
 

February 2, 2021 
 
Members of Alamance Presbyterian Church,  

     Happy Groundhog Day — that bizarre American observance when we look to woodchucks for our 
meteorological prognostication. I’ve already heard that Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow this morning; 
which, according to the superstition, means we have six more weeks of winter. I have no doubt the little 
whistle-pig prophet is right. More winter is coming.  
     In some ways, it feels like Alamance Church has been caught in this endless cycle of Groundhog 
Days, just as in the Bill Murray film! We hope to get back to normal, back into our building, back to life 
as we know it ...  but it always feels at least more six weeks away.  
     The bad news is, I think “normal” and “routine” are still many, many months away. But there is a 
reason to be cautiously optimistic on this particular Groundhog Day.  
     At its meeting on January 31, the Session of Alamance Presbyterian Church scheduled a return to  
in-person services in the sanctuary. The Session will meet again on February 28 to finalize plans and 
procedures; and we hope to open the sanctuary for limited in-person worship in March.  
     We can tell you that numbers will be small, and we will ask for reservations. Please don’t call the 
church about these yet; we will let you know when and how to sign up. We can tell you that distancing, 
masks, and other COVID-19 protocols will be strictly followed. And we can tell you that, regardless of 
our in-person attendance, we will continue to offer the best possible live-streamed services for those 
watching at home.  
     There are some things you can do to help us get back into the sanctuary. The number one thing is to 
schedule your COVID-19 vaccinations at the first available opportunity. We cannot require vaccination, 
but we recommend it in the strongest possible terms. We believe that vaccination is critical to ending  
this pandemic and to the resumption of activity here at Alamance.  
     If you have questions about vaccines, we would be glad connect you with medical professionals who 
can answer them. I would recommend to you the letter written by Tina Garrett, recently sent out by  
e-mail from our Reopening Task Force. Please call Lynn in the church office if you would like to receive a 
mailed copy.  
     The other thing you can do is simply to remain vigilant. We are all tired of this pandemic and weary of 
all the precautions. It’s been months, and we are still no more comfortable wearing masks. We are totally 
fed up with keeping our distance from friends and family. We miss our handshakes and hugs. But these 
measures are still necessary. We have seen the COVID-19 statistics surge because of indoor holiday 
gatherings.  
     Your leaders here want to make the opportunity for indoor worship available, particularly as greater 
numbers of us have been vaccinated. The only thing standing in the way is a collective failure to do what 
our elected leaders and their advisors have asked of us for the last ten months.  
     Yes, on this Groundhog Day, Alamance is still six weeks away from a long-promised spring. But this 
just might be the last of those endless Groundhog Days! We are all ready for that. Let’s do our part to 
make it happen!  

                                                                Rev. Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor  

Your Session continues to be in conversation about when to reopen the church to in-person 
gatherings. We are studying the governor’s plan for reopening the state.  
     It appears the earliest we might be able to come back together is during the second phase, 
which would not start until the very end of May or the beginning of June. We do not have a 
definitive time-table for returning to activity at this time, but Session covenants with you that, as 
we make those decisions, we will be: 1) cautious, 2) prudent, and 3) faithful to the 
recommendations set by our state and federal government’s leadership, and by the medical 
community.  

I promised last month that I would write to you when it was time to come back to church. That 
remains true. Unfortunately, this is not that letter.  

In the meantime, we will be creative in the ways that we connect. Thank you for your positive 
feedback on activities like the Palm Sunday caravan last month, and the chalk prayer walk. 
Between now and our “reopening,” we will offer more creative opportunities like that one!  
     The first is happening this weekend. On Saturday, May 2 we invite you to drive by the church 
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. to pick up elements for Sunday communion. Our youth and volunteers are 
making brown-bag communion kits with prepackaged bread and juice. There will be gluten-free 
options available.  
     Even if you cannot pick up the elements or access the Livestream, we invite you to use elements 
on hand at your home, and share communion with us at 11 a.m. on Sunday, May 3.  
     Every brown bag will also have a cloth face mask lovingly made for you by volunteers from our 
church. Like it or not, face masks will be just a way of life for the next chapter of this pandemic. 
We want to make sure everyone has at least one. We will have children’s sizes available.   

Finally, I would mention that Alamance Church is here to help. If you need anything, we want to 
come alongside and help. If you need groceries or someone to pick them up for you, let us help. If 
you are not “plugged in” to our Livestream, to the videos being posted on our YouTube channel 
and Facebook feed, or to a Zoom meeting, then let us help you connect. We have volunteers who 
will gladly offer their tech support.  
     If you need spiritual care or just a friendly ear, do not wait for your pastors to call you. Call me. 
Call Jess. Call one of our other staff members. Call one of our elders. If you need prayer, we will 
pray for you.  

Church, know that we are praying for you. Know that we love you. Know that we miss you more 
than words could say. We look forward to the coming day when we will gather together again. In 
the meantime, know that though we might be separated from one another, there is nothing, 
Nothing, NOT ONE THING that is able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!  

