
ZOOM link to join the study. (Note: 
Requires a device with both a camera 
and a microphone: some desk 
computers, most laptop computers, 
and smartphones are in that 
category.) jess@alamancechurch.org. 

BIBLE STUDY: Rev. Dr. Kyle 
Goodman leads this distance-
learning substitute for Open Book 
group; Wednesdays at 11a. Began 
April 1. You must contact him to get 
the ZOOM link to join the study. 
(Note: see above for devices needed 
to use Zoom.) 
kyle@alamancechurch.org. 

May 24, 2020 Announcements  

Coins for Christ/Pennies for 
Hunger: June 7, 2020 

Special missions collection for 
May: Resident Artists program 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We're 
glad you are watching us on 
Livestream today.  
     Until further notice, Alamance 
Presbyterian Church suspends all 
in-person worship, fellowship, 
classes, and committee meetings; 
due to state Stay at Home protocols 
for COVID-19. Our Session 
monitors governmental decisions 
about public gatherings; and is 
crafting policy specifically for APC.  
     We Livestream worship from our 
sanctuary each Sunday. Instructions 
to set up and use a Livestream 
account are on the website 
(www.alamancechurch.org). Youth 
Director Andrew Long's video 
lesson on how to comment during 
Livestream is on the website Home 
page, under Videos. 
     Bulletins in PDF are posted on 
the website, formatted for 11 x 17 
paper. Responsive readings only are 
formatted for 8 1/2 x 11 paper. 
     Pastors, other staff, and members 
prepare and broadcast inspirational 
videos regularly, posted on the 
website and the church Facebook 
page. Give them a look! 

MEMORIAL DAY is Mon., May 25. 
See the bulletin insert on the home 
page of our website 
(www.alamancechurch.org) to read 
the history of this federal holiday. 
Take time to walk in the nearly nine 
acres of our cemetery, to see the 
U.S. flags on the graves of military 
veterans buried there. 

EASTER WILL BE CELEBRATED ON 
THE FIRST SUNDAY THAT PUBLIC 
GATHERINGS ARE ALLOWED:  
whenever that may be. Until then, 
continue to praise God in your 
hearts and in your homes for the gift 
of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

FUNERALS DURING THE 
PANDEMIC: Current guidelines 
state that we are unable to share the 
day, time, and place of memorial 

Church Staff 
Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor 
Rev. Jess Rigel, Associate Pastor 
Andrew Long, Dir., Youth Ministries 
Joy Thomas, Dir., Children’s Ministries 
Katie Long, Director of Music 
Rebecca Oden, Accompanist 
Jeanine Rossi, Finance Manager 
Lynn Barnes, Administrative Assistant 
Jane Preston Director,  
             Child Development Center 
Keri Rojas, Asst. Dir., CDC 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

(336)-697-0488  
To comply with Phase 2 of 

North Carolina’s  
Stay at Home order, 

church offices are closed 
 until the order is rescinded. 

Gathering  

Prelude                               Great Is Thy Faithfulness          - arr. Larry Shackley 

Candle Lighting 

As we light the Paschal candle, and the candles on our communion table,  
we invite you to light a candle in your homes, 

 as a reminder that Christ is with us, even in our darkest moments,  
illuminating us with hope for the future.  

Opening Music                   Within Our Darkest Night                      On screens 

Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire that never dies away. 
Dans nos obscurités, allume le feu qui ne s’éteint jamais. 

Call to Worship                    

One Voice: We have gathered — new followers and lifelong disciples,  
                 the powerful and the powerless, those who have too little  
                 and those who have too much.  
Many Voices: We have gathered, for we are one in Christ. 
One: We have come — seekers and skeptics, sinners and saints,  
        the poor in spirit and the rich in faith. 
Many: We have come, for we are eager to hear God's word. 
One: We are here, together. 
Many: Let us glorify the one true God. 

Opening Hymn               Sometimes a Light Surprises                       On screens 

Seventh Sunday of Easter May 24, 2020   10 a.m.

Food Pantry Volunteers 

Special collection for May:  
Canned vegetables. 

Special collection for June:  
Macaroni-and-cheese 

VOLUNTEERS ESSENTIAL: Food 
Pantry Team needs you. Don’t wait to 
be called: Take the initiative to 
volunteer your service! 
     
Go here to sign up: http://
signup.com/go/h2b6xy   

Presbyterian Women circles  
will meet when public gatherings  

are again allowed. (L.I.F.T. meets each 
Sunday via Zoom, 9-9:50 a.m.) 

Contact Brenda Bayne  
about the Pres. Women of ACP 

(brendajbayne@aol.com) 

Ministry Teams’ stated meetings 
Please check with your moderator 
for meeting times during Stay at 

Home protocols — and for how to 
meet while maintaining physical 

distance one from another. 
When public gatherings are again 
allowed, stated meeting times will 

again be published in the 
announcements and newsletter.