      
In Christ’s Love and Light,  

 

Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor 

 

 

 
 
 
 

February 2, 2021 
 
Members of Alamance Presbyterian Church, 
 
 Happy Groundhog Day- that bizarre American observance when we look to 
woodchucks for our meteorological prognostication. I’ve already heard that Punxsutawney Phil 
saw his shadow this morning, which according to the superstition, means we have six more 
weeks of winter. I have no doubt the little whistle-pig prophet is right. More winter is coming. 
 In some ways, it feels like Alamance Church has been caught in this endless cycle of 
Groundhog Days, just like in the Bill Murray film! We hope to get back to normal, back into our 
building, back to life as we know it... but it always feels at least more six weeks away. The bad 
news is, I think “normal” and “routine” are still many, many months away. But there is a reason 
to be cautiously optimistic on this particular Groundhog Day.  
 At its meeting on January 31, the session of Alamance Presbyterian Church scheduled 
a return to in-person services in the sanctuary. The session will meet again on February 28 
to finalize its plans and procedures, and we hope to open the sanctuary for limited in-
person worship in March. We can tell you that numbers will be small and we will be asking 
for reservations. Please don’t call the church about these yet; we will let you know when and 
how to sign up. We can tell you that distancing, masks, and other Covid19 protocols will be 
strictly followed. And we can tell you that regardless of our in-person attendance, we will 
continue to offer the best possible live-streamed services for those watching at home. 
 There are some things you can do to help us get back into the sanctuary. The number 
one thing is to schedule your Covid19 vaccinations at the first available opportunity. We cannot 
require vaccination, but we recommend it in the strongest possible terms. We believe that 
vaccination is critical to ending this pandemic and to the resumption of activity here at 
Alamance. If you have questions about vaccines, we would be glad connect you with medical 
professionals who can answer them. I would recommend to you the letter written by Tina 
Garrett and recently sent out by email from our Reopening Task Force. Please call Lynn in the 
church office if you would like to receive a mailed copy.  
 The other thing you can do is simply to remain vigilant. We are all tired of this pandemic 
and weary of all the precautions. It’s been months, and we are still no more comfortable 
wearing masks. We are totally fed up with keeping our distance from friends and family. We 
miss our handshakes and hugs. But these measures are still necessary. We have seen the 
Covid19 statistics surge because of indoor holiday gatherings. Your leaders here want to make 
the opportunity for indoor worship available, particularly as greater numbers of us have been 
vaccinated. The only thing standing in the way is a collective failure to do what our elected 
leaders and their advisors have asked of us for the last ten months.  
 Yes, on this Groundhog Day, Alamance is still six weeks away from a long-promised 
spring. But this just might be the last of those endless Groundhog Days! We are all ready for 
that! Let’s do our part to make it happen!  
 
 

Rev. Dr. Kyle Goodman 
Lead Pastor 

4000 Presbyterian Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 

phone 336 697 0488 
fax 336 697 0222 

w w w . a l a m a n c e c h u r c h . o r g  



A Word about Star Words  

Included with this mailing is a color card with a star and an inspirational word on it. 
These are Star Words. Sharing Star Words is a new tradition for the celebration of the 
Christian holiday of Epiphany.  

On Epiphany we remember the coming of the magi, who followed a star to find the 
newborn King of the Jews. The Church usually celebrates Epiphany on the first Sunday 
of the new calendar year. This is our second year of sharing Star Wards at Alamance. 
Since we were not meeting in person, we decided to send them out with the next 
available mailing.  

Star Words are words for inspiration and reflection for the year to come. You are 
welcome to cut out your Star Word or just leave it on the square. We encourage you to 
place it somewhere around your home or office where you will see it often. Instead of 
being a “New Year’s resolution” that you have to work at or try to keep, we want you to 
think about your Star Word as a gift from God, something that inspires you, challenges 
you, or makes you grow.  

The Star Word you were given was chosen totally at random. No one paired it with your 
mailing. If there is more than one person in your household, we encourage you to let 
each one draw a word without looking. (Trust us, it’s better if you don’t pick your Star 
Word. Let it be a gift to you.)  

Your word may not be your favorite. It might not seem to fit. If that is the case, don’t 
worry. Just see where your Star Word takes you. Keep your eyes open and see how your 
Star Word might show up in your life. As a spiritual practice, let your Star Word work on 
your mind and heart.  

My Star Word last year was “Joy.” That’s a good Star Word, but I had no idea how it 
would challenge me in 2020. There were plenty of times when finding joy was a real 
challenge. But I kept it in my car on my sun visor; and whenever I would look up at it, I 
would reflect on it, reorient myself to it, and then just look for the joy to be found in 
each day. It was timely and fitting, even though it was probably not the word I would 
have asked for. I hope your Star Word might be that for you too!  

If you have any more questions about your Star Word, don’t hesitate to ask. And if you 
have a story about your Star Word, don’t hesitate to share it with me or our staff!  