To give by Text: Simply text the 

word “give” to 336-396-6133. 
You will be asked to follow simple 
prompts to set up your account and 
make your donations. 

Our former electronic giving platform 
is no longer in service. You need to 
sign up with our new service to 
access online giving from now on.

Christian sympathy is expressed 
to the family and friends of  

Jerry Bain Sharpe Sr.,  
who died May 16, 2020. 

POTTERS HOUSE MEAL: It is our 
privilege to provide supper for hungry 
guests of Greensboro Urban Ministry 
on Sat., July 18. See Darren Hadley 
to volunteer your (or your group’s) 
services for the meal.  

To all the many volunteers who 
made cloth face masks for us: 

THANK YOU! 
In coming months, when our 
sanctuary is again open for 

worshippers to gather, we will still 
need cloth masks. We invite you to 
keep churning them out, should you 

be so led to do. Thank you. 
Worshippers will be required to 

wear face masks to attend services. 
APC Child Development Center  

will also require staff and students to 
wear face masks. They re-open the 

last week of May. 
Session is exploring the best ways to 

implement physical distancing 
policies for the near future. At the 
very minimum level to maintain 

public safety, worshippers will not 
be allowed inside unless they are 

wearing masks. APC will maintain a 
small stockpile of masks, for those 

who forget to wear their own. 
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Psalm of the Day                   Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35                                              
    
Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; 
   let those who hate him flee before him. 
As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; 
   as wax melts before the fire, let the wicked perish before God. 
But let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; 
   let them be jubilant with joy. 
Sing to God, sing praises to his name;  
   lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds — his name is the Lord — 
   be exultant before him. 
Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. 
God gives the desolate a home to live in; 
   he leads out the prisoners to prosperity,  
   but the rebellious live in a parched land.  
O God, when you went out before your people, 
   when you marched through the wilderness, 
   the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain 
   at the presence of God, the Sinai;  
   at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; 
   you restored your heritage when it languished;  
   your flock found a dwelling in it; 
   in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord, 
   O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 
   listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. 
Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; 
   and whose power is in the skies.  
Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel; 
   he gives power and strength to his people. 
Blessed be God! 

  One: This is the Word of the Lord.       Many: Thanks be to God. 

Confession and Reconciliation 

Prayer of Confession 

Lord Jesus, you long for us to be one, just as you and the Father are one. 
But we gravitate towards those who think like us, behave like us, pray like 
us, because it is easier than looking beyond difference to discover what is 
good and kind and faithful in those we call the other. Even in our houses of 
worship, we are slow to reach across the aisle to embrace siblings in faith 
with whom we hold little in common. 

**  Moment for silent confession. ** 

May God forgive us, Christ befriend us, and the Spirit renew and change 
our lives. Amen. 

Closing Hymn                          Fight the Good Fight                        On screens 

Closing  

One: This is the day the Lord has made. 
Many:  We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
One: We will not offer to God 
Many: offerings that cost us nothing. 
One: Go in peace, and serve the Lord! 
Many: We will seek peace and pursue it! 
One: Glory be to God who made us, and to Christ who saved us,  
         and to the Holy Spirit who keeps us in faith, 
Many: as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever. Amen. 

The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible is used during worship. 

Lectionary Year A Scripture for the Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 24:  
    Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11. 

Lectionary Year A Scripture for the Day of Pentecost, May 31:  
    Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11. 

4000 Presbyterian Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 

(336)-697-0488 
www.alamancechurch.org 

We are an ecumenical congregation in a Presbyterian Church, USA form. 

We welcome all to the community of Jesus:  
to connect, to learn, to worship, to serve.

Sung Assurance of Pardon          Nothing Can Trouble                     On screens 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten.  
Those who seek God shall never go wanting.  

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. God alone fills us. 
Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Quien a Dios tiene nada le falta.   

Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Solo Dios basta. 
    

The Word 

Scripture Reading                      1 Peter 5:6-11 

     One: This is the Word of the Lord.       Many: Thanks be to God. 

Biblical Reflection 

As you listen to the Scripture and to our pastoral reflections,  
we invite you to follow suit and hold your own discussions at home  

as a form of worship within your family.  
Below are some of the questions we responded to during our reflections.  

Feel free to create your own, and share them with us!  
We would love to hear from you.  

I wonder why this story was included in the Bible? 

I wonder what questions this passage leads us to ask God, or each other? 

I wonder who or where in our world today this reading reminds us of? 

Thanksgiving & Offering 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    

Our God in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Sharing of Offering 

Offertory                               Fairest Lord Jesus                       - arr. Mark Hayes 

     
We invite you to prayerfully make a donation  

to contribute to the continued life and work of our congregation,  
even — and especially — in these times of anxiety.   

Please consider mailing contributions directly to the church,  
or using our online giving platform,  

available at https://www.alamancechurch.org/online-giving.      

Prayer of Dedication 

St. Ignatius, being eaten by lions
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